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Objective: The question of free will and moral responsibility is among the most
fundamental discussions in the philosophy of action, which in Transcendent Theosophy
(al-Hikmat al-Mutaaliyah) is explicable by reliance upon foundational principles such as
the principality and gradation of existence (asalat wa tashkiki wujud), the substantial
motion of the soul (harakati jawhariyi nafs), the principle al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-
quwa (the soul, in its unity, is all the faculties), and presential self-awareness (ilmi
huduri). The objective of this research is to examine the station of practical reason (agli
amali) in the realization, intensification, and gradation of free will, and to elucidate its
implications in the analysis of error, ignorance, and moral responsibility.

Method: The research method is descriptive-analytical and grounded in the rereading and
philosophical ijtihad of the primary texts of Sadr al-Mutaallihin and his commentators.
This method facilitates the systematic reconstruction of Sadrian foundations in explaining
will and moral responsibility and the assessment of their internal coherence.

Results: The findings indicate that will in Sadrian philosophy is not an accidental attribute
separable from the essence; rather, it is subordinate to the existential gradations of the
soul and a manifestation of a degree of its existential perfection. Practical reason, by
apprehending interests and benefits, generates an emphatic desire (azm) and brings the
will to the level of actuality. The gradational nature of the levels of the soul and will
explains the degrees of moral responsibility, the tracing of the roots of ignorance, and the
analysis of why moral error occurs such that causal necessity is not incompatible with
voluntary agency, and moral responsibility acquires a genetic and philosophical
foundation.

Conclusion: Accordingly, it may be concluded that in Transcendent Theosophy, free will and
moral responsibility are not only incompatible neither with causal necessity nor with the
existential gradations of the soul; rather, within the framework of the gradation of existence
and the substantial motion of the soul, they find a coherent and genetic explanation an
explanation possessing the capacity to offer a philosophical model for analyzing the degrees
of moral responsibility and justifying error and ignorance.
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Introduction
The question of free will and the explanation of its structure in relation to human actions has

long been one of the most challenging and, at the same time, most foundational discussions in the
domains of theoretical philosophy, moral philosophy, and epistemology. In the tradition of
Islamic philosophy, this question has predominantly been raised within the context of the
discussions of determinism and free choice (jabr wa ikhtiyar), divine decree and destiny (gada wa
gadar), and the free and the compelled agent (faili mukhtar wa mujbar). Nevertheless, a precise
explanation of how the will is generated, its gradations, and the manner of its linkage with the
existential structure of the human soul requires reliance upon a coherent philosophical system
capable of resolving the traditional impasses between causal necessity and freedom of the will.

In this midst, the Transcendent Theosophy of Sadrayi Shirazi (Sadr al-Din Shirazi), founded
upon the four principles of the principality of existence (asalat-i wujud), the gradation of the levels
of existence (tashkiki maratibi wujud), substantial motion (harakati jawhari), and the principle of
the union of the knower, the known, and knowledge (ittihadi alim wa malum wa ilm), has opened
new horizons before researchers. In this system, the human being is a multileveled and fluid entity
who ascends, within the context of substantial motion, from the level of nature to the levels of
immateriality and rationality. The human soul, at the outset of its origination, is bodily in its
origination (jismaniyyat al-huduth), but within the context of its spiritual subsistence, it attains
the elevated stations of immateriality. This intensifying motion influences not only the cognitive
dimensions of the human being but also his conative and volitional domain.

Nevertheless, in previous research, the generalities of free choice and will have predominantly
been addressed, while the key role of practical reason (agli amali) in the gradation, realization,
and intensification of free will particularly in its close connection with categories such as error,
ignorance, and the multiple dimensions of moral responsibility has been less frequently examined
in an integrated and systematic manner. The principal question of the present research is: How
and through what existential mechanism is free will formed within the context of Transcendent
Theosophy? What is the station of practical reason in this gradational process? And what
implications does the explanation of the issuance of acts from the multileveled soul carry for the
analysis of error, ignorance, and the measure of human moral responsibility?

On the basis of this problem, the principal hypothesis of the research rests upon the proposition
that free will in Transcendent Theosophy is not an accidental attribute separable from the essence;
rather, it is generated on the basis of the existential structure of the soul and within the context of
substantial motion and the interaction of theoretical and practical reason. Practical reason, as the
manager of the bodys governance and the director of particular acts, brings the will from
potentiality to actuality by issuing practical judgments and generating emphatic desire (azm).
Since the existential levels of the soul are gradational, the levels of human will and free choice
will likewise be gradational. Therefore, moral responsibility is not a conventional matter or an
external commitment; rather, it is a reflection of the existential identity and the actualized level
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of the human soul. Ignorance and moral error likewise have their roots in the deficiency of the
existential level, the dark veils, and the deviation of practical reason from its perfecting path.

The necessity of this research lies in the fact that, relying upon authentic Sadrian foundations,
it offers a coherent explanation of free will that simultaneously addresses the theological
challenges of determinism and free choice and provides a firm foundation for moral philosophy
and the assessment of individual and social responsibilities of the human being. The research
method in this writing is descriptive-analytical, carried out with the utilization of authentic
philosophical sources and the primary texts of Transcendent Theosophy.

