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Obijective: This study rests upon the hypothesis that the vocative (nida) in the poetry of
the Najafi poet Abd al-Mahdi Matar (1900-1975) is not confined to its primary function
as determined by the grammarians namely, the speakers request for the addressees
attention by means of a particle substituting for "I call" but rather transcends it to another
function, which is the very creation of the addressee: thus, entities that are unsuitable for
address in the original situation inanimate objects, places, and abstract meanings are
transferred to the station of the rational addressee.

Method: This study was conducted employing a descriptive-analytical method, with
reliance upon statistical analysis. It examined the instances of the vocative verb in four
poems namely, "The Golden Door," "Greetings to the Arabic Language Academy," "At
Your Service, Spirit of Abu al-Jawad," and "O Abu Dharr" and arrived at fifteen instances,
classified according to the type of vocative verb, its referent, and what follows it in terms
of sentences.

Results: The study concluded that the vocative verb in the construct state (that is, the
possessive construction) occupies two-thirds of the instances (66.7%); the proper singular
noun never appears, despite the abundance of proper nouns suitable for vocative use; two-
thirds of the vocative verbs refer to inanimate objects, abstract concepts, or rational beings
that can only be addressed metaphorically; and two-thirds of the clauses following the
vocative verb are imperative or conditional and require an active participant in the
addressee.

Conclusions: The study concluded that the vocative verb, in relation to omission,
restriction, and the passive construction, is positioned as their counterpart in sentence
procedure and their complement in purpose, and it offered recommendations for teaching
the chapter on the vocative verb in an applied manner.
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Introduction
In the definition of the grammarians, the vocative verb (fili munada) is a type of imperative

construction defined as the speakers request for the addressees attention, by means of a
preposition that substitutes for an implicit verb, such as "I call" or "I summon" (Sibawayh,
1988; Al-Mubarrad, n.d.). This definition presupposes two almost self-evident conditions for
the addressee: that they be rational beings capable of responding, and that they be present or
reckoned as present. However, the practice of Arabic poetry has long transcended these two
conditions, addressing ruins, the night, time, death, and things that are incapable of responding
or coming. The rhetoricians have attended to this point and have regarded it as one of the ways
in which the vocative transcends its original meaning and is transformed into rhetorical
purposes such as regret, glorification, reproach, and incitement (Al-Sakkaki, 1987; Al-Qazwini,
n.d.).

The problem that this study addresses is that merely specifying the rhetorical purpose
whether personification, glorification, or mourning halts the study at the description of the
effect and falls short of describing the instrument that produced it. To say that the poet
"personified gold" is correct in its conclusion, but it does not explain how this was realized in
the structure of the sentence, nor does it provide evidence that the reader can use to agree or
disagree. This is precisely what Abd al-Qahir Jurjani pointed to when he attributed merit to
"arrangement” (nazm) and considered the grammatical meanings in words, not in isolated
words (Al-Jurjani, 1992). The claim upon which this study rests is that this instrument is
grammatical before it is rhetorical: the structure of the vocative verb confers upon the noun
placed within it the station of addressee, and a set of grammatical and agreement rules are
attached to this station; therefore, if the noun fulfills them, it becomes an addressee in the
structure of the sentence in a complete manner, and not in a metaphorical manner that is
interpreted.

This claim is consistent with the results of studies in linguistics and modern poetry. Jakobson
regarded the vocative and the imperative as purely grammatical expressions of the "conative
function" directed toward the addressee (Jakobson, 1960). Zwicky distinguished between the
"exclamatory vocative," which attracts the addressees attention, and the "rhetorical vocative,"
which establishes and maintains communication with him (Zwicky, 1974). Levinson regarded
vocative words as social markers that establish the addressees station in the text (Levinson,
1983). Jonathan Culler argued that the "rhetorical apostrophe™ in lyric poetry, rather than
summoning an existing addressee, establishes a rhetorical relationship with him (Culler, 1977).
However, these approaches remained at the level of general poetic theorizations and did not
provide countable grammatical markers in a specific Arabic text; this is where the contribution
intended by this study lies.

