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Objective: The Holy Qur'an, in its gradual process of revelation, has portrayed the
personality of Prophet Abrahim (peace be upon him) not instantaneously and all at
once, but in the form of developmental and educational stages. This portrayal reflects
a deliberate pedagogical design that unfolds in harmony with the temporal sequence
of divine revelation.

Method: This article employs the approach of “chronological exegesis” (tafsir tanzili)
and the method of "qualitative-educational analysis," drawing upon the order of
revelation of the verses, to examine the Qur'anic process of character formation of
Prophet Abrahim from the beginning of his call to the station of the Imamate of the
community. This methodological framework enables a diachronic reading of the
Abrahimic narrative that accounts for the pedagogical progression embedded within the
revelatory sequence.

Results: The findings indicate that the Qur'anic paradigm in the earliest Meccan surahs
introduces Abrahim as a "seeker of truth" a human being who, through contemplation
of the horizons and the self, transitions from polytheism to monotheism. In the
intermediate stages of revelation, components such as "severe trials" and "migration"
come to the fore, and Abrahim is presented as a paradigm of submission and patience.
In the Medinan and later Meccan verses, his personality evolves toward "Imamate of
the community” and "exemplar of the Islamic community." This chronological
sequence demonstrates that the Qur'an initiates religious education from the stage of
questioning and inner seeking, then consolidates it through trial and migration, and
ultimately culminates in the social station of Imamate leadership. This trajectory
underscores the Qur'an's gradual and stage-based approach to moral and spiritual
formation.

Conclusions: The results of the research indicate that the Abrahimic paradigm in the
Qur'an is a comprehensive educational model that is applicable to every seeker on the
path to God from constructive "doubt" to Imamate-bestowing "certainty." This model
offers a flexible framework capable of adaptation to diverse educational contexts and age
groups, thereby affirming the universal relevance of Abrahim's developmental journey.
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Introduction
The Holy Quran, in its narratives, presents unique educational paradigms that, by relying on

the chronological order of revelation (the descending sequence of verses), allow for the
identification of more nuanced layers in the gradual development of the personalities of righteous
individuals. One of the most prominent Quranic figures whose story is repeated and completed
across both Meccan and Medinan periods is Prophet Abrahim (peace be upon him). (Tabatabai,
1374 SH: Vol. 3, p. 245) an examination of the chronological sequence of verses related to him
reveals that the Quranic characterization of Abrahim begins at a stage where he is introduced as
a seeker of truth contemplating the celestial realms and nature, and ultimately culminates in the
station of "Imamate of the community" (imamat al-ummah), wherein a comprehensive integration
of his individual, social, educational, and organizational responsibilities is manifested.

The primary research question is: What developmental stages (from the paradigm of the seeker
to the Imamate of the community) does the chronological sequence of verses related to Prophet
Abrahim delineate, and what specific educational applications does each stage offer for learners
across different age groups (from adolescence to old age)? The necessity of this inquiry stems
from the fact that constructing educational role models without attending to the temporal
sequence of the revelation of teachings may present an unrealistic depiction of gradual personality
development. Furthermore, understanding the stages of personality development in Prophet
Abrahim can assist educators and educational planners in designing objectives, methods, and
content appropriate to each age period. This study seeks to discover the educational system
inherent in the formative characterization of Abrahim (peace be upon him) a system that
commences with "bewilderment and questioning,” passes through "migration and trial,”" and
culminates in "Imamate and responsibility toward others."

Method

This article employs the approach of “chronological exegesis™ (tafsir tanzili) and the method of
"qualitative-educational analysis," drawing upon the order of revelation of the verses, to examine
the Qur'anic process of character formation of Prophet Abrahim from the beginning of his call to
the station of the Imamate of the community. This methodological framework enables a diachronic
reading of the Abrahimic narrative that accounts for the pedagogical progression embedded within
the revelatory sequence.

Results

The findings indicate that the Qur'anic paradigm in the earliest Meccan surahs introduces
Abrahim as a "seeker of truth™ a human being who, through contemplation of the horizons
and the self, transitions from polytheism to monotheism. In the intermediate stages of
revelation, components such as "severe trials" and "migration” come to the fore, and
Abrahim is presented as a paradigm of submission and patience. In the Medinan and later
Meccan verses, his personality evolves toward "Imamate of the community" and "exemplar
of the Islamic community." This chronological sequence demonstrates that the Qur'an
initiates religious education from the stage of questioning and inner seeking, then



A PEDAGOGICAL ANALYSIS OF THE QUR'ANIC... 3

consolidates it through trial and migration, and ultimately culminates in the social station
of Imamate leadership. This trajectory underscores the Qur'an's gradual and stage-based
approach to moral and spiritual formation.

Conclusions

The chronological sequence of revelation in the Holy Qur'an presents a dynamic and process
oriented portrayal of the personality of Prophet Abrahim (peace be upon him) that is profoundly
instructive for educational modeling along the path of faith development and identity formation
in contemporary humanity. At the outset of revelation, Abrahim appears as a paradigm of the
seeker a truth-seeking individual who, employing the tools of reason and sensory perception,
transcends polytheism and attains monotheism. This stage serves as an inspiration for the critical
and formative period of questioning within the system of religious education, wherein the
individual transitions from imitative acceptance to rational and heartfelt cognition.

In the intermediate stages of revelation, Abrahim gradually becomes a paradigm of
deconstructing both internal and social idols. His disputation with Azar, the breaking of the idols,
and his preparedness to sacrifice his son Ishmael (peace be upon him) reveal dimensions of his
practical education in which faith advances from the domain of theory to the arena of action and
self-sacrifice. This stage emphasizes the elements of freethinking, moral courage, and submission
to divine revelation.

In the later verses of revelation, particularly in Surat al-Bagarah and Surat al Hajj, Abrahim's
personality reaches its apex in the Imamate of the community and the founding of the sacred
sanctuary and the rites of pilgrimage. Here, he is introduced not merely as an individual believer
but as a community (ummah), a intimate friend of God (khalil), and a pure monotheist (hanif
muslim) whose call encompasses all humanity and the religions that succeeded him. The Qur'an,
in this educational trajectory, demonstrates how the initial quest, within the framework of divine
trials, culminates in the qualification for leadership and the establishment of the giblah and rituals
for all believers.

In an educational synthesis, the personality of Prophet Abrahim in the chronological sequence
of revelation constitutes a paradigm that traverses three stages: truth-seeking, resistance and
submission, and social Imamate and community-building. This meaningful trajectory is a
comprehensive educational program for every human being who begins with doubt and
questioning, passes beyond idols, and ultimately attains the station of guiding others. A re-reading
of this process in the contemporary era characterized by encounters with plural identities and a
crisis of meaning can regenerate the model of transformation from questioning self centeredness
to Abrahimic community orientation. Therefore, the chronological sequence of the Qur'an in its
characterization of Abrahim (peace be upon him) is not merely a historical account but rather a
stage-based educational theory whose ultimate goal is the attainment of Imamate within the
community through gradual monotheistic trials.
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