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Objective: This study aims to examine the trajectory of the evolution of "tawil"
(hermeneutic interpretation) in Islamic thought, seeking to elucidate the transition of this
concept from "objective realization" in early Islam to an "ontological approach,” thereby
demonstrating that tawil transcends being a mere semantic tool and constitutes a
comprehensive theory for linking the revealed text to existence. The necessity of this
research stems from the fact that a precise understanding of the evolution of tawil can
contribute to redefining the relationship between the sacred text and the cosmos in
contemporary religious discourse, thereby paving the way for novel readings of revelation.

Method: With a descriptive-analytical approach and the study of exegetical, theological,
philosophical, and mystical sources, the article investigates the sevenfold trajectory of the
transformation of Tawil and, while adhering to foundational principles, identifies the
historical contexts of the shift in the interpretive approach through the analysis of thinkers.

Results: The findings indicate that Quranic Tawil, after its “objective formation within the
context of transmitted exegesis” (1st-2nd centuries), acquired a “theological-semantic”
nature in the third century. Subsequently, the period of the “expansion and development of
the mystical-philosophical approach” (4th-7th centuries) and then a “quantitative decline of
interpretive works” (7th-10th centuries) emerged. The turning point of this trajectory is the
“expansion of ontological Tawil” in Transcendent Philosophy (11th century), which,
following a change in dynamics and the rise of rival traditions, ultimately found “re-reading
and continuation” (12th-15th centuries) through the Sadraean approach.

Conclusion: The research concludes that Quranic Tawil throughout history has shifted from
the margins to the core of ontology. This transition has provided novel capacities for
understanding religious texts, which, while preserving the authority of literal appearances and
jurisprudential commitment, creates a context for ontological readings of revelation.
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Introduction
The relationship between revelation and existence has always been a concern for

commentators, and in this context, “Tawil” is considered the primary concept for
understanding the deep layers of the Quran. Although from the beginning, Tawil was used
simultaneously to mean the “objective realization of Quranic reports” and the “discovery of
esoteric meanings,” the connection between these two realms transformed throughout
history; in a way that this concept gradually transcended purely lexical and theological
methods and culminated in an “ontological approach” in which Tawil is considered as a
multi-leveled truth intertwined with human spiritual perfection.

Despite the fundamental position of Tawil in the intellectual system of Islam, the
fundamental issue here is that in existing works, the void of a “comprehensive historical
analysis” that tracks the trajectory of this concepts transformation from the context of early
narrations to later exegetical schools is strongly felt. Past studies have often sufficed with
explaining the theoretical foundations and rule-based aspects of Tawil and have paid less
attention to the analytical evolution of this concept in the clash of intellectual currents and
its human functions. Therefore, the necessity of the present research lies in the fact that,
with a historical-analytical view, it fills the existing gap between theoretical approaches and
historical contexts and shows how Tawil evolved from an “objective report” to a
“comprehensive existential approach” in the history of Islamic thought.

Accordingly, the main objective of this research is to track the trajectory of Tawils
transformation from a simple concept in early Islam to a comprehensive theory in the later
era. In this regard, the main research question is: How has the conception of the Qurans
Tawil been redefined in the path of passing through various intellectual contexts, and in
what historical periods did this fundamental transition from “objective realization” to an
“existential theory” occur, and what consequences has it brought for the epistemological
realms of man?

Method

This research has been conducted with a qualitative approach, using a descriptive-
analytical method and a historical approach. In this research, an attempt has been made to
examine the evolution of the concept of Tawil from an objective realization to an
ontological approach by relying on authentic Islamic sources. The research data has been
collected through library and documentary study, and for this purpose, first-hand and
foundational texts in four key areas of exegesis, theology, mysticism, and philosophy have
been investigated. In the process of data collection, first, the opinions and viewpoints of
thinkers in the clash of various intellectual currents were extracted. After collecting the
data, the materials were examined using a qualitative and historical analysis method;
meaning that first, the semantic and functional components of Tawil in each period were
explained, and then by comparing different viewpoints, the manner of this concepts
transition and its evolution along religious and foundational rules was clarified. Finally, by
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summarizing the obtained results, a conceptual framework was presented for understanding
the analytical-historical evolution of the Tawil of the Quran.

Results

The historical and analytical evolution of “Tawil” in Islamic thought spans seven distinct
stages, transitioning from a practical concept to a comprehensive ontological theory.

Initially understood as the objective realization of Quranic promises and historical
applications (1st-2nd centuries AH), Tawil transformed into a rational and linguistic tool
used in theology to resolve textual contradictions (3rd century AH). Between the 4th and
7th centuries, it experienced a mystical and philosophical flourishing, acquiring an
epistemological nature linked to human spiritual journeys.

Despite a period of relative stagnation due to opposing Salafi currents (7th—10th
centuries AH), Tawil reached a major turning point in the 11th century with the Sadrian
School. Here, it was established as a systematic ontological theory based on the primacy of
existence. After a brief period of marginalization by rival traditions (late 11th—12th
centuries AH), the concept was fully revived and consolidated by contemporary thinkers
(12th—15th centuries AH). Ultimately, Tawil departed from being merely a subjective,
linguistic tool, culminating as an objective correspondence that bridges the “compiled
book” (the Quran) with the book of creation.

Conclusion

The results of this research show that the concept of Tawil in the history of Islamic
thought has undergone an evolutionary and multi-dimensional development from an
“objective realization” in the early centuries to a “comprehensive ontological approach” in
the contemporary era. In the early stages (the first and second centuries AH), Tawil, within
the context of oral narrations, was mainly understood as the external and objective
occurrence of Quranic concepts in the text of reality; however, with the emergence of
theology (Ilm al-Kalam) in the third century, this concept was transferred to the realm of
language and semantics to serve as a tool for resolving apparent contradictions between the
verses and rational foundations. Moving past this period and entering the era of
philosophical and mystical flourishing (the fourth to seventh centuries), thinkers such as
Avicenna and Ibn Arabi linked Tawil with the levels of existence and the human soul.
Although in the middle centuries (the seventh to tenth centuries), due to the dominance of
traditionalist (naqgli) approaches, this current faced limitations, the tradition of ontological
Tawil never reached a dead end and continued in the works of thinkers such as Sayyid
Haydar Amuli.

The turning point of this historical trajectory is the eleventh century and the emergence
of Transcendent Theosophy, in which Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi established Tawil as a
systematic theory based on the principiality and gradation of existence. In this view, the
Quran was considered a being with objective levels, the understanding of whose truths
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requires the existential transcendence of the commentator. Although from the late eleventh
century to the late twelfth century AH, a relative stagnation prevailed over this atmosphere,
in the contemporary era, meaning from the late twelfth century until now, this approach was
reread and revived by thinkers such as Allameh Tabatabai, Imam Khomeini, and Ayatollah
Javadi. The outcome of this sevenfold evolution is the transition from a simple and practical
understanding towards a transcendent truth, in which Tawil is not merely an exegetical
method for changing the meaning of words, but rather a spiritual and existential process for
attaining the esoteric truth of revelation and connecting the compiled book (the Quran) and
the book of creation (the universe).
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