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Objective: The civil liability of martial arts coaches is regarded as one of the
significant subjects in various legal systems, particularly in Iran and Egypt. Given
the physical nature of martial arts and the possibility of serious injuries, the role of
coaches in preserving the safety and health of athletes is of particular importance.
This study undertakes a jurisprudential and legal analysis of the civil liability of
martial arts coaches in Iran and Egypt.

Method: This study employs a descriptive analytical method, grounded in authoritative
jurisprudential and legal sources.

Results: The findings of the research indicate that in both countries, the civil liability
of coaches is based on the fault theory, and in the event of establishing negligence or
deviation from professional standards, they are obligated to compensate for damages.
In Iranian law, this liability falls within the scope of the Civil Liability Act (1960) and
the Islamic Penal Code (2013), whereas in Egyptian law, the Egyptian Civil Code and
the general principles of civil liability determine the legal framework of coaches
liability. Furthermore, jurisprudential rules such as the principle of no harm (gaidahi la
darar) and the principle of destruction (qaidahi itlaf) are invoked in both legal systems
as the jurisprudential foundations of coaches liability. Despite general similarities,
there exist differences in the legal details of the two countries that highlight the
necessity of amending and completing the relevant regulations.

Conclusions: Accordingly, the present study offers recommendations for improving and
clarifying the laws pertaining to the civil liability of martial arts coaches in Iran and Egypt.
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Introduction
The civil liability of martial arts coaches is among the subjects that have received attention in

various legal systems, particularly in Iran and Egypt. Since martial arts inherently involve intense
physical contact and the possibility of bodily injury, the liability of coaches regarding the safety
of athletes is considered one of the key issues in this domain. This liability encompasses proper
instruction, observance of safety standards, and supervision over the performance of athletic
movements in accordance with scientific and professional principles. In the event of an accident,
the determination of coaches liability is carried out on the basis of the civil and criminal laws of
each country, and among these, the fault theory plays a role as one of the fundamental principles
in determining this liability (Katuziyan, 2016). In the Iranian legal system, the civil liability of
martial arts coaches falls under the governance of the Civil Liability Act (1960) and the Islamic
Penal Code (2013). According to these laws, if the coach's fault, negligence, or carelessness leads
to an accident for the athlete, he shall be liable for compensation. On the other hand, in the
Egyptian legal system, this liability is defined under Articles 163 and 164 of the Egyptian Civil
Code, which hold coaches responsible for damages arising from negligence in the performance
of their duties (Al-Qanun al-Madani al-Misri, 1948). Furthermore, in Egyptian judicial practice,
the theory of iltizam bilishraf (obligation of supervision) is posited as one of the legal foundations
of coaches liability, emphasizing the importance of their supervisory role in the instructional
process (Abd al-Razzag al-Sanhuri, 1954). Likewise, in both countries, jurisprudential
foundations such as the principle of no harm (qgaidahi la darar) and the principle of destruction
(qaidahi itlaf) are invoked in determining the civil liability of coaches (Muhaqgiq Damad, 2015).
Despite general similarities in the legal systems of Iran and Egypt, differences are likewise
observed in the manner of applying the laws and regulations pertaining to the liability of martial
arts coaches. In Iran, the absence of dedicated legislation in this domain has caused related claims
to be examined primarily on the basis of the general principles of civil liability, whereas in Egypt,
a more specific framework has been envisaged for the supervision and accountability of coaches.
At the same time, in both countries, there exist legal lacunae regarding the precise determination
of the scope of coaches liability and the separation of their liability from that of athletes, which
highlights the necessity of a comparative examination of this subject (Bujnurdi, 1419 AH). The
coaches and athletes unawareness of the limits of their liabilities, the absence of specific safety
standards, and the increasing number of sports accidents redouble the significance of this
research. Accordingly, the principal question of this research is: To what extent and under what
conditions is the civil liability of martial arts coaches realizable in the legal systems of Iran and
Egypt? This study endeavors, by examining authoritative legal and jurisprudential sources, to
analyze the various dimensions of this liability in the two countries and to offer solutions for
improving and clarifying the laws. The research method of this study is descriptive analytical and
is grounded in library based studies and the analysis of relevant laws and regulations in Iran and
Egypt. In this regard, the theoretical foundations of the civil liability of martial arts coaches in the
two countries are first examined, and subsequently, the differences and similarities of the relevant
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laws are analyzed within a comparative framework. This research will ultimately offer
recommendations for drafting or amending the laws pertaining to the liability of martial arts
coaches in both countries.

Method
This study employs a descriptive analytical method, grounded in authoritative jurisprudential
and legal sources.

Results

The findings of the research indicate that in both countries, the civil liability of coaches
is based on the fault theory, and in the event of establishing negligence or deviation from
professional standards, they are obligated to compensate for damages. In Iranian law, this
liability falls within the scope of the Civil Liability Act (1960) and the Islamic Penal Code
(2013), whereas in Egyptian law, the Egyptian Civil Code and the general principles of civil
liability determine the legal framework of coaches liability. Furthermore, jurisprudential
rules such as the principle of no harm (gaidahi la darar) and the principle of destruction
(gaidahi itlaf) are invoked in both legal systems as the jurisprudential foundations of
coaches liability. Despite general similarities, there exist differences in the legal details of
the two countries that highlight the necessity of amending and completing the relevant
regulations.

Conclusions

The legal systems of Iran and Egypt, despite sharing Islamic foundations, exhibit fundamental
differences in applying jurisprudential and legal rules to the civil liability of martial arts coaches.
In Iran, Imami jurisprudence underpins the legal system, emphasizing principles such as itlaf,
tasbib, la darar, damani yad, ghurur, and damani gahri. In contrast, Egyptian law, grounded in
Sunni jurisprudence and influenced by the Romano-Germanic system, formulates liability rules
based on the fault theory and civil code principles. An examination of judicial practice in both
countries reveals that both accept the rule of itlaf as the principal basis of liability where the coach
directly causes injury. Where the coach causes an accident through failure to supervise or provide
safety equipment, courts invoke the rule of tasbib to hold him liable. Both systems also invoke
the principle of la darar in claims concerning coaches' liability.

Despite these similarities, notable differences exist. One is the manner of proving fault and the
burden of proof: in Iran, the injured party must prove the coach's fault, except where governmental
regulations are violated, whereas in Egypt the burden rests primarily on the coach. Another
difference is the scope of civil and criminal liability: in Iran, coaches may also face criminal
prosecution, whereas in Egypt liability is primarily civil. A third difference is the extent of
influence of customary and international law on sports legislation: Iran has no dedicated
legislation, compelling courts to invoke general jurisprudential and legal principles, whereas
Egypt's Sports Law (2017) specifies professional standards and safety requirements. In sum,
Egypt's approach, owing to specific legislation, is more structured and has reduced discrepancies
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in judicial practice. In contrast, in Iran, the expansiveness of jurisprudential rules has broadened
the scope of liability, but the absence of specific sports laws has created challenges in judicial
practice. This comparison demonstrates that drafting specific laws on the civil liability of martial
arts coaches in Iran, while preserving jurisprudential foundations, can render adjudication more
transparent and prevent discrepancies in judicial rulings.
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