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Objective: The institution of hisbah (the office of the market inspector and public morality
supervisor) during the Abbasid Caliphate operated as a quasi-judicial and supervisory
institution with extensive responsibilities in the domain of establishing security and social
justice. From its supervisory aspect, the institution of hisbah was capable of providing a
suitable foundation for maintaining public order and security and reducing social anomalies.
This research examines the function of this institution in regulating the social, economic,
and security behaviors of citizens in accordance with Islamic law during the Abbasid
Caliphate. The aim of this study is to analyze the effects of hishah on public order and
security and the reduction of social anomalies in this historical period.

Method: To achieve this objective, the library research method was employed with a
descriptive-analytical approach.

Results: The findings of the research indicate that the institution of hisbah during the
aforementioned period played a key role in providing, supervising, and maintaining social
and economic order and security, and functioned as a foundation for the realization of social
justice. Moreover, through its supervision of citizens behaviors, this institution contributed
to the creation of a just and disciplined atmosphere and exerted a more profound influence
on the social and economic structure of that era.

Conclusion: Accordingly, it may be concluded that the institution of hisbah during the Abbasid
Caliphate, beyond being a mere supervisory body, played a role as an effective mechanism in
shaping the social, economic, and security order of Islamic society and provided a model for
supervisory institutions in subsequent Islamic societies.
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Introduction
Hisbah in Islamic history, particularly during the Abbasid Caliphate, was recognized as

a supervisory and executive institution within society (Gardeh, 1352 SH: 305). This
institution was tasked with establishing justice and tranquility through the supervision of
the social and economic behaviors of society, and with preventing the emergence of social
anomalies in various dimensions (Metz, 1388 SH: 457). The examination of the effects of
hisbah on the formation of an orderly and secure society, within the time span of 132 to 232
AH, and during the Abbasid Caliphate, is of considerable significance due to the changes
in the expansion of hisbahs duties and the improvement of its executive processes amid the
social and economic transformations of this period, as well as its key role in administering
societal order. The research problem is grounded in the following: Has the institution of
hisbah been able to contribute to the improvement of social order and security during the
first period of the Abbasid Caliphate (132-232 AH / 750-847 CE)? To answer this question,
an attempt has been made, through the examination of historical and jurisprudential sources,
to attain a deeper understanding of the structure of hisbah and its effects on the order and
social security of society. The research hypothesis states that the continuous and effective
supervision of hisbah over social and economic behaviors, and the attention of the Abbasid
caliphs to it, led to the promotion of order and security in society and the reduction of social
insecurity during the first period of the Abbasid Caliphate a hypothesis that will be
examined with historical documentation and evidence. Moreover, due to the significant role
that the institution of hisbah played in the process of social and economic order and security
during the Abbasid Caliphate and in preventing social anomalies, research on this subject
possesses the requisite significance and necessity.

Method
To achieve this objective, the library research method was employed with a descriptive-
analytical approach.

Results

The findings of the research indicate that the institution of hisbah during the
aforementioned period played a key role in providing, supervising, and maintaining social
and economic order and security, and functioned as a foundation for the realization of social
justice. Moreover, through its supervision of citizens behaviors, this institution contributed
to the creation of a just and disciplined atmosphere and exerted a more profound influence
on the social and economic structure of that era.

Conclusion
Given the historical and jurisprudential evidence and analyses presented, it may be
concluded that the institution of hisbah during the first period of the Abbasid Caliphate
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(132-232 AH / 750-847 CE) played a significant and effective role in improving social
order and security. This institution, which possessed a background rooted in the tradition of
the Prophet of Islam and the caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab, acquired greater official
recognition and a more precise structure during the Abbasid era. In light of expanding
urbanization, increasing commercial activities, and the need for more meticulous
supervision of social affairs, the Abbasid caliphs transformed hisbah into a key institution
for preserving morality, controlling markets, supervising the implementation of shariah
rulings, and preventing social corruption. The muhtasibs (market inspectors), possessing
executive authority and cooperating with shariah judges, were able to play a mediating role
between the judicial and executive apparatuses and, through supervising the market, the
quality of goods, and the observance of individuals rights, were effective in regulating social
relations and reducing violations. Furthermore, the emphasis on the ethical, jurisprudential,
and managerial qualities of the muhtasib elevated this office from a merely executive
position to a religious and social institution. Examples such as confronting deception in
transactions, safeguarding the rights of slaves and workers, and even preventing religious
and moral anomalies demonstrate that the institution of hisbah was able to reinforce social
security at various levels. Consequently, it may be stated that the institution of hisbah, by
drawing upon Islamic teachings and social exigencies, contributed considerably to the
improvement of order and security in Abbasid society and became an inseparable part of
the governance structure of this period. Ultimately, the findings of this research can
contribute to a better understanding of the necessity and function of supervisory institutions
in Islamic history and can pave the way for future research on the significance and impact
of similar institutions in the social and economic transformations of Islamic societies. For
this reason, it is recommended that future research address the interaction of hisbah with
other governmental pillars, particularly the judiciary and law enforcement institutions, and
that the experiences of this institution be utilized to improve supervisory and security
systems in contemporary societies.
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