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Introduction
Over the course of several centuries, the subordination of women to men gradually gave rise to

widespread resentment. Feminism officially emerged as a distinct movement in the nineteenth
century in the United States and the United Kingdom, challenging the prevailing inequality and
oppression directed against women. In this pursuit, a significant number of scholars from various
social, cultural, political, and even literary fields have directed their attention toward women's
issues. Feminism, defined etymologically as "the belief in the equality of men and women," is a
social movement that evolved over the past two hundred years in Europe and North America before
transforming into a global phenomenon. Given that feminism lacks a monolithic definition, a
synthesis of various definitions reveals commonalities across its diverse schools of thought. Some
of these definitions are as follows:

Feminism is an intellectual school that seeks political, economic, social, and legal equality
between men and women and demands changes in laws and social structures to achieve this equality
(Hyde, 1998, p. 256).Feminism is an intellectual school that views the subordination of women as
a questionable and objectionable matter; this objection necessitates a critical examination of
women’s current and past status and the challenging of dominant patriarchal ideologies that have
portrayed the subordination of women as natural and inevitable" (Abbott, 2002, p. 31)."Feminism
Is a combination of social movements that addresses the lives of women in a hierarchical and
patriarchal society. Feminism supports women, advocates for gynocentric perspectives, and honors
them, while seeking to promote social, political, and economic equality between men and women.
Generally speaking, feminism attempts to equip women for their liberation from the oppressive
sectors of society. It boldly challenges general claims about reality and reconstructs history™
(Aghazadeh, 2001, p. 38).

The study of feminist criticism can be categorized into three main streams: British feminist
criticism, which insists on addressing the oppression of women through a Marxist approach; French
feminist criticism, which employs a psychological approach to investigate the obstacles hindering
women's advancement in society; and American text-based feminist criticism, which analyzes the
structural and linguistic nuances of feminine expression. One of the primary pioneers of feminist
criticism is Virginia Woolf, who, in her 1919 work A Room of One's Own, asserted that "men
would define femininity, and it is they who hold control over political, economic, social, and literary
spheres (Bressler, 2010, p. 200).Banoo-ye Gavazn (Lady Deer), written by Maryam Hosseinian, is
among the prominent works of literature in the domain of women’s studies. Maryam Hosseinian,
born in 1975 in Mashhad, is a talented and prolific writer and an active member of the Khorasan
Fiction Literature Association. Her academic background began in soil science, followed by studies
in English language and literature. She entered the professional writing arena with short stories, and
her first collection, Even Today is Late, was published by Parvin Publications. Her second work,
Maria’s Finger, was published in 2004 by the Academic Center for Education, Culture, and
Research (ACECR). She entered the realm of novels with the book Bring Me Yarn for Spring,
which was a finalist for the Golshiri Award in the novel category and garnered significant critical
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attention. Her subsequent novel, We Are Dying Here, demonstrated the diversity of her work and
its avoidance of singular thematic origins. The novel Banoo-ye Gavazn addresses women's
concerns and possesses a deeply psychological structure.This descriptive-analytical study aims to
investigate the features of the novel Banoo-ye Gavazn and its feminist thematic foundations. The
research framework of this paper is based on the model proposed by Elaine Showalter, a renowned
theorist in feminist criticism, the details of which will be discussed further.

Method

The present research adopts a descriptive-analytical method. In this study, the prominent
intellectual and thematic dimensions of Banoo Gozan are examined and analyzed within the
framework of feminist theory, with particular emphasis on Elaine Showalter’s four proposed
approaches.

Results

The findings of the study reveal that the content of the novel is compatible with all four of
Showalter’s feminist approaches. Among them, the psychoanalytic approach appears more
frequently than the others, largely due to the psychological fantasy embodied in the character
of Tata. The analysis also shows that, because of her disordered and painful past, Tata is
overwhelmed by feelings of anger, revenge, and loneliness. Moreover, the pressures imposed
by a patriarchal society and its restrictions have led to the destruction of her personal aspirations
and the loss of her identity.

Conclusion

The novel Lady Deer is regarded as one of the finest examples of feminist literature, as
Elaine Showalter’s four approaches biological, cultural, psychoanalytic, and linguistic can
be appropriately applied to and explained within it. The findings of this study are as follows:

In portraying the biological dimensions of women, the author pays attention to detail to
some extent; however, she does not transgress established boundaries and avoids using
harsh or explicit language in describing biological particulars.Within the psychoanalytic
approach, feminine love, female empathy and sympathy, loneliness, the loss of feminine
identity, and unfulfilled dreams are the most recurrent themes in the novel. Anger, revenge,
and an imposed loss of identity resulting from psychological and social pressures, together
with the collapse of personal aspirations and the movement toward identity alienation, are
skillfully represented throughout the work.From the cultural perspective, the author
attempts to depict patriarchal society, the restrictions imposed upon women, and the role of
women in promoting the cultural advancement of society.In terms of the linguistic
approach, the reflection of women’s language features is more evident at the lexical,
syntactic, and rhetorical (symbolic) levels. The use of vocabulary associated with women’s
issues, short sentences, and the omission of certain elements are among the features that
render the language of the novel distinctly feminine.This study demonstrates that the
psychoanalytic approach has a higher frequency than the other approaches. The existence
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of such works in world literature highlights the position of women in articulating pains and
concerns that previously had little opportunity to emerge and be expressed.
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