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Obijective: In modern studies of prosody (‘arud), a prevailing notion has emerged that the
transition from metrical circles (dawa'ir-i wazni) to the metrical foot (payah-yi wazni)
represents a methodological rupture, as though the metrical foot were a new system
replacing al-Khalil's system. This research is founded upon a contrary hypothesis: that the
metrical foot is an element of al-Khalil's system itself, and what has changed is the
function of the instrument, not its essence. The circle is an instrument for generation and
analysis that reveals the separation of one meter from another and distinguishes the
metrical foot from the syllable, whereas the metrical foot is an instrument for describing
the line used to measure the form of the text as it appears.

Method: This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, analyzes the
structure of the metrical circle and its primary and secondary functions. To this end,
classical prosodic texts and the views of al-Khalil and his followers, alongside modern
prosodic studies, have been examined and compared.

Results: It then examines the reasons for the decline in the use of the circle, including the
inclusion of theoretical meters and the emergence of conditions such as omission (hadhf),
disclosure (ishhar), and the partial application of these meters in poetic reality. The
research subsequently addresses the transformation of prosody from a descriptive science
to a normative science among the followers of al-Khalil, culminating in the application of
taqti (scansion) to examples of Arabic poetry and the examination of the position of the
pioneers of free verse regarding meter.

Conclusion: This research concludes that the free verse movement has not deviated from
al-Khalil's materials, inasmuch as its pioneers founded their theory upon the very same
Khalilian metrical unit; rather, it has distanced itself from the complete metrical cycle of
which the circle is the presupposition. The relationship between these two instruments is
one of functional integration, not substitution.
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Introduction
In many modern prosodic writings, it is almost universally accepted that Arabic rhythmic

studies have shifted from the circle system to the meter system the former being a closed and
traditional system, while the latter is a modern and flexible one and that the rupture between
them was necessitated by the evolution of poetry. This understanding rests upon an
unexamined assumption: that the metrical foot is an element external to al-Khalil's system,
whereas the metrical foot lies at the very heart of its structure, and the circle itself revolves
around the metrical feet and organizes them. The subject that this research addresses is that
the difference between these two instruments is not a difference in essence, but rather in
function. Those who overlook this distinction condemn the circle to inadequacy in a place
where it was never intended to operate, and burden the metrical foot beyond what it can bear.

Accordingly, this research endeavors to answer three questions: What is the fundamental
function of the circle in al-Khalil's system, and where does the meter stand within it? What
are the internal reasons that led to the decline in the use of the circle in analysis and the
survival of the meter? Does free verse represent a distancing from al-Khalil's system, or
merely a distancing from the metrical cycle?

Addressing these questions required that the research proceed in eleven sections: it begins
with the liberation of the station of the foot from the circle system; then examines the nature
of the metrical components upon which the two instruments are constructed; then examines
the ten feet and what branches forth from them in terms of metrical variation and deficiency;
then examines the reasons for the decline of work with the circle and the transformation of
prosody from a descriptive science to a normative science; then applies the two instruments
to examples of scansion (taqti) and explains what happens to the foot when it is separated
from its premises; then presents the forms of deviation from the system prior to free verse,
the question of mutadarak and khabab, and the position of the pioneers of free verse regarding
meter; and concludes with the impact of distinguishing between these two instruments in
study and pedagogy.

This research, employing a descriptive analytical approach, describes the structure and
functions of the metrical circle as defined by prosodists. It then analyzes the criticisms leveled
against it and tests both instruments in poetic examples through scansion. The background of
this research is that most writings comparing the metrical circle and the metrical foot focus
on pedagogical comparisons. Ali Asghar Qahramani Mugbil's study, Nizami Shiri bayni Arabi
wa Farsi (Poetic System between Arabic and Persian), is among the most comprehensive
works that comparatively addresses the functions of the metrical circle (Qahramani Mugbil,
2015). Qadaya al-Shir al-Muasir (Issues of Contemporary Poetry) by Nazik al-Malaikah is
regarded as the first theoretical document of the free verse movement in its positioning
regarding meter. This research has been conducted on the basis of these works, together with
classical prosodic sources.
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Method

This research, employing a descriptive analytical approach, analyzes the structure of the
metrical circle and its primary and secondary functions. To this end, classical prosodic texts
and the views of al-Khalil and his followers, alongside modern prosodic studies, have been
examined and compared.

Results

It then examines the reasons for the decline in the use of the circle, including the inclusion
of theoretical meters and the emergence of conditions such as omission (hadhf), disclosure
(ishhar), and the partial application of these meters in poetic reality. The research
subsequently addresses the transformation of prosody from a descriptive science to a
normative science among the followers of al-Khalil, culminating in the application of taqti
(scansion) to examples of Arabic poetry and the examination of the position of the pioneers
of free verse regarding meter.

Conclusion
This research concluded with the following:

1. Metrical components (syllable, foot, and pause) are not linguistic units, although they are
derived from the principles of language; they contain a prosodic hypothesis beyond the
mere description of sound namely, the possibility of metrical variation. Those who
overlook this implication reduce prosody to mere linguistic variation and thereby take a
step backward from where they intended to advance.

2. The metrical foot is not an element external to al-Khalil's system; rather, it is the very
essence of the circle itself. The circle revolves around the metrical feet and their
arrangement, and the process of deconstruction is an operation performed upon them.
Therefore, speaking of a rupture between the two systems is unfounded.

3. The difference between these two instruments is a difference in function: the circle is an
instrument for generation and decoding that reveals the separation of one meter from another
and distinguishes the nail (watad) from the cord (sabab); whereas the foot is an instrument
for describing the line by means of which the image of the text is measured as it appears.
Thus they operate at two different levels of analysis, and neither replaces the other.

4. The decline in the use of the circle in poetic analysis is due to internal reasons pertaining
to its structure: the inclusion of theoretical meters within it, and the emergence of reasons
such as selection (ikhtiyar), disclosure (ishhar), and separation from the application of
those meters in poetic reality not due to any deficiency in the idea itself.

5. Scansion (taqti) has demonstrated that many errors in attributing verses to their meters
arise merely from reliance on auditory perception. For instance, attributing a verse from
the wafir meter to the kamil meter is an error revealed by scansion and explained by the
circle through the reduction of two images to a single origin.
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6. Deviation from the system existed prior to the free verse movement, and at all its stages it
was a deviation from structure, rhyme, and the equality of the two hemistichs not from the
principles of meter. Mikhail Nuaymah is the most prominent example of this, inasmuch as
he launched a fierce attack upon the science of prosody while remaining committed to
Khalilian meters in his own poetry.

7. The khabab meter is the most difficult meter to reconcile with al-Khalil's hypothesis not
because its generation from the circle of the mutaqarib meter is impossible, but because
describing its actual image requires the occurrence of a deficiency in the layering, which
is not [in fact] layering. It is from this point that the free verse movement began; hence it
was imagined that this movement constituted a deviation from the poetic system whose
concern was its weakest points.

8. Modern poetry did not deviate from al-Khalil's materials, inasmuch as its pioneer,
Salamah, returned the new rhythm to the very same Khalilian meter; rather, it deviated
from the complete metrical cycle that the circle encompasses. Therefore, the shift from the
circle to the foot is a change at the level of the instrument's construction and function, not
in the principles of the system.
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