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Obijective: The Mahdist idea and messianism are among the fundamental components of
Shi'i theological, mystical, and literary thought, whose reflection in Persian poetry
acquires distinctive aesthetic and emotional dimensions. Mulla Muhsin Fayd Kashani,
one of the most prominent thinkers and authorities of the Safavid era, has expounded this
doctrine in his versified work entitled Shawgi Mahdi (Longing for the Mahdi) with an
impassioned tone derived from the Persian ghazal tradition. The examination of this work
is necessary in that it reveals the nexus between the theological doctrine of Mahdism and
its literary and emotional experience during one of the most significant periods of Shii
history.

Method: This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying upon a close
reading of the text of Fayd Kashani's ghazals and drawing upon authoritative sources on
Mahdism and Islamic mysticism, examines the reflection of the Mahdist idea, the concept
of awaiting (intizar), occultation (ghaybat), reappearance (zuhur), and hope for the
transformation of the age in his poetry. This method facilitates the analysis of the semantic
system and emotional structure of Fayd's poetry in light of theological and mystical
foundations.

Results: The findings indicate that awaiting in Fayd's poetry is not a passive current;
rather, it is an emotional and hopeinspiring experience that the poet has depicted through
semantic antitheses such as the suffering of separation and the joy of union, the darkness
of the age and the dawn of the reappearance. These antitheses suggest that awaiting in
Fayd's thought constitutes a cognitive-emotional mechanism for resilience against despair
and injustice.

Conclusion: Within this structure, Imam Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance) is not
merely the manifestation of the promised justice but also the spiritual mainstay of the wayfarer
in times of turmoil, and his poetry constructs a bridge between theological knowledge and the
lived experience of awaiting. Accordingly, Shawqi Mahdi may be regarded as a prominent
example of the literature of awaiting, in which the theological doctrine is transformed into an
aesthetic and emotional experience.
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Introduction
The doctrine of Mahdism and the question of the Promised Savior in Islamic theology and

philosophy transcend a merely historical proposition; they constitute a cornerstone of Shii
political and eschatological theology and the nexus between the teleology of creation and the
continuity of divine guardianship (Safi Gulpaygani, 1996). In Shii thought, the Imam is regarded
not only as the final reformer and executor of universal justice but also as the mediator of
legislative and generative grace and the complete manifestation of the Greatest Name of God
(Tabatabai, 2008). At the intersection of Transcendent Theosophy, Ibn Arabi's theoretical
mysticism, and transmitted texts, the Promised Savior came to be identified with the Perfect
Human and the Seal of the Muhammadan Restricted Guardianship (Mutahhari, 2000; Sadiqi
Arzgani, 2003; Nasiri, 2006).

The Safavid era played an unparalleled role in consolidating this intellectual system, a period
in which earlier distinctions among Peripatetic philosophy, Illuminationism, Sufism, and
transmitted theology were redefined under the Isfahan School and the emergence of Transcendent
Theosophy (Tamim-dari, 1993). At its center stands Mulla Muhsin Fayd Kashani (1006-1091
AH), a multidimensional thinker who sought to link shari‘ah, spiritual path, and truth on the basis
of the Ahl al-Bayt traditions (Yathribi, 2005). For Fayd, poetry is not literary diversion but a
didactic, demonstrative, and intuitive medium for explicating the deepest layers of religious
knowledge (Rastigu, 1997). In his Kulliyyati Ashar and Shawqgi Mahdi, he reflected the various
dimensions of Mahdist thought. Yet existing analyses have often remained at the level of
impressionistic reports or formal thematic extraction, leaving the governing intellectual system
unexamined.

The fundamental problem of this research is to discover and analyze the structure governing
Mahdist thought in Fayd's poetical corpus on the basis of his philosophical-mystical system. It
asks: How are the theological and philosophical axioms concerning the Proof of the House of
Hasan such as inner guardianship, generative and legislative occultation, the necessity of the
Proof's survival, awaiting as spiritual becoming, and the final transformation of the world
reproduced and organized in his poetical language?

