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Objective: The main objective of this article is to examine how humanitarian actions can
be depoliticized in the post-Cold War context. This study seeks to answer the key question
of how depoliticization in humanitarian interventions can support universal human rights
in the post-Cold War era. Based on its hypothesis, the article also investigates how
depoliticizing interventions, with an emphasis on human development indicators, leads
to a universal redefinition of human rights.

Method: This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. In this regard,
the issue of depoliticization was explained and analyzed through a social justice approach
in order to clarify the relationship among humanitarian interventions, human rights
concepts, and human development indicators.

Results: The findings show that humanitarian intervention does not have a single legal or
standard definition, and that the analytical field involved whether law, ethics, or politics
affects its definition. It was also found that humanitarian interventions are of fundamental
importance, especially in response to events such as genocide and mass killings. The
findings indicate that current approaches to humanitarian intervention are influenced by
differing views regarding the need for Security Council authorization or the limits of
punitive actions.

Conclusion: The final conclusion of this study shows that attention to human development
indicators provides the main basis for the depoliticization of humanitarian actions. In other
words, by focusing on these indicators, it is possible to move away from purely political
approaches to intervention and toward a more effective and universal protection of human
rights in the post-Cold War era.
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Introduction
The use of force against sovereign states is universally condemned yet persists because

humanity has not fully resolved conflicts through reason alone. Legal restrictions and
humanitarian interventions can help mitigate this problem. States are the primary actors in
international relations and hold exclusive legislative and executive authority within their
territories while also being influenced by the global environment.Humanitarian intervention
means protecting human rights within a states territory. Although human rights and state
nation relations have become intertwined since the modern state emerged history shows that
autocratic rulers have often oppressed peoples and eroded their natural rights. Countering
such tyranny is a key goal of the international system.

States sometimes act outside international agreements to pursue their own interests
particularly when they cannot secure them through international law. Unilateralism can
encourage other states to follow suit and while reactions to it may strengthen states they are
unlikely to sustain a stable international order without shared values. Legal norms help
constrain unilateral power.

Hegemonic and totalitarian states may exploit state structures to oppress minorities and
redefine social needs according to ruling group interests. Thus universal human rights are
essential to prevent the destruction of human life and individual liberty. Denying these
rights by non democratic governments disregards human dignity and development.
Discrimination based on language race gender or ability violates fundamental rights
especially within specific sovereign territories.Humanitarian interventions aim to protect
individual and social rights and prevent despotism. Historical examples include French
action in Africa to overthrow Bokassa in 1979 and Spains removal of Macias Nguema in
Equatorial Guinea in 1979. However NATO's intervention in Yugoslavia without Security
Council authorization or self defense justification challenged this logic and showed that law
may only bind when powerful states choose to enforce it though NATO did not claim to
have abandoned the law.

Humanitarian intervention was systematized after WWII through the UN and increased
to counter dictatorships. During the Cold War such interventions became politicized along
socialist capitalist lines often aiming to destabilize rival ideologies.Scholarly background
includes Ghavam et al. who argue that humanitarian intervention prioritizes justice over
sovereignty and emerged after Cold War atrocities in Rwanda Yugoslavia and Somalia with
theorists using realism constructivism and liberalism to explain it. Ebrahimi examines the
evolution of the concept and its conflict with sovereignty and non intervention. Rodley et
al. view the Kosovo intervention as a key debate at the intersection of international law and
political identity focusing on state practice system stability and accountability. Wheeler et
al. analyze unilateral humanitarian interventions and propose three interpretations of
NATO's Kosovo action illegal and threatening to international order legally unjustifiable
but morally defensible or a turning point in customary international law.Farajpour et al.
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2025 examining the role of artificial intelligence in arbitration and legal challenges from
automated decision making emphasize that new technologies require clear legal frameworks
grounded in justice accountability and human rights protection otherwise they may
undermine legitimacy of decision making systems. Their findings on reinforcing legal and
justice oriented mechanisms are conceptually aligned with discussions on humanitarian
intervention legitimacy and human rights protection in the international system.This study
adopts a justice centered approach and traces the depoliticization of humanitarian
interventions in the post Cold War era focusing on social justice as seen in Libya and
Kosovo.It asks how depoliticization can support universal human rights and will examine
the theoretical framework and core axes of depoliticization and humanitarian intervention.