Method

The research method is descriptive-analytical and grounded in the rereading and philosophical
ijtihad of the primary texts of Sadr al-Mutaallihin and his commentators. This method facilitates
the systematic reconstruction of Sadrian foundations in explaining will and moral responsibility
and the assessment of their internal coherence.

Results

The findings indicate that will in Sadrian philosophy is not an accidental attribute separable
from the essence; rather, it is subordinate to the existential gradations of the soul and a
manifestation of a degree of its existential perfection. Practical reason, by apprehending interests
and benefits, generates an emphatic desire (azm) and brings the will to the level of actuality. The
gradational nature of the levels of the soul and will explains the degrees of moral responsibility,
the tracing of the roots of ignorance, and the analysis of why moral error occurs such that causal
necessity is not incompatible with voluntary agency, and moral responsibility acquires a genetic
and philosophical foundation.

Conclusion

The present study, relying upon the authentic philosophical and ontological foundations of
Transcendent Theosophy (Mulla Sadra) and centering on the explanation of practical reason, the
process of the realization of free will, and its implications in the analysis of error, ignorance, and
moral responsibility, has arrived at structural and profound conclusions which are presented in
this section as a comprehensive synthesis and conclusion. The key problem of this research was
to transcend the traditional impasses between theological and philosophical determinism and
absolute uncaused free choice (delegation/tawfid) a challenge that received a novel and coherent
response through Mulla Sadras innovative principles, namely the principality of existence, the
gradation of the levels of existence, substantial motion, and the principle that the soul, in its unity,
is all the faculties.

According to the findings of this research, human free will is not a sudden, accidental, or
discrete phenomenon detached from the causal order of the universe; rather, it is an existential,
gradational event arising from the intensifying motion of the soul. The human soul, as an entity
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bodily in its origination and spiritual in its subsistence (jismaniyyat al-huduth wa ruhaniyyat al-
baga), traverses, within the context of substantial motion, the various material, imaginal
(barzakhi), and intellectual levels. In this evolutionary journey, practical reason, as the
intermediary link between theoretical epistemology and practical ethics, plays a key role in
managing instincts, distinguishing true good from imagined good, and regulating the process of
the issuance of acts. The transcendental process of the issuance of an act from the conception of
the act, the affirmation of its utility, the emergence of emphatic desire, to resolution and will
demonstrates that free will is precisely the subjects connection to the longitudinal chain of causes
and is not incompatible with the principle of causal necessity (a thing, so long as it is not
necessary, does not exist). Mulla Sadra, by proposing the theory of necessity by free choice
(wujub bi-l-ikhtiyar), explained that the necessity of the issuance of an act is subordinate to the
will of the agent and constitutes the final component of the complete cause; therefore, the
necessity that springs from the very essence of the willing subject is identical with freedom and
awareness.

One of the important achievements of this research is the demonstration of gradation in
freedom and moral responsibility. Freedom is not a binary and absolute concept; rather, it is a
multileveled reality that intensifies and deepens in tandem with the existential intensification of
the soul and its intellectual immateriality. Human beings enslaved by illusions and instinct
possess a weaker freedom, whereas the human being established in the station of rationality and
pure intellection enjoys the highest level of autonomy of will (and, in mystical stations,
annihilation in the will of the Supreme Being and agency through manifestation). Corresponding
to this gradation, moral responsibility is likewise a multileveled concept; responsibility pertains
to the attribution of the act, praise and blame, and deserving of reward and punishment, and is
profoundly intertwined with the existential quality and awareness of the agent.

In the analysis of error, ignorance, and the deviation of the will, the research demonstrated that
sin and moral error do not necessarily arise from simple ignorance; rather, they are rooted in
compound ignorance, the dominance of the estimative and imaginal faculties over practical
reason, and the subjugation of reason to the service of the appetitive and irascible faculties. When
estimation (wahm) prevails over reason, imagined goods replace the true good, and the will
inclines toward false ends; in this state, although the agent is an agent at the proximate level, he
is deprived of full freedom due to the obstruction of the higher levels of practical reason, and his
deviation is a consequence of the deficiency of his existential structure. Nevertheless, since
voluntary acts, over time, sediment as stable dispositions and states upon the page of the soul (the
foundation of the theory of the embodiment of deeds), the human being is, before reason, ethics,
and the order of genesis, responsible for the entirety of his personality structure and its
consequences.

In sum, the fundamental achievement of this research is that in Transcendent Theosophy, free
will and causal necessity are two sides of the same coin, and the human being, to the extent of his
existential realization and establishment in practical reason, becomes simultaneously the
manifestation of agency by contentment (failiyyat bilrida) and fully responsible for his thoughts
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and behaviors. This explanation not only effectively resolves the age-old challenge of
determinism and free choice but also provides a firm foundation for the analysis of the ethical,
educational, penal, and philosophical dimensions of human behavior in the contemporary world.
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