This problem possesses epistemic necessity and innovation on several grounds. First, the
poetry of great Shii scholars has often been viewed merely rhetorically or emotionally, whereas
Fayd's poetry is the intuitive extension of the principles expounded in his philosophical treatises,
such as llm al-Yaqin and Ayn al-Yaqin (Fayd Kashani, 2014; 2024); hence, a systematic reading
in light of his theological-mystical views is indispensable. Second, the prevailing conception of
awaiting in later Mahdist poetry has sometimes been reduced to passivity or mere lamentation,
whereas the question is whether Fayd, as a Sadrian philosopher and jurist-traditionist, regards
awaiting as existential congruity with the Perfect Human and part of the soul’s perfecting motion.
Third, the link between the Imamate, the Perfect Human, and the seal of guardianship is among
the most complex knots in Shii thought; it must be determined how Fayd reconciled Ibn Arabi's
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notion of the Seal of the Saints with the traditional belief in the Twelfth Imam and purified it from
deviant interpretations.

Answering these questions necessitates a descriptive-analytical and ijtihadi method based on
content analysis of the poetical texts within the horizon of theological, philosophical, and mystical
data. The principal corpus is grounded in the Kulliyyati Ashar (2017) and Shawqi Mahdi (2017).
The extracted verses are categorized according to four fundamental components the reality of
guardianship and the Perfect Human, the epistemology of occultation, the spiritual wayfaring of
awaiting, and the eschatology of the reappearance and realization of justice and are then
analytically re-read in light of earlier and later theological and philosophical texts (Safi
Gulpaygani, 1996; Ridwani, 2007; Mutahhari, 2000; Baranjkar, 2003) and contemporary studies
of Mahdism and ritual literature (Ahmadi, 2003; Tamim-dari, 1993; Rastigu, 1997). This
approach makes it possible to reconstruct the organic structure of Fayd's Mahdist thought while
avoiding the imposition of unsupported assumptions upon the fabric of the poetry.

Method

This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying upon a close reading of the
text of Fayd Kashani's ghazals and drawing upon authoritative sources on Mahdism and Islamic
mysticism, examines the reflection of the Mahdist idea, the concept of awaiting (intizar),
occultation (ghaybat), reappearance (zuhur), and hope for the transformation of the age in his
poetry. This method facilitates the analysis of the semantic system and emotional structure of
Fayd's poetry in light of theological and mystical foundations.

Results

The findings indicate that awaiting in Fayd's poetry is not a passive current; rather, it is an
emotional and hopeinspiring experience that the poet has depicted through semantic antitheses
such as the suffering of separation and the joy of union, the darkness of the age and the dawn of
the reappearance. These antitheses suggest that awaiting in Fayd's thought constitutes a cognitive-
emotional mechanism for resilience against despair and injustice.

Conclusion

Mahdism in Fayd Kashani's thought is not an external element reflected merely in emotion
and lamentation; rather, it arises from a coherent theological, philosophical, and mystical system
in which the Imam is the intermediary between divine truth and the realm of possibility,
occultation is the human being's epistemic trial, awaiting is the practical program of spiritual
wayfaring, and reappearance is the endpoint of history's evolutionary movement. Fayd elevated
the ghazal to the rank of versified theological text, reconstructing in Shawqi Mahdi and the
Kulliyyati Ash'ar the same doctrines he expounded demonstratively and intuitively in 1lm al-
Yaqgin and Ayn al-Yagin. What this research examined is thus the poetic translation of a system,
not emotions divorced from thought.
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Regarding the first question, Fayd established convergence among three domains: in Imami
theology, he emphasizes the necessity of the living Proof, the continuity of guardianship, and the
concrete historical determination of the Twelfth Imam, avoiding any reduction of guardianship
to something mental or symbolic; in Transcendent Theosophy and theoretical mysticism, he
regards that figure as the Perfect Human, the manifestation of the Greatest Name, and the
mediator of generative grace; and in literature, he conveys this same truth through Hafizian
metaphors and the transformation of the Cupbearer into the Mahdi. The image of the Imam in his
poetry is thus not an abstract ideal but a living generative presence in relation to which the human
being finds meaning.

