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Objective: Artificial intelligence, as the prominent product of the knowledge era, has
given rise to a new international competition among nation states. This competition is no
longer centered, as in the past, on territory or natural resources, but rather on computers
equipped with artificial intelligence. It may be stated that artificial intelligence possesses
the capacity to bring about fundamental transformations in international relations. In this
regard, the present study, while examining the domain of competition among states in this
arena, interrogates the most significant opportunities and threats arising from artificial
intelligence in domestic and international politics. The significance of examining the
various dimensions of artificial intelligence's impacts on different aspects of international
relations is underscored by the fact that the Islamic Republic of Iran has long been among
the thirty active countries in the field of artificial intelligence.

Method: This study was conducted employing a qualitative approach and the library
documentary method. This approach facilitates an in depth analysis of existing documents
and sources concerning the impacts of artificial intelligence on international relations and
domestic politics.

Results: The results of the investigation indicate that, alongside certain unparalleled
opportunities, artificial intelligence is not inherently threatening; however, from the
perspective of whose hands which individual or state it is placed in, it can also be threat
generating.

Conclusion: Accordingly, it may be concluded that artificial intelligence, as one of the
principal pillars of international competition in the contemporary era, both provides
unparalleled opportunities for enhancing the standing of states and, owing to its dependence
on the intentions and will of its users, can become a serious threat; therefore, strategic and
ethics oriented policymaking in this domain is an unavoidable necessity for the Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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Introduction
Today, the internet has become an indispensable element in human life and is regarded as

one of the most significant opportunities that the knowledge era has placed at the disposal of
nation-states. The internet has rapidly facilitated the lives of various communities in the
domains of health, education, and transportation, and has meaningfully enhanced the
functioning of national institutions and organizations. In the shadow of media and social
networks, the process of globalization has become a significant and dominant phenomenon
in the knowledge era. Indeed, digitalization has not occurred merely in the social lives of
individuals; rather, it has affected the policies of nation-states across various domains,
including defense-security industries, communications, education, production, and so forth,
such that a global digital competition space has emerged. Fundamentally, in conditions where
the behaviors and interactions of actors in world politics have undergone transformation,
expecting the structure of the international system to remain static appears futile. These digital
transformations have fueled numerous speculations regarding the future of international
interactions in light of artificial intelligence, particularly as states have shifted their
competition from conventional domains to novel domains, including aerospace technology,
information acquisition, cyber warfare, and so forth. Consequently, in parallel with the
development of the knowledge era, the conception of nation states regarding the concept of
threat has likewise been transformed, and concerns regarding asymmetric and unpredictable
aggressions have intensified. Therefore, it may be stated that nation states have drawn their
competition into the virtual and digital space, relying on artificial intelligence, and seek
broader influence on the basis of this element. Hence, cyberspace has not merely led to the
creation of new opportunities; rather, in addition to states, corporations, individuals, and
various international entities likewise seek to exploit this opportunity in pursuit of their own
interests. On the other hand, although knowledge typically emerges as a public good, it can
also be misused as an instrument threatening human existence. By way of example,
conventional weapons are produced with the aim of safeguarding the security of states, yet in
the hands of terrorist groups or autocratic states, they lead to the destruction of human beings
and infrastructure (Mitra, 2010). Therefore, it is noteworthy that the efforts of countries to
influence human life through the use of artificial intelligence with the aim of maximizing its
capabilities have raised a new issue in international relations, inasmuch as such states seek,
through this avenue, to establish domination and control over other states and actors. As a
result, the issue of acquiring knowledge and information has been resolved, and now the
manner of using knowledge has posed a series of questions before humankind. Based on this
premise, the principal question of this research is: What impact has artificial intelligence had
on international interactions? The hypothesis under examination is that artificial intelligence,
encompassing various opportunities and threats, has become one of the most significant
domains of competition among nation-states in the twenty-first century.
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The significance of examining the various dimensions of artificial intelligence's impacts
on different aspects of international relations is further underscored by the fact that the Islamic
Republic of Iran has long been among the thirty active countries in the field of artificial
intelligence.

Method

This study was conducted employing a qualitative approach and the library documentary
method. This approach facilitates an in-depth analysis of existing documents and sources
concerning the impacts of artificial intelligence on international relations and domestic
politics.

Results

The results of the investigation indicate that, alongside certain unparalleled opportunities,
artificial intelligence is not inherently threatening; however, from the perspective of whose
hands which individual or state it is placed in, it can also be threat-generating.

Conclusion

Robots may, over time, transform from an instrument assisting the human species into a
new actor in the arena of international relations. In fact, robots, like humans, can enter the
learning process and cooperate toward the attainment of shared objectives with humans. In
such a case, robots would transition from a marginal instrument to a central actor in
international relations a development that has generated concerns among political and social
elites and analysts. On the other hand, nation states possess, more than any other factor, a
territorial and geographical nature. The exercise of sovereignty over a determinate territory
constitutes the pivotal concept of the Westphalian order governing the international system,
and states have always exhibited sensitivity regarding the protection of their soil, akin to an
individual's defense of his honor. However, with the emergence of artificial intelligence,
particularly the concept of blockchain, transformations have occurred. Indeed, previously the
soil of countries was occupied, but today the minds of citizens are subjected to encroachment
and occupation, and governments possess limited capacity to confront such encroachments.
It may be stated that in the current international system, owing to the advancement of
defensive weaponry particularly the deterrent character of nuclear weapons as well as the vast
geographical distances between hostile states, the balance in the offense defense equation tilts
toward defense and deterrence. However, with the development of artificial intelligence and
its entry into various human domains, including power relations among states, this
equilibrium may undergo transformation and a new arms race may ensue. Consequently,
today, many states, in light of their domestic dynamics and international priorities, undertake
the formulation and preparation of their own dedicated artificial intelligence strategy. Among
these, countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and South Korea have
allocated enormous budgets to this domain, while countries such as China have become
renowned for demonstrating their capacity in data collection. Others, such as European
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countries, focus on the legal and ethical dimensions of artificial intelligence. The common
denominator among all these states is the significance they accord to the subject of artificial
intelligence in order to ensure their position in this immense international competition a
competition that will in all likelihood determine the future of leadership in the international
system. Therefore, it must be stated that the hypothesis of this research namely, the impact of
artificial intelligence on the international interactions of states and its transformation into the
most significant domain of international competition is readily demonstrable.
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