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Objective: The Mir tribe is one of the oldest tribes of the western region of the
country, which has inhabited areas of Luristan and Ilam since ancient times, and some
of the tribe's notables, during a period of Qajar and Pahlavi history, attained
governance over parts of these regions. The political activities of the Mir tribe, which
invariably attracted the attention of the ruling authority, arose from the tribe's power
structure. Members of the tribe were raised in a manner that impelled them toward
the expansion of governance. During the Qajar and Pahlavi eras, the tribe's power
seeking in the arena of governance became more pronounced. The present study seeks
to answer the question of what impact the power structure of the Mir tribe had on the
political activities of this tribe in the Balagiriweh region.

Method: The present study employs a descriptive-explanatory approach and the method
of oral history. This method facilitates the reconstruction of the political developments of
the Mir tribe through the oral narratives of the elderly and local informants, alongside
written sources.

Results: Despite the significance of the political movements of the Mir tribe, which
originated from their power structure, no adequate research has been conducted
concerning them. The results of the study indicated that the Mir tribe, drawing upon the
internal cohesion of its members and components such as militarism, a consultative
council, and a large population, sought to attain chieftaincy and regional power.
Conclusions: The Mir tribe, upon attaining power, endeavored to preserve it through
distinctive tribal characteristics such as collective obedience and the attribution of identity
to tribal power as a source of collective pride.
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Introduction
The Mir tribe is one of the largest tribal conglomerates, encompassing the Mir clan and the

Deyr Kavand subtribes of the Balagiriweh tribes. The branches of Mir Avas, Mir Khan-Ali, Mir
Rustam Khani, Mir Ridai, Mir Ali Khani, Mir Qitas, Mir Karim, and Mir Muttar are counted
among the subtribes of the Mir clan. These subtribes reside in three provinces: llam, Khuzistan,
and Luristan. The Mir Deyr Kavand (Derikavand) tribe is likewise divided into various branches.
The population of the Mir tribe and the Deyr Kavands in the 1920s was estimated at between
8,000 and 10,000 households. Mir Teymur Khan Deyr Kavand, Mir Seyd Muhammad Khan,
surnamed Ashraf al-Ashair, Mirza Muhammad Khan, Commander of the War of All Islamic
Forces (Mir, 1995), Mir Seyd Muhammad Khan Deyr Kavand, Mir Huseyn Ali Deyr Kavand,
and Mir Sipahdar Deyr Kavand are counted among the renowned figures of this clan (Mir
Hashimi, 1996).

Despite the multiplicity and dispersion of the tribe's population across three different
provinces, the Mir tribe, drawing upon the internal cohesion of its members and specific tribal
components, succeeded in attaining power for short periods. According to historical reports, the
Mir tribe's success in acquiring power was greater during the Qajar period, such that in this era,
in addition to the chieftaincy of all the clans and subtribes of the Balagiriweh region, men from
this tribe attained governance over Darreh Shahr (Seymareh) and the deputy-governorship of llam
(Pushti Kuh). Despite the considerable repression of the Pahlavi era against the tribes of the
region, particularly the Mir tribe, the struggles of the Mirs intensified during this period, to the
extent that the tribe's influential notable, Ashraf al-Ashair, was killed in this era. In reaction to
this killing, the Mirs established a powerful military organization named Arkani Harbi Kulli
Qivayi Islami (The General Staff of All Islamic Forces), which defeated the forces of the Pahlavi
state at the outset of hostilities. The Pahlavi state, in order to compensate for the defeat and prevent
the advance of the conquerors, resorted to the occupiers and advisers of the British government
in Iran. British aircraft, by bombing the Mir tribe, defeated them. Ultimately, these struggles led
to the hostage taking and exile of the Mirs (Mir, 2005).

This study, employing a descriptive explanatory approach and the method of oral history,
examines the power structure of the Mir tribe and the influence of tribal traditions on the tribe's
political performance. Since the power structure of any tribe depends on its socio political factors,
at the outset, alongside the definition of the term Mir, the origin and habitat of the Mir clan were
examined in order to attain an appropriate understanding of the Mir tribe's circumstances.
Subsequently, the tribe's power structure was examined in order to elucidate its influence on the
political activities of this tribe in the Balagiriweh region.

Method

The present study employs a descriptive-explanatory approach and the method of oral history.
This method facilitates the reconstruction of the political developments of the Mir tribe through the
oral narratives of the elderly and local informants, alongside written sources.
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Results

Despite the significance of the political movements of the Mir tribe, which originated
from their power structure, no adequate research has been conducted concerning them. The
results of the study indicated that the Mir tribe, drawing upon the internal cohesion of its
members and components such as militarism, a consultative council, and a large population,
sought to attain chieftaincy and regional power.

Conclusions

The forebears and ancestors of the Mir clan entered Iran through a political and adventurous
process, in a purposeful and history-making migration, and seized the five-hundred-year rule of
the Atabakan-i Lur-i Kuchak (the Atabegs of Lesser Luristan). After Shah 'Abbas Safawi
overthrew this clan, they once again employed their political acumen and aptitude and, during the
Qajar period, strove to attain a power they regarded as their rightful due. Since the Mirs had
always pursued political standing earnestly and purposefully, they once again achieved success
in this endeavor. A number of political events during the era of Nasir al-Din Shah and the sultans
who succeeded him provided the conditions for the expansion of their power, and they brought
regions of Luristan under their dominion. During the Pahlavi era, despite the efforts of the Mirs,
owing to the excessive repression and pressures of the state against the Mir tribe, no enduring
successes were achieved for them. Nevertheless, they never ceased struggling. This arose from
the political spirit and identity of this tribe. By drawing upon tribal traditions that possessed a
political function, they attained political standing in Luristan. These power-generating traditions
persisted throughout the entire Qajar and Pahlavi eras.
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