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Objective: The concept of resistance (mugawamat) has, in recent decades, become one
of the most pivotal concepts in the intellectual and political discourse of the Islamic world,
and particularly of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Nevertheless, many analyses have
understood this concept at the level of political, military, or strategic action and have
reduced it to a reaction against external threats and pressures. In this midst, Grand
Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, as a Muslim jurist and thinker, has advanced noteworthy
perspectives on the foundations of resistance that transcend the level of conventional
analyses. The theology of resistance in his thought cannot be regarded as merely a
political position; this concept rests upon a coherent and multilayered anthropological
system, without an understanding of which any explanation of resistance will be
incomplete and reductive.

Method: This research has been conducted on the basis of published works as well as the
KHAMENELIR website.

Results: Within this system, the human being is a monotheistic, noble (karim), primordial
(fitrat-mand), free, responsible, and meaningful entity within the horizon of martyrdom
and the afterlife. In this framework, monotheism (tawhid) is the liberating principle that
delivers the human being from servitude to other than God; human dignity constitutes the
basis of his right to independence and steadfastness against humiliation; the primordial
nature (fitrat) is the inner faculty for distinguishing truth from falsehood; and free choice
transforms the human being into a responsible and history-making agent. Hope, trust in
God (tawakkul), and the aspiration for martyrdom guarantee his spiritual steadfastness
against threats.

Conclusion: This research demonstrates that resistance in his thought is neither an emotional
reaction nor merely a strategic matter; rather, it is a mode of being of the believing human
being and the concrete manifestation of his monotheistic identity.
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Introduction
In the contemporary world, resistance is predominantly analyzed within the domains of social

sciences, international relations, and political studies as a confrontational reaction against
domination, occupation, or structural pressures. Although these sociological approaches are
useful in understanding collective behavior and power relations, they frequently neglect its deeper
foundations namely, the theological, anthropological, and teleological underpinnings. In
reductionist materialist approaches, the sacrifice of ones life and sustained steadfastness against
arrogant powers are sometimes interpreted as emotional behavior devoid of pragmatic
justifications; whereas, if resistance is reduced to a merely political act, the fundamental question
remains unanswered: what truth within the human being summons him to stand against
oppression, and what relation does resistance bear to his identity, faith, and inherent dignity?

In Islamic thought, the human being is an entity endowed with a divine primordial nature
(fitrat), reason, free choice, and a grave responsibility before himself, society, and the Lord. From
this perspective, human life is an inescapable field of choice between exaltation and fall, or
between the front of truth and falsehood. Upon entering the domain of the theology of resistance,
this steadfastness transforms from a mere necessity for survival into the highest manifestation of
faithful rationality and the most meaningful act of the teleologically-oriented human being for the
realization of vicegerency (khilafat Allah). Accordingly, the theology of resistance is not merely
an operational strategy but a theoretical endeavor to explain the relation among God, humanity,
history, and responsible action a theology that regards resistance as the undeniable requisite of
faith, dignity, and fidelity to truth.

In the intellectual system of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, the concept of resistance
occupies a pivotal and central station and rests upon a profound anthropological outlook. In this
view, steadfastness against oppression and arrogance is not an incidental, imposed, or external
matter upon the essence of the believing human being; rather, it is counted among the inseparable
requisites of his faith identity and his individual and social perfection. Accordingly, the principal
question of the present research is: What are the anthropological foundations of the theology of
resistance in his perspective, and how do these foundational principles play a role in the
explanation, justification, and continuity of the concept of resistance?

The significance of addressing this question lies in the fact that shifting the inquiry from the
social effects and consequences of resistance to the relation of resistance to the existential truth
of the human being elevates the research beyond the level of everyday political analyses and
opens a new horizon in understanding the fundamental discussions of modern theology. The
innovation of this article lies in its rereading of the concept of resistance as a mode of being of
the believing human being in the world a human being who sees himself in the presence of God
and within the course of historical transformations as an active and responsible agent.

This research has been conducted through a descriptive-analytical method, relying upon
library-based studies (including foundational Islamic sources and the analysis of Ayatollah
Khameneis statements and works). The present article endeavors to demonstrate that the
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anthropological foundations of the theology of resistance in this perspective may be formulated
in principles such as inherent dignity, free choice and will, the truth seeking primordial nature,
duty-orientation, and sincere servitude to God principles that demonstrate that resistance is the
principal ground for the flourishing and realization of human capacities on the path toward God.

Method

This research has been conducted on the basis of published works as well as the
KHAMENEL IR website.

Results

Within this system, the human being is a monotheistic, noble (karim), primordial (fitrat mand),
free, responsible, and meaningful entity within the horizon of martyrdom and the afterlife. In this
framework, monotheism (tawhid) is the liberating principle that delivers the human being from
servitude to other than God; human dignity constitutes the basis of his right to independence and
steadfastness against humiliation; the primordial nature (fitrat) is the inner faculty for
distinguishing truth from falsehood; and free choice transforms the human being into a
responsible and history-making agent. Hope, trust in God (tawakkul), and the aspiration for
martyrdom guarantee his spiritual steadfastness against threats.

Conclusion

The analysis of the anthropological foundations of resistance in the intellectual system of
Ayatollah Khamenei (may God have mercy upon him) demonstrates that this concept in his
thought is not reducible to a temporary political strategy or a passive military reaction; rather, it
is the practical translation and concrete manifestation of a comprehensive and transcendent
anthropology. The achievements of this research indicate that resistance has founded its
anthropological underpinnings upon principles such as monotheism (tawhid) and the negation of
servitude to other than God (as the ground of inherent dignity), the perfection seeking and justice
seeking primordial nature (as a cognitive shield), free choice and historical responsibility (in
opposition to determinism), transcendent rationality, and a psychological structure grounded in
hope and trust in God (tawakkul).

In this view, in contrast to materialist and Western anthropology which, by reducing the human
being to a merely self-interested entity, entraps him in the dichotomy of arrogance (domination
over others) or passivity (submission to superior power) the resistant human being of the Islamic
caliber is born. This type of human being is an entity who is innately inclined toward truth, who
changes the course of history through his free will, who regulates his choices beyond instrumental
rationality and on the basis of the linkage between worldly and otherworldly interests, and who,
in confronting crises, possesses the highest level of resilience by virtue of his connection to the
network of divine assistance.

Based on this theoretical geometry, the most important practical implication of the present
research for cultural, educational, and media policymaking institutions is that the cultivation of a
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resistant generation and the consolidation of the culture of resistance in society will not be realized
merely through propagandistic and slogan-based approaches; rather, it requires anthropological
policymaking. This means that the educational and cultural system must, instead of momentary
excitements, focus upon awakening the primordial nature, recognizing the free choice and agency
of the youth, and enhancing the power of calculation on the basis of transcendent rationality.

Ultimately, resistance is not a choice born of desperation; rather, it is a ground for the
flourishing of the highest human capacities and the arena for the manifestation of humanity on
the path toward God. This perspective elevates resistance from an imposed necessity to an
existential virtue and a divine duty that is the sole guarantor of the preservation of identity,
dignity, and worldly and otherworldly felicity of the individual and society against the system of
domination.
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