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Obijective: The objective of this research is to examine and ascertain the causes and
motivations for scholarly travel and its scientific achievements, with particular attention
to the journeys of scholars, scientists, researchers, and travelers whose travelogues
contain significant scientific and cultural observations. The attainment of scientific
objectives which is facilitated primarily through travel and the establishment of
communication among scholars and eminent figures was likewise of considerable
importance during the Abbasid era (from al-Mustakfi [334 AH / 945 CE] to the fall of
Baghdad [656 AH / 1258 CE]). For this reason, an attempt has been made to examine the
motivations for scholarly journeys during this period. How did travel influence the
expansion of science in that era? This is the question that arises.

Method: This article employs a descriptive analytical method, drawing upon primary and
research sources (domestic and foreign) and benefiting from their contents..

Results: It appears that through the travels of scholars and scientists and their
utilization of the books in the libraries of various cities, not only was knowledge
disseminated across different regions, but science also advanced further through
the presentation of scholars views. The Abbasid caliphs accorded importance to
science and its expansion, and Baghdad became a locus of transit and residence for
eminent scholarly figures. The expansion of sciences occurred through the travels
of scholars and scientists to various regions, their communication with other
scholars and scientists, or the journeys of students.

Conclusions: In light of the findings and historical documentation, it may be stated that
the Abbasids, even during their period of weakness and decline, continued to attend to
scholarly journeys, and scholars and eminent scholarly figures traveled for the acquisition
of knowledge and learning.
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Introduction
Travel and the attainment of scientific objectives facilitated thereby have been worthy of

attention throughout all eras. Travel has various motivations, including scientific ones. For
this reason, in this article, the author endeavors to examine the motivations for travel during
the Abbasid era (from the time of al Mustakfi [334 AH] to the fall of Baghdad [656 AH]).

The question that arises here is: How did travel influence the expansion of science in that
era? It appears that through the travels of scholars and scientists and their utilization of the
books in the libraries of various cities, not only was knowledge disseminated across
different regions, but science also advanced further through the presentation of scholars
views.

The objective of this research is to examine and ascertain the causes and motivations for
travel and its scientific achievements, with particular attention to the journeys of scholars,
scientists, researchers, and travelers whose travelogues contain significant scientific and
cultural observations. Through the travels of scholars and scientists, the sciences and their
findings were disseminated across various regions, and this dissemination contributed to
the advancement of the sciences as well. Given the Abbasid state's attention to scholars,
scientists, eminent scholarly figures, and students, they engaged in travel and the acquisition
of knowledge with eagerness, willingness, and tranquility.

At this time, the Abbasids who were the inheritors of the legacy of their predecessors,
including that of early Islam and the initial years of Abbasid rule, during which the Bayt al
Hikmah (House of Wisdom) had undertaken the translation of authoritative scientific works
from neighboring civilizations availed themselves of this opportunity and, by attracting
scholars and eminent scholarly figures as in the past and according them importance,
benefited from diverse sciences.

It must be stated, however, that at times the weakness of the caliphs and the central
government caused the acquisition of sciences to proceed slowly from a scientific
perspective as well; nevertheless, scholarly journeys and the expansion of the sciences were
not completely dissolved, and in every period scholars and eminent figures continued their
activities.

Given that in no source have scholarly journeys and their causes been comprehensively
analyzed, and since understanding the Abbasid era (from al Mustakfi to the fall of Baghdad)
requires an understanding of the scientific transformations of that period, the present study,
by collecting and analyzing the relevant materials, aims to present coherent findings so that
the reader may better comprehend the manner in which science expanded and advanced
during that era.

Method
This article employs a descriptive analytical method, drawing upon primary and research
sources (domestic and foreign) and benefiting from their contents.

Results
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It appears that through the travels of scholars and scientists and their utilization of the
books in the libraries of various cities, not only was knowledge disseminated across
different regions, but science also advanced further through the presentation of scholars
views. The Abbasid caliphs accorded importance to science and its expansion, and Baghdad
became a locus of transit and residence for eminent scholarly figures. The expansion of
sciences occurred through the travels of scholars and scientists to various regions, their
communication with other scholars and scientists, or the journeys of students.

Conclusion

In light of the aforementioned materials and the question posed How did travel influence
the expansion of science during the Abbasid era (from al Mustakfi to the fall of Baghdad)?
it may be stated that scientific and cultural exchanges constituted one of the principal
outcomes of travel in all eras, including the Abbasid era from the time of al Mustakfi to the
fall of Baghdad. Through this means, scientific and cultural exchanges were effected, and
the expansion and advancement of science were rendered possible.

During the Abbasid era, by according importance to scholars and scientists and by
establishing scientific institutions and suitable conditions for scholarly journeys, students
and scholarly researchers were encouraged and motivated to undertake lengthy journeys for
the dissemination of the sciences and to benefit from the presence of great masters and
scholars. On most occasions, even eminent figures and scholars were encouraged to
undertake travel for the purpose of meeting and conversing with one another. The
translation movement and the purchase of books from other civilizations by the caliphs and
state dignitaries were among the most significant causes of the expansion and dissemination
of the sciences during the Abbasid era. In the late Abbasid period, although caliphs who
came to power were weak, scholars and eminent scholarly figures guided by the Quranic
verses and prophetic traditions engaged in scholarly activity and the expansion of the
sciences, thereby preventing the stagnation of science in that era.

The attention of Muslims of that era to the sciences led them to receive various sciences
from preceding and neighboring civilizations, to harmonize them with religious teachings,
to bring about major transformations in various sciences, and to present them to other
civilizations, including Western civilization.
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