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Obijective: Discourse analysis, as one of the new approaches in the humanities, focuses
on linguistic and meta-linguistic signs and seeks to discover the overt and covert layers
of meaning in the text. The present study, with a semantic approach, seeks to explore the
discursive relationships between the prophets and their people in the Holy Quran in order
to reveal the linguistic mechanisms that strengthen or weaken competing discourses.
Method: This study was conducted within the framework of the “PADAM Operational
Method”; a method that, by considering the specific characteristics of religious texts,
provides a basis for a systematic, process-based, and purposeful analysis. The present
study, using two analytical spaces of “semantic-value” and “‘communication-identity” and
with a descriptive-analytical method, has examined the conversations of the prophets with
their people.

Results: In the semantic-value analysis, it was found that each of the parties to the
dialogue (prophets and infidel tribes) purposefully seeks to strengthen the identity and
credibility of the "own" discourse. At the
communication-identity level, the discursive confrontations between the two sides of the

discourse and weaken the "other"
dialogue are reflected not only in the structural and semantic layers but also at the level
of micro-intertextuality with other narratives of the prophets.

Conclusion: The analysis of the results indicates that the structure of the prophets'
discourse in the Holy Quran has a chain and interconnected system in which the
monotheistic discourse, through common linguistic and semantic patterns, leads to the
strengthening of faith identity and the collapse of the discourse of polytheism and denial.
Therefore, the PEDAM method has been able to provide an efficient tool for the accurate
and objective analysis of religious discourses.
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Introduction
Discourse analysis, as one of the applied methods of text analysis and interpretation in the

field of language and literature, provides researchers with more possibilities for examining
and analyzing, in order to reveal the meanings, interpretations, and messages of its underlying
layers. Its definition states: “An approach to language analysis that aims to expose hidden
power relations and ideological processes in language. This analysis, especially within the
framework of critical linguistics, examines texts in connection with the social context in
which they emerged and emphasizes the principle that these texts should be analyzed in the
same interpretive context” (Aghagolzadeh, 2002: 16). So far, various methods have been
proposed for discourse analysis, but the ambiguity in the implementation process and the
tendency towards subjectivity in the analyses have caused some discourse analyses, despite
having conceptual richness, to lack the necessary operational accuracy and scientific
reproducibility. In response to this issue, the operational method of discourse analysis
“PADAM” has been introduced as a new approach. This method is designed to get rid of the
challenges of subjectivity and create a balance between subjectivity and objectivity in the
analysis of meaning and tries to provide a practical and process-oriented framework for the
analysis of discourse, especially in media texts.

The PDAM approach is based on the concept of meaning processing; meaning is not
considered as a static thing, but is understood dynamically between the levels of synchronicity
and time in the text. By moving beyond static and structure-oriented views of the meaning of
the text, this approach attempts to study meaning in flow, interaction and continuous change
in diverse social, historical and communicative contexts, and its goal is to discover the
fundamental signifiers and draw a semantic map of the text through step-by-step analysis
(Bashir, 2010: 158). Such an analysis can show how a word, sentence or concept acquires
different semantic load in different periods and contexts and how these differences affect the
production, understanding and interpretation of discourses. This method uses five “spaces”
in the analysis of religious texts that reflect the “textual and intertextual space” effective in
creating narrative discourse. These five spaces are: 1- Theoretical-structural space 2-
Semantic-value space 3- Communication-identity space 4- Discourse space 5- Metadiscourse
space. In the present study, considering the breadth of the subject, an attempt has been made
to examine the conversations of the prophets with the infidels in two spaces: semantic-value
and communication-identity.

Method

One of the new methods in resolving the challenge of fluidity of meaning in Western
approaches is the operational method (PADAM), which, considering the specific
characteristics of religious texts, provides a basis for systematic, processual, and purposeful
analysis, and has attempted to present a reliable tool for producing accurate and objective
results by introducing 5 analytical spaces. The present study, within the framework of the
"PADAM Method", and utilizing the semantic-value and relational-identity space, attempts



ANALYSIS OF THE SEMANTIC-VALUE... 3

to analyze the conversations of the prophets with their relatives in the Holy Quran using a
descriptive-analytical method.

Results

In the semantic-value analysis, in the semantic-value analysis of the conversations between
the prophets and the infidel tribes, it is observed that each party purposefully seeks to
strengthen the identity and credibility of the “own” discourse and to weaken and discredit the
“other” discourse. By using expressions such as “Indeed, I am a trustworthy messenger” to
emphasize honesty and trustworthiness, “I do not ask you for a reward from anyone except
Allah” to emphasize benevolent intentions and the absence of any material expectations, the
prophets strengthen the foundation of their divine and monotheistic discourse. In addition,
they explicitly criticize the undesirable behaviors of the tribes, for example: (“Do not worship
except Allah”, “Do not belittle people’s things”, “Do not be corrupt on the earth”, “Do not
obey the orders of the spendthrifts”, etc.) to weaken the legitimacy and coherence of the
opposing discourse. On the other hand, the infidel tribes, by using various semantic and
rhetorical strategies, including humiliation, labeling (such as accusing the prophets of magic
or madness), and asking sarcastic or denying questions, try to weaken the discursive position
of the prophets and discredit their identity and message in the minds of the audience. In other
words, the semantic confrontation of these dialogues is based on a two-way strategy: each
side seeks to highlight the values, legitimacy, and coherence of its own discourse while
simultaneously marginalizing and distorting the discourse of the other. This process takes
place through the intelligent selection of linguistic, syntactic, and rhetorical structures in the
text of the Quran.

Conclusion

From the perspective of communication analysis, the discursive confrontations between
the prophets and their infidel tribes, which have previously been reflected at the structural
and semantic levels, are organized in the context of micro-intertextuality with the narratives
of other prophets, as a broad and interconnected network throughout the text of the Quran; It
is as if they are links in a chain, each connected to the other. This connection is not limited to
thematic similarities or narrative repetition, but also includes direct and indirect conceptual
references, the repetition of linguistic patterns, and the continuity of common rhetorical
patterns. Beyond this, at the level of macro-intertextuality, the narrative of the lives and
calling of the prophetsfrom Noah, Hood, Salih, and Shu’ayb to Abraham and Moses is placed
in a single context with the discourse of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH). This transforms the
confrontation between “revelationary discourse” and “denialist discourse” from a historical
sectional event into a supratemporal and supraspatial phenomenon that extends throughout
history. In this framework, the confrontation between faith and disbelief, monotheism and
polytheism, and truth and falsehood is not just a reflection of a historical dialogue, but a
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pattern that is linked to a broader and more comprehensive system the Prophet’s (PBUH)
discourse with the polytheists of Mecca.
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