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Objective: Historical movements and uprisings are formed within the context of
human society and are influenced by its intellectual, cultural, and social components.
An examination of the intellectual foundations and doctrines that engender public
support for or abstention from such movements is essential for a precise
understanding of the causes of their success or failure. The principal question of this
research is: How did the Umayyad dynasty (Banu Umayyah) manage to compel the
people to either align against or remain silent before the uprising of Imam Husayn
(peace be upon him)?

Method: This study, employing a descriptive analytical approach and grounded in ancient
historical sources and hadith texts, has undertaken an analysis of the contexts and
intellectual instruments employed by the Umayyad government. Data collection was
carried out through library based studies and the examination of reports by early and later
historians.

Results: The findings indicate that the government of Yazid, in addition to utilizing
other political and social factors, by emphasizing two key concepts the necessity of
accompanying the community (jamaah) and avoidance of sedition (fitnah) which the
Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Companions had previously warned against,
provided the grounds for justification and public passivity. These two notions, as an
ideological imperative for obedience to the ruling authority and avoidance of dissent,
were firmly established in the minds of the people and caused a large segment of
society, in the face of oppression and injustice, to refrain from adopting a supportive
stance toward the uprising, ultimately remaining as dissatisfied observers of the
violence perpetrated by Yazid's governor in Iraq.

Conclusions: The results of this research indicate that the political ideological function of
these concepts, within the framework of legitimizing the ruling authority and undermining
the motivations for protest, played a determining role.
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Introduction
The event of Karbala occurred in 61 AH, yet it was not confined to its temporal boundaries

and has remained in the collective memory of Muslims and freethinkers as a wellspring of
inspiration for strugglers against oppression. According to historical findings, a set of external
and internal factors contributed to the formation of this event. Among the external factors are
the longstanding ethnic and tribal rivalries of the Arabs in the form of the Sham Iraq conflict,
the loss of social justice and revival of discrimination after Sagifah, the growth of worldliness,
and the emergence of economic and spiritual aristocracy. Under such conditions, economic
interests and special privileges justified the silence or neutrality of a significant portion of the
Companions and Muslims before the ruling authority's oppression.

Nevertheless, certain psychological and doctrinal reasons, transcending economic motives
or personal hostilities, played a role in persuading and aligning public opinion. The most
important of these was the belief in two religious doctrines: the necessity of accompanying
the community (jamaah) and avoidance of sedition (fitnah) beliefs whose roots had formed in
Islamic society prior to Ashura and were emphasized by the Prophet (peace be upon him) and
certain Companions. The Umayyads, by exploiting these concepts, provided the grounds for
public silence and passivity, and even the direct participation of certain Muslims in
suppressing the uprising. The present study, employing a descriptive analytical method and
relying on primary historical sources, seeks to answer why the majority under Yazid's rule
remained silent or aligned with the government. Its innovation lies in focusing on the political
ideological role of the doctrines of accompanying the community and avoidance of sedition
in shaping the political behavior of that era's society.

Method

This study, employing a descriptive analytical approach and grounded in ancient historical
sources and hadith texts, has undertaken an analysis of the contexts and intellectual instruments
employed by the Umayyad government. Data collection was carried out through library based
studies and the examination of reports by early and later historians.

Results

The findings indicate that the government of Yazid, in addition to utilizing other political
and social factors, by emphasizing two key concepts the necessity of accompanying the
community (jamaah) and avoidance of sedition (fitnah) which the Prophet (peace be upon
him) and the Companions had previously warned against, provided the grounds for
justification and public passivity. These two notions, as an ideological imperative for
obedience to the ruling authority and avoidance of dissent, were firmly established in the
minds of the people and caused a large segment of society, in the face of oppression and
injustice, to refrain from adopting a supportive stance toward the uprising, ultimately
remaining as dissatisfied observers of the violence perpetrated by Yazid's governor in Iraq.
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Conclusions

The findings of this research indicate that the discourse of avoidance of sedition (fitnah)
and the necessity of accompanying the community (jamaah) transcended the level of a moral
recommendation in religious doctrines and became, in Umayyad religious policy, an
organized framework for political and social control. Recourse to hadiths attributed to the
Prophet (peace be upon him) and exploitation of the collective memory of Muslims regarding
events such as the killing of Uthman and the civil wars during the era of Ali ibn Abi Talib
(peace be upon him) provided the grounds for redefining fitnah, such that protest against the
government with the aim of reviving religious justice was deemed an instance of fitnah and
lost its legitimacy.

The results of the analysis confirm the validity of the research hypothesis: during the eras
of Muawiyah and Yazid, this discourse was firmly established in public opinion through
propaganda networks, official pulpits, and the recommendations of authoritative religious
figures, creating a religious social fear of disrupting the unity of the ummah. These conditions
caused acceptance of and obedience to the ruler if he had come to power through domination
to be represented as a religious duty.

The case study of the Karbala uprising demonstrates that this propagandistic framework
played a determining role in reducing active support of the people and elites for Imam Husayn
(peace be upon him). The outcome of this process was the creation of an atmosphere in which
observation or passivity replaced resistance against injustice, and the rapid suppression of the
uprising was facilitated.

Based on these findings, it may be concluded that the linkage of the two components
avoidance of fitnah and obedience to the holder of authority (waliyi amr) as a doctrinal
political framework constituted an effective instrument in engineering thoughts and
consolidating the legitimacy of the government. This research emphasizes the necessity of
interdisciplinary historical examination and discourse analysis for understanding the function
of such legitimacy bestowing mechanisms and recommends that this subject be studied in
other historical periods with a comparative approach to clarify its persistence or
transformability.
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