o

Y

Lorestan University

New Research 1n Islamic Humanities Studies

Online ISSN : 2980 - 8944
https://api.lu.ac.ir/

An Analysis of the Governance Indicators of the Promised Savior from the

Perspective of the Barelvi School of Thought

Abbas Khosravi

Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Faculty of Humanities, University of Kurdistan, Kurdistan, Iran.

Email: a.khosravi@uok.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 05 April 2026
Received in revised form 09
August 2026

Accepted 10 September 2026
Available online 23 September
2026

Keywords:

Barelvi movement,

Sunni Islam,

Mahdism,

Governance characteristics of
the Promised Savior

Obijective: The examination of the indicators of the governance of the Promised Savior
is regarded as one of the significant discussions in the field of Mahdism. Addressing this
subject is necessary in that many epistemic issues pertaining to the understanding of the
magnificent era of the appearance of the Promised Savior are clarified in light of the
elucidation of these indicators and conditions. A precise understanding of these indicators
can pave the way for reinforcing Mahdist belief and for presenting a model for desirable
governance in Islamic thought.

Method: This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, examines the
indicators of the governance of the Promised Savior from the perspective of the Barelwi
school. This method facilitates a systematic comparison of the Barelwi perspective with
other Islamic schools and the extraction of points of commonality and difference.
Results: According to the findings of this research, the governance of the global unity of
the Promised Savior and the Caliph of the present age, in the Barelwi view, possesses
indicators such as the perfection and true felicity of the human being, the sovereignty of
the religion of Islam in all dimensions of human life, governance based on comprehensive
justice, and the provision of universal welfare and tranquility; the governance model of
the Promised Savior will be complementary to prophetic governance. These indicators
demonstrate that the promised governance in Barelwi thought is a comprehensive system
grounded in religious and ethical principles.

Conclusion: Based on the examinations conducted, there exist numerous commonalities
between the Shiah and the Barelwi school in various doctrinal discussions and in Mahdism,
including the nature of that figure's governance, which is effective and beneficial for promoting
rapprochement among Islamic schools. These commonalities can provide a basis for inter
sectarian dialogue and greater convergence within the Islamic world.
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Introduction
One of the Sunni Hanafi Sufi currents in the Indian subcontinent that stands in opposition to

extremist currents is designated Barelwi. This name derives from the word Bareilly, a city located
near Delhi in India. Since Ahmad Rida Khan, the founder of the Barelwi school, was born and
resided in this city, his followers are known as Barelwis. (A group of authors, 2019; A group of
authors, 2015; Khusrawi, 2019). The emergence of the Barelwi movement dates back to the late
thirteenth century AH. (Sharaf Qadiri, n.d.: 3). This was a period in which the Deobandis,
influenced by the thought of Shah Wali Allah Dihlawi, criticized certain religious customs and
practices of society and presented a rigorous definition of monotheism (tawhid), according to
which only God is capable over matters of the unseen and no one other than God possesses these
attributes. Among the measures of the Deobandis at the societal level was that they questioned
and criticized the issue of seeking intercession (tawassul) and soliciting the intercession of divine
saints, which was incompatible with the religious beliefs of Indian Muslims. (Sharaf Qadiri, n.d.:
3-5). The founder of the Barelwi Hanafi intellectual school, Ahmad Rida Khan Barelwi (d. 1297
AH/1880 CE), surnamed Abd al-Mustafa, was born in the city of Bareilly in the state of Uttar
Pradesh, India. From childhood, he learned Islamic sciences under his father, a prominent scholar
and opponent of Wahhabism. During this period, he likewise studied under other masters such as
Mirza Qadir Bik and Sayyid Abu al-Hasan Ahmad Nur Marahrawi. (Qadiri, 2009; Aslam Reza,
1427 AH). After Ahmad Rida Khan, a number of his followers, upon receiving the title of khilafat,
disseminated his views on various subjects upon returning to their cities. After some time, the
presence of his students in various parts of the Indian subcontinent caused his ideas to be
propagated within a short period in other provinces and in the seminaries of Bengal, Bahawalpur,
and Punjab, Sindh, and Rajasthan, and even in parts of Sistan and Baluchistan in Iran. (Khusrawi,
2019). The purpose of establishing this intellectual current was to defend religious traditions and
beliefs during the era of Ahmad Rida Khan, which had come under attack by certain radical
intellectual currents. (Dashti, 2009). The Barelwis, relying upon the noble hadith of Ghadir
Khumm, believe that the Noble Prophet (peace be upon him), on the day of Ghadir Khumm, in
the presence of a large gathering of Companions, appointed Imam Ali (peace be upon him) as his
successor and caliph in inner Imamate, and that the narration Whoever | am his master, this Ali
is his master is the proclamation of Imam Ali's guardianship (wilayah) to humanity until the Day
of Resurrection. From the Barelwi perspective, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) is the first inner
Imam and the guardian (wali) after the Messenger of God. They regard Imam Mahdi (may God
hasten his reappearance) as the last outer and inner Imam, to whom guardianship terminates, and
who will be the seal of guardianship. (Qadiri, 2009). The Barelwis believe that concerning the
appearance of the Caliph of the present age, the Companions, the Successors, and after them the
scholars of the Islamic world in various periods have transmitted soundly-chained narrations
whose recurrence (tawatur) has been established. From their perspective, the issue of the
appearance is one of the common and agreed-upon points of all Islamic schools. (Ibid.: 70). Tahir
Qadiri, a contemporary Barelwi scholar, regards the issue of belief in the Promised Savior as a
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subject of consensus among all religions and Islamic schools, agreed upon by scholars and all
Islamic thinkers in various periods. He considers one of the common issues between the Shi'ah
and the Sunnis to be the belief in the appearance of the Savior, the events of that era, and the
formation of the promised government. (Ibid.: 74). In the present research, the Barelwi attitude
toward the indicators of the promised Mahdist governance has been examined. Based on the
studies and examinations of the cited sources conducted to date, no independent and noteworthy
research has been carried out specifically in this field. Therefore, the present article, utilizing
scholarly sources and the Urdu sources of the Barelwi followers, undertakes to elucidate the
characteristics and indicators of the governance of the Promised Savior from the perspective of
this intellectual current.