Regarding the second question the epistemology of occultation Fayd removes the issue from
merely spatial and temporal discussions and ties it to the human being's perceptual veil. Although
occultation is divine wisdom and a trial, the root of the feeling of separation lies in inner veils,
the darkness of egoity, and the incapacity to perceive presence; the theme You are yourself the
veil, otherwise my face is manifest precisely relocates epistemic responsibility from the absent to
the observer. Awaiting thus shifts from horizontal, calendrical awaiting to vertical, existential
awaiting.

Regarding the third question the spiritual function of awaiting Fayd separates awaiting from
passivity and ties it to three interconnected sides: knowledge (attaining nearness to the Imam
through learning and study of prophetic and Alawi teachings), piety (purification of the faculties),
and obedience (adherence to shariah). Awaiting is thus an ethical and spiritual program
compelling the believer to reduce the gap between the existing and the ideal order.

Fayd then moves from the individual to the social level, depicting the Mahdist ideal city. The
image of reappearance has two inseparable aspects: social and political revolution dismantling
oppression and Dajjal-like systems, and epistemic and religious revolution returning sciences to
their source in revelation and guardianship. The promised justice thus has both a structural
dimension (equitable distribution of power and wealth) and an epistemic dimension (the
sovereignty of truth over illusions).

A subtle point of Fayd's thought is the dialectic of the Proof's historical patience and the
impatience of human reason: the Imam is at the utmost readiness awaiting the divine command,
while humans hasten time out of restlessness. This critiques two reciprocal errors precipitation
(setting a time for the reappearance) and suspension (passivity) with Fayd advocating active
patience: heartfelt stability accompanied by continuous struggle. Supplications such as may | be
sacrificed for you express not fear but existential becoming and the annihilation of egoity before
the Friend of God.

Finally, the philosophy of hope in Fayd's poetry is Quranic and tradition-based: he grounds
the promise of final victory in inviolable divine norms, making hope a kind of historical certainty
that strengthens agency and rejects despair as an epistemic sin. This transforms his Mahdist poetry
into a knowledge-bestowing and motivating system, not poetry of isolation.

Several theoretical achievements emerge: the systematic coherence of Fayd's thought around
the axis of guardianship; a model for linking theology and literature; the redefinition of awaiting
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as social capital, transforming it from threat to opportunity and from lethargy to a driving engine
of reform; and the proposal of an epistemology of the veil rather than merely a theology of
occultation.

The research has limitations: its focus on the poetical corpus and certain prose works; the
allusive rather than systematic comparison with other mystical poets, especially Hafiz; the need
for examination of the social-historical dimensions of awaiting in the Safavid era; and the lack of
access to authoritative manuscripts of Shawqi Mahdi. Future research is proposed on critical
editing of the text, comparative study of Mahdist imagery in the Isfahan School,
phenomenological analysis of the experience of awaiting, the relation of Fayd's thought to Safavid
socio-political thought, and the educational-psychological function of historical hope.

The final conclusion is that Fayd Kashani's Mahdist poetry is, in a single phrase, the poetry of
presence within occultation: a presence perceived not by sight but by knowledge, piety, and
obedience; an occultation that is not an obstacle to connection but a trial of insight; and an
awaiting that is not the end of history but the beginning of responsibility. By linking Imami
theology, Transcendent Theosophy, theoretical mysticism, and Persian ghazal, Fayd offered a
lived and action-oriented model of awaiting that can still inspire theological, ethical, and social
research today.
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