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Obijective: Saadi’s Gulistan, in addition to its literary and ethical standing, is a text replete
with social representations of power, poverty, education, companionship, status,
corruption, and collective judgment. The present study, employing a qualitative,
interdisciplinary, and text-centered approach, analyzes selected tales of the Gulistan on
the basis of three theories: differential association, labeling, and conflict. The principal
question of the research is: In what instances and with what limitations are the selected
tales of the Gulistan amenable to criminological analysis in light of these three theories?
Method: To answer the research question, the entire text of the Gulistan (the preface and
eight chapters) was examined, and from among the candidate texts, thirteen texts (ten
tales, two aphorisms, and one versified allegory) were selected on the basis of explicit
inclusion and exclusion criteria. Each text was analyzed at three levels textual
signification, interpretive reading, and theoretical application and its degree of conformity
with the central mechanism of each theory was assessed.

Results: The findings indicate that the Gulistan is not a criminological text, nor is Saadi
to be regarded as a modern criminologist; nevertheless, the tale of the Arab thieves tribe
owing to the young man’s re-joining the ruffians of his quarter conforms more closely to
Sutherland’s differential association than does the allegory of the sweet-smelling rose, the
aphorism Let the accused be attributed and the tale of the fox and the camel represent the
core of labeling, namely the gap between the act and the social name, and the tales of
Nushirvan and salt, the thief and the beggar, and the judge of Hamadan demonstrate that
the Gulistan’s link with conflict theory, beyond the moral critique of the ruler, is
manifested in the transformation of the powerful’s conduct into custom, the selective
enforcement of punishment, and the exemption of the holders of status from punishment.
Conclusion: The conclusion of the research is that the Gulistan, while observing fidelity to the
text and avoiding the imposition of new concepts upon Saadi’s historical world, can serve as a
cultural and educational source for a more indigenous understanding of certain concepts of
criminology and criminal justice.
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Introduction
Classical Persian literature, particularly didactic and wisdom texts, is not merely a domain of

aesthetics and moral admonition. These texts have, in many instances, preserved the moral and
social memory of society and, through tales, allegories, satire, and counsel, represent the human
being’s relation to power, poverty, justice, punishment, education, and social order. Saadi’s
Gulistan is among the most prominent examples of such texts a work that is ostensibly a collection
of short and well-crafted tales, yet at a deeper layer places before the audience a world of social,
moral, and human experiences.

The significance of the Gulistan lies in the fact that Saadi, through concise and narrative
language, constructs situations in which the questions of power, judgment, error, punishment,
companionship, poverty, and social status are raised in a concrete and analyzable manner. In the
tradition of Saadi scholarship, emphasis has been placed upon concision, realism,
comprehensiveness, and Saadi’s power in constructing short yet multilayered tales (Yusufi, 2025:
5; Zarinkub, 1999: 23). This very feature causes the Gulistan, in addition to its literary value, to
be worthy of attention for interdisciplinary studies of law, criminology, the ethics of punishment,
and criminal justice (Ishaqi, 2022: 1739-1755).

The present study seeks to answer the following principal question: In what instances and with
what limitations are the selected tales of Saadi’s Gulistan amenable to criminological analysis in
light of the theories of differential association, labeling, and conflict? This question neither seeks
to call Saadi a criminologist nor intends to reduce the Gulistan to a legal and criminological text.
Its purpose is that those tales which are directly connected with punishment, companionship,
social accusation, power, and injustice be analyzed in a text-centered manner and with a
criminological gaze.

To answer this principal question, three subsidiary questions are raised, each pertaining to one
of the theories: 1) Which tales of the Gulistan, beyond the general theme of the companion,
conform to the mechanism of learning in the intimate group as intended by Sutherland? 2) Which
tales demonstrate the gap between the actual act and social naming, and what role do the social
titles of the Gulistan play in this process? 3) Which tales, beyond the moral critique of the
oppressive ruler, represent the relation of power to the definition of crime, the formation of the
rule, and the enforcement of punishment? These three questions are not independent questions
alongside the principal question; rather, they are the operational components of that very question,
and the fifth section of the article is organized on their basis.

In the present study, first, the theory of differential association and the tales related to
education, companionship, and the effect of the environment are analyzed. Then, the theory of
labeling and the tales that demonstrate the question of accusation, false attribution, social naming,
and collective judgment are presented. Finally, the theory of conflict and the tales concerning
power, oppression, poverty, status, and institutional corruption are examined. This organization
causes each tale to be placed precisely under the theory with which it bears the greatest conceptual
affinity.
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The important point is that equating Saadi’s world with contemporary criminology is an error.
The Gulistan was written in the seventh century AH, and Saadi speaks neither in the language of
classical criminology nor in the language of contemporary sociological theories. Nevertheless,
many of his tales approach questions that later found theoretical formulation in criminology
questions such as when punishment is just, what effect companionship has upon behavior, how
society accuses or defames the individual, and how power can itself become the source of harm
and injustice.