Method

This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, examines the indicators of the
governance of the Promised Savior from the perspective of the Barelwi school. This method
facilitates a systematic comparison of the Barelwi perspective with other Islamic schools and the
extraction of points of commonality and difference.

Results

According to the findings of this research, the governance of the global unity of the Promised
Savior and the Caliph of the present age, in the Barelwi view, possesses indicators such as the
perfection and true felicity of the human being, the sovereignty of the religion of Islam in all
dimensions of human life, governance based on comprehensive justice, and the provision of
universal welfare and tranquility; the governance model of the Promised Savior will be
complementary to prophetic governance. These indicators demonstrate that the promised
governance in Barelwi thought is a comprehensive system grounded in religious and ethical
principles.

Conclusion

The Barelwi school, as one of the Hanafi Sufi currents in the Indian subcontinent and in parts
of Sistan and Baluchistan in Islamic Iran, possesses a more pronounced perspective on the
discussions of the appearance (zuhur) compared to other schools and even among the Sufis
themselves. This intellectual current regards the appearance of the Promised Savior as established
by reference to the noble verses and has drawn upon numerous narrations in this regard, speaking
of the rule of the righteous over the arrogant. The indicators of the governance of the Promised
Savior have been actively and earnestly examined in the perspective of this influential current;
indicators such as governance based on the elimination of discrimination, oppression, and
corruption throughout the globe have not been neglected in their view the result of which will be
the expression of satisfaction and contentment by the inhabitants of the earth and the heavens
with the nature of the Promised Savior's governance. The provision of universal welfare and
tranquility, the resolution of livelihood concerns through the promotion of a culture of generosity
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and the equitable distribution of wealth among all human beings, are among the distinctions of
that noble government. The sovereignty of Islam and its life giving laws in all dimensions of
human life is another indicator attended to by the Barelwis, which will reach its zenith during the
era of the Promised Mahdi. In their view, the governance of the Promised Savior is the
continuation and extension of prophetic governance. Based on the meticulous examinations
conducted, there exist numerous commonalities between the Shi'ah and the Barelwi intellectual
orientation in various doctrinal discussions and in Mahdism, including the nature of that figure's
governance, which is effective and beneficial for promoting rapprochement among Islamic
schools and disseminating it within the scholarly, cultural, and general communities.
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