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Introduction
On an evening in the year 416 BCE, at the house of Agathon the tragedian, a group of Athenian

elites resolved, instead of carousing, that each should deliver a speech in praise of Eros. The
outcome of that evening was the Symposium a text that for more than twenty four centuries has
shaped the Western, and to some extent the Eastern, conception of love. Yet the climax of this
dialogue occurs where Socrates, through the words of a wise woman named Diotima, declares
that Eros is neither a god nor beautiful, but rather a philosopher (Plato, Symposium 203d-204b).
This statement is the key to the present article: Plato identifies love with philosophy, and
philosophy with love.

In everyday language, Platonic love is used to denote a love bereft of the body cold and
unattainable. This understanding is a historical distortion. Platonic Eros begins with the body and
visible beauty, is accompanied by divine madness (Plato, Phaedrus 244a-245c, 249d-e), and its
ultimate aim is not the denial of the beloved but rather giving birth in beauty (Plato, Symposium
206b-e). Love in this sense is an attitude: a manner of seeing the world in which every beauty is
a sign of a superior beauty and every deficiency an invitation to inquiry.

By philosophical attitude in this article is meant a set of enduring dispositions of the soul that
shape the manner of seeing, questioning, willing, and living. The Greek term closest to this
meaning is hexis (disposition). Plato states explicitly in the Republic that education is not the
pouring of knowledge into an empty soul, but rather the turning of an eye that already possesses
the capacity to see (Plato, Republic 518b-d). This turning is called periagoge. The premise of this
article is that the driving force of this turning is Eros.

Method

The research method is descriptive-analytical, employing a hermeneutic approach and
conceptual reconstruction, reading the Symposium, Phaedrus, Theaetetus, Phaedo, and Republic
with reliance on Stephanus pagination.

Results

The findings reconstruct the philosophical attitude of love in five interconnected
moments: the wound of beauty and wonder, poverty and intermediacy, giving birth in
beauty, dialectical ascent, and return and care for the other. These moments do not constitute
a one-directional staircase; the perfected lover returns toward others and awakens fresh
wonder in them. The article's innovation is threefold: (1) proposing the cyclical model of
the erotic cycle in place of the linear reading of the ladder of love; (2) defining the
reciprocal harm of each moment (such as possessiveness, idolization of the beloved, and
elitist isolation), which enables the assessment of philosophical love; (3) applying the model
to algorithmic eros in contemporary digital culture.

Conclusions
This study demonstrated that love in Plato's thought is not one of the subjects of philosophy,
but rather the very form of the philosophical attitude. The philosopher, in Diotima's formulation,
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is none other than Eros: an intermediate being aware of its own deficiency and drawn toward
beauty and the good.

In answer to the principal question, the philosophical attitude of love is constructed from five
moments: the wound of beauty and wonder, poverty and intermediacy, giving birth in beauty,
dialectical ascent, and return and care. In answer to the first subsidiary question, these moments
are not a one-directional ladder but rather a cycle; the perfected lover returns and awakens wonder
in the soul of another, as Socrates did in Alcibiades. In answer to the second subsidiary question,
each moment is situated between a deficiency and an excess, and the intermediate structure of
Eros itself is repeated at each moment; this very feature provides a criterion for distinguishing
philosophical love from its counterfeits, such as possessiveness, idolization, and domination. In
answer to the third subsidiary question, the model demonstrates that algorithmic Eros of the
digital age causes each moment of the cycle to slip into its reciprocal harm, and that philosophical
education can resist this through strategies such as slow looking, remaining in the question, and
master-apprentice dialogue.

The article's innovation operates on three levels: at the interpretive level, the proposal of a
cyclical reading in place of the linear reading of the ladder of love; at the conceptual level, the
formulation of the principle of recurring intermediacy and the definition of reciprocal harms;
and at the applied level, the linking of Plato's theory of love with the critique of digital culture
and education.

This research also has limitations. Its focus has been on five dialogues, and dialogues such as
the Lysis, which addresses friendship (philia), and the Laws have been considered only
marginally. It is recommended that future research (1) assess the relation of the erotic cycle to the
concept of friendship in the Lysis and Aristotelian ethics; (2) examine the isomorphism of the
moment of return with the fourth journey in the mystical tradition and Transcendent Theosophy;
and (3) test the educational strategies of Table 3 through field research in philosophy classes for
children and university students.

In conclusion, Plato does not call us to flee from love, but rather to turn it. Platonic love, in its
true sense, is a love that begins with a single face, transcends it, and returns once more, with full
hands, toward faces.
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