Method

This study was conducted employing a descriptive-analytical method, with reliance upon
statistical analysis. It examined the instances of the vocative verb in four poems namely, The
Golden Door, Greetings to the Arabic Language Academy, At Your Service, Spirit of Abu al-
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Jawad, and O Abu Dharr and arrived at fifteen instances, classified according to the type of
vocative verb, its referent, and what follows it in terms of sentences.

Results

The study concluded that the vocative verb in the construct state (that is, the possessive
construction) occupies two-thirds of the instances (66.7%); the proper singular noun never
appears, despite the abundance of proper nouns suitable for vocative use; two-thirds of the
vocative verbs refer to inanimate objects, abstract concepts, or rational beings that can only be
addressed metaphorically; and two-thirds of the clauses following the vocative verb are
imperative or conditional and require an active participant in the addressee.

Conclusions
This research concluded with numerous findings, the most important of which are the

following:

1. That the genitive case of the vocative (munada) in the possessive construction constitutes
two-thirds of the vocative cases in the entire corpus (66.7%), and the proper singular noun
as vocative does not appear even once therein, despite the existence within the poems
themselves of proper nouns suitable for vocative address; the reason for this is that the
possessive construction possesses a prior ruling over the vocative that the proper noun does
not possess.

2. That two-thirds of the vocative verbs (66.7%) refer to an inanimate object, an abstract
meaning, or a rational being that is addressed through metaphor; this percentage removes
the phenomenon from the realm of the incidental and places it within the realm of the
intended structure.

3. The poets use of the vocative verb to address non-rational entities is a complete grammatical
transformation, not merely a mental construct. This is evident through four consistent
features in the sentence structure: the attribution of the request to the vocative verb, the
agreement of the pronoun, the grammatical form and the adverbial phrase with the vocative
verb, its connection to the relative pronoun, and the continuous use of second-person
pronouns referred to in subsequent verses. Accordingly, this study, by enumerating Arabic
grammatical markers, confirms the concept of address construction (sakhti mukhatab) in
modern poetic studies.

4. The omission of the vocative particle at the beginning of Labbayk, Ruh Abu al-Jawad
reverses the direction of address and transforms the poet from the summoner into the
responder; and this is a position in which the meter is correct in both cases, so attributing it
to metrical necessity is not correct.

5. Distinguishing between the obligatory and the recommended is a condition for the validity
of the argument: four out of fifteen instances have made the construction of "kull" (every/all)
obligatory, so no intention has been attributed to the poet in that form, even if such intention
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has been attributed to him in the origin of the choice of the noun defined with the definite

article.

6. The response test resulted in the loss of one type in all instances of vocative address, namely
the loss of the communicative station of the one being summoned; and this correspondence
with the diversity of vocatives is evidence of the unity of this process.

7. Two-thirds of the sentences that follow the vocative verb (66.7%) are imperative or
conditional, and both require that the addressee be the agent; this is itself independent
evidence that the vocative verb creates an agent, not merely summoning a name.

8. This corpus, even in the context of elegy where the possibility of mourning is present, is
entirely devoid of lamentation, supplication, and tenderness, inasmuch as its discourse is a
public discourse that transforms the deceased into a public value, not a private loss.

9. The poet bases his judgments on the accusative case and the morphology and syntax of the
vocative verb the relative adjective and the coordinating conjunction rather than on the
principal positions of the predicate; and this is an argumentative feature that causes the
received judgment to appear as though it were accepted.

10. The structure of address to non-rational entities is originally inherited from pre-Islamic
poetry, and the poets distinction therein lies in two matters: the preference for abstract
meanings over sensible entities, and the extension of discourse after the address into
successive verses, to the extent that the poem becomes a discourse addressed to non-rational
entities, rather than a description of them.

11. This summons, in relation to omission, restriction, and the passive construction, is
positioned as a counterpart in sentence procedure and a complement in purpose: they operate
at the sentence level through omission, while the summons operates at the discourse level
through bringing forth.

12. This procedure is suitable for transfer to the classroom, inasmuch as it facilitates the
teaching of the chapter on vocative address in an applied manner that links the grammatical
rule to its function in the text.

This study states two of its limitations: the small size of the corpus, which necessitates
caution in generalizing to the poets entire poetry, and the necessity of the influence of context
in the selection of the type of vocative, which requires a broader induction encompassing the
entire corpus.
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