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Obijective: According to labeling theory, once an attribute whether positive or negative
is ascribed to individuals, they are subsequently driven toward conforming themselves to
that attribute in the continuation of their lives. The issuance of a criminal conviction is
likewise among the instances that cause the offender to acquire two negative labels. This
means that he not only receives the official label of criminal from the judicial apparatus
but also bears the heavy burden of social labeling.

Method: The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method, relying upon a
comparison between labeling theory and the teachings of Nahj al-Balaghah. To this end,
texts related to labeling theory in sociology and criminology, together with the sermons,
letters, and aphorisms of Nahj al-Balaghah, have been examined and compared.
Results: From this point onward, those around him continue to treat him as a criminal,
and this unfavorable view persists to the extent that the offender internalizes this role, and
exiting such an atmosphere becomes difficult for him. Amir al-Muminin Ali (peace be
upon him), who always emphasized the preservation of individuals dignity, likewise held
that the humiliation of individuals can pave the way for error and deviation and their
continuation. However, in contrast to the labeling school, which holds that the desirability
or undesirability of behaviors does not lie in their essence, that figure believed in the
inherent good and evil of behavior; and on the other hand, in contrast to labeling theory,
which merely identifies the prevention of negative labeling as an obstacle to entering a
vicious cycle, Nahj al-Balaghah proposes practical solutions such as repentance (tawbah)
and social oversight aimed at preventing the continuation of individuals deviant behavior.
Conclusion: Accordingly, it may be concluded that the Alawi teachings in Nahj al-
Balaghah, while affirming the destructive role of labeling in the continuation of deviation,
offer through emphasis upon the inherent good and evil of behavior and the presentation
of practical solutions such as repentance and social oversight a more comprehensive and
efficient model than labeling theory for the prevention of recidivism.
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Introduction
Labeling theory articulates the relationship between criminology and sociology, grounded

in Herbert Meads view that individuals personalities are formed through interaction with
society. According to this theory, others attitudes toward committed behavior play a
significant role in its internalization and repetition, and individuals perceive themselves as
society sees them. Edwin Lemert, by distinguishing primary and secondary deviance,
demonstrated that severe societal reaction to deviant behavior increases the likelihood of its
transformation into secondary deviance. Howard Becker likewise emphasized that deviance
is not an inherent characteristic of behavior but the result of a negative label successfully
applied by society.

In the teachings of Amir al-Muminin Ali (peace be upon him), the influence of society
upon the individual is likewise affirmed; he advises Malik al-Ashtar to associate with
prominent individuals and pious families and to avoid environments of oppression and
ignorance. Furthermore, after the execution of the hadd punishment upon an offender, he
prohibited people from cursing him and declared the humiliation of the offenders personality
forbidden. These teachings, while affirming the destructive role of labeling, emphasize a good
opinion of people and the prevention of character assassination, thereby providing the ground
for the offenders return to society.

Method

The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method, relying upon a comparison
between labeling theory and the teachings of Nahj al-Balaghah. To this end, texts related to
labeling theory in sociology and criminology, together with the sermons, letters, and
aphorisms of Nahj al-Balaghah, have been examined and compared.

Results

From this point onward, those around him continue to treat him as a criminal, and this
unfavorable view persists to the extent that the offender internalizes this role, and exiting such
an atmosphere becomes difficult for him. Amir al-Muminin Ali (peace be upon him), who
always emphasized the preservation of individuals dignity, likewise held that the humiliation
of individuals can pave the way for error and deviation and their continuation. However, in
contrast to the labeling school, which holds that the desirability or undesirability of behaviors
does not lie in their essence, that figure believed in the inherent good and evil of behavior;
and on the other hand, in contrast to labeling theory, which merely identifies the prevention
of negative labeling as an obstacle to entering a vicious cycle, Nahj al-Balaghah proposes
practical solutions such as repentance (tawbah) and social oversight aimed at preventing the
continuation of individuals deviant behavior.
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Conclusion

The objective of criminology, as a relatively new science, is the study of crime and
deviance and the provision of solutions aimed at reducing them. Among the theories advanced
in this regard is labeling theory. This theory addresses the interaction among power-holders
and ordinary people through criminalization, prosecution, criminal conviction, and the
labeling of certain individuals in society. According to this perspective, such interaction leads
to the occurrence of secondary crimes, inasmuch as the offender, in addition to the label of
criminality, is confronted with a negative social label. In this manner, he is confronted with a
new identity that has been constructed by society. It is observed that, according to this theory,
the social factors that can play a role in the occurrence of delinquency have been neglected,
and the role of labeling has been rendered prominent.

The life-giving school of Islam, given its comprehensiveness, undoubtedly possesses an
efficient penal system as well a system that undertakes the preservation of the principles and
ideals of a sound and beneficial social life, and whose aim is the provision of the interests of
the individual and society. From the perspective of Nahj al-Balaghah, numerous factors
provide the grounds for the commission of crime in society, and labeling can be posited as
one factor alongside other criminogenic factors. Accordingly, the government is obligated to
criminalize only those behaviors whose ugliness is inherent and which entail severe dangers
for the security of society; and with respect to deviant behaviors of lesser importance, it must
envisage non-criminal methods such as economic and cultural measures in accordance with
their conditions. From the perspective of Nahj al-Balaghah and the conduct of Amir al-
Muminin Ali (peace be upon him), social oversight referred to as enjoining the good and
forbidding the wrong is regarded as a solution aimed at preventing the occurrence of
behaviors of greater danger and entails the prevention of individuals from being labeled. In
order to prevent the excessive expansion of criminalization, which exposes members of
society to labeling, concealment of faults (ayb-pushi) and overlooking (taghaful) have been
mentioned as instruments in this regard an expression of that figures perspective concerning
the governments non-exploitation of its power and position. On the other hand, to the extent
that no harm is directed at the interests of society, the forgivability of certain crimes has
likewise been indicated, and repentance (tawbah) has been mentioned as an institution aimed
at the non-execution of punishment and has been regarded as superior to a coercive reaction
against the offender a matter not envisaged in other schools. Observance of the principles of
a fair trial can likewise prevent the conviction of individuals who have mistakenly entered
the judicial system and their ultimate labeling. Consequently, it is observed that, in addition
to the emphasis of Nahj al-Balaghah upon criminal reaction against criminal behavior,
fairness toward and honoring of the accused have likewise been duly attended to in this book,
and the components of the labeling perspective are likewise observable therein.

In light of what has been presented, the legislator can, in the direction of reducing labeling,
undertake to increase the degrees of discretionary (taziri) punishments for which the
possibility of exemption from punishment or postponement of the issuance of judgment has
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been envisaged. It can likewise change those discretionary punishments for which a fine and
imprisonment have been envisaged optionally into a fine alone.
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