Therefore, the approach of the present study is neither generalization about the Gulistan’s
harmony with criminology nor is its aim to refer the tales to theories in a general and passing
manner; rather, in each section, the text of the tale or its key expression is cited, the precise locus
of the discussion is specified, and then it is demonstrated precisely which layer of the tale the
criminological theory in question illuminates. For this reason, wherever a tale is used, its locus of
discussion and key expression are cited. Then, it is explained why that tale conforms to the theory
in question and, at the same time, what limitation this conformity possesses. Furthermore, in the
analysis of each text, a distinction is drawn among textual signification, interpretive reading, and
theoretical application, so that it may become clear which part of the conclusion exists directly in
the text and which part is the researcher’s reading employing contemporary theories.

Method

To answer the research question, the entire text of the Gulistan (the preface and eight chapters)
was examined, and from among the candidate texts, thirteen texts (ten tales, two aphorisms, and
one versified allegory) were selected on the basis of explicit inclusion and exclusion criteria. Each
text was analyzed at three levels textual signification, interpretive reading, and theoretical
application and its degree of conformity with the central mechanism of each theory was assessed.

Results

The findings indicate that the Gulistan is not a criminological text, nor is Saadi to be regarded
as a modern criminologist; nevertheless, the tale of the Arab thieves tribe owing to the young
man’s re-joining the ruffians of his quarter conforms more closely to Sutherland’s differential
association than does the allegory of the sweet-smelling rose; the aphorism Let the accused be
attributed and the tale of the fox and the camel represent the core of labeling, namely the gap
between the act and the social name; and the tales of Nushirvan and salt, the thief and the beggar,
and the judge of Hamadan demonstrate that the Gulistan’s link with conflict theory, beyond the
moral critique of the ruler, is manifested in the transformation of the powerful’s conduct into
custom, the selective enforcement of punishment, and the exemption of the holders of status from
punishment.

Conclusion

This research aimed to determine in what instances and with what limitations the selected tales
of Saadi’s Gulistan are amenable to criminological analysis in light of the theories of differential
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association, labeling, and conflict. The findings indicate that this capacity exists, but not
absolutely or directly, rather, it is interpretive, text-centered, and limited to the semantic capacity
of the tales. The Gulistan is not a criminological text, nor is Saadi a modern criminologist,
nevertheless, certain tales represent layers of power, education, companionship, poverty,
corruption, social status, and collective judgment in ways worthy of criminological and legal
analysis.

On the axis of differential association, only the tale of the Arab thieves tribe (Chapter One,
Tale 4) strongly conforms to Sutherland’s theory; the allegory of the sweet-smelling rose and
Aphorism 81 express Saadi’s moral belief in the contagion of the companion’s disposition rather
than a scientific learning theory. On the axis of labeling, Aphorism 81 (let him be accused, let it
be attributed) and the tale of the fox and the camel (Chapter One, Tale 16) demonstrate the gap
between the actual act and social naming, while other tales delineate the limits of informal and
formal judgment and the dependence of judgment upon the judge’s status. The Gulistan does not,
however, speak of the internalization of the label and secondary deviance. On the axis of conflict,
Saadi’s moral critique of the oppressive king alone is insufficient; the link is clearer in the tales
of Nushirvan and salt, the peasant’s house, the thief and the beggar, and the judge of Hamadan,
which reveal the transformation of the powerful’s conduct into custom, the dependence of
punishment upon the sultan’s will, and the exemption of status holders from punishment.
Concepts such as power crime, structural harm, and institutional corruption are the researcher’s
analytical instruments and are not attributed to Saadi.

The research concludes that each theory illuminates a specific layer of particular tales: conflict
theory for power, oppression, and inequality, differential association for companionship,
education, and environment, and labeling for social naming, accusation, and collective judgment.
This theoretical differentiation distances the research from generalization and demonstrates that
the criminological analysis of the Gulistan possesses scholarly validity only when the text is cited,
the locus of discussion is specified, and the theory is employed to the extent of the text’s capacity.
From the perspective of criminal law and criminology, the Gulistan serves not as a source for
deriving law but as a cultural source for understanding fundamental questions of justice, power,
responsibility, and informal control. The research acknowledges limitations: it has not analyzed
all tales in detail, relies on purposive sampling, faces variations in tale numbering across editions,
and is qualitative and interpretive, making no claim to statistical generalization. The value of this
analysis lies not in presenting Saadi as a criminologist but in demonstrating that his tales can
render criminological and criminal law concepts more comprehensible within a narrative, ethical,
and cultural context.
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