Method

This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. In this regard, the issue
of depoliticization was explained and analyzed through a social justice approach in order to
clarify the relationship among humanitarian interventions, human rights concepts, and
human development indicators.

Results

The findings show that humanitarian intervention does not have a single legal or standard
definition, and that the analytical field involved whether law, ethics, or politics affects its
definition. It was also found that humanitarian interventions are of fundamental importance,
especially in response to events such as genocide and mass killings. The findings indicate
that current approaches to humanitarian intervention are influenced by differing views
regarding the need for Security Council authorization or the limits of punitive actions.

Conclusion

Humanitarian intervention refers to a category of military action undertaken against
states that engage in violence and violate human and humanitarian rights. More precisely,
when a state employs violence against its own citizens in ways that contravene humanitarian
and moral standards, it is deemed to be in violation of human rights; such a condition
inherently provides grounds for action aimed at preventing the spread and intensification of
violence. There is little doubt that humanitarian interventions are, at least in principle,
carried out in the service of human development and, above all, the protection of individual
freedoms. Nevertheless, history shows that expansionist powers and states have often
resorted to military attacks and violent measures in pursuit of power and the resources of
other territories. On this basis, some have interpreted humanitarian intervention as merely
a pretext for expansionism and the pursuit of power in the international arena. While this
argument cannot be categorically dismissed, examining the rationale for humanitarian
intervention in light of legal norms and principles of justice can provide a more reliable
framework for evaluating such a hypothesis.
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To this end, the present study first examined humanitarian interventions with particular
reference to Kosovo and Libya. As cases that occurred at the international level, these
examples offer useful insight for assessing the validity of the above perspective. The study
then considered indicators of justice, especially John Rawls’s conception of justice and
international human rights, which emphasize such core principles as individual liberty,
equality, and the social structure as a mechanism for the distribution of wealth and power
within society. Within this framework, human development places emphasis on freedom,
equality, social justice, and property; at subsequent stages, these values are expressed
through participation and the right to self-determination in both political and economic
dimensions. It is evident that the suppression of such components by governments and
totalitarian regimes may provide the underlying basis and justification for humanitarian
intervention. Although these principles may at times be misused as a pretext for illegitimate
purposes, violation of them nonetheless endangers both human and individual development
within society and, in the long run, may contribute to the emergence of fundamentalist and
totalitarian communities.Another important issue in relation to humanitarian intervention
concerns its politicization and the illegitimate exploitation of an otherwise legitimate
practice in pursuit of the unconventional interests of powerful states. Such actions have
indeed occurred throughout history, and numerous examples of illegitimate wars conducted
under ostensibly legitimate justifications can be identified, most of them dating back to the
period before the Cold War and the Second World War. However, the collapse of the bipolar
world order and the ideological structure that had been organized around the two poles of
capitalism and communism reduced the political instrumentalization of humanitarian
intervention. In the post-Cold War era, the world moved beyond strict political bipolarity
toward a hierarchical international system grounded primarily in national capabilities. This
transformation was vividly symbolized by the fall of the Berlin Wall, an event that heralded
the prospect of a new world order less burdened by ideological confrontation.Thus, the end
of the Cold War coincided with renewed emphasis on human rights and human development
worldwide. Rising economic growth rates, urbanization, education, health, and reliance on
political groups and parties as platforms for elections and the distribution of power within
states and the international system all pointed to a return to the centrality of the human
being and individual development within systems of governance.

In this context, the civil war in Kosovo and the separatist aspirations associated with it,
together with extreme violence and genocide, led major powers to undertake humanitarian
action in order to prevent human catastrophe. NATO’s intervention in the Kosovo civil war
was not merely indicative of a political or expansionist Western approach; rather, it was
defined within a framework of development and human rights as understood in the West.
Accordingly, minimum standards of human rights including freedom, social justice,
property, and life constituted the principal grounds for extra-regional interventions in
humanitarian crises occurring within sovereign states.It may therefore be concluded that
humanitarian action in the post-Cold War era, more than reflecting power-seeking or
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territorial expansion on the part of intervening states, has been grounded primarily in human
rights and human development. These are rights whose long-term protection contributes to
global peace and human development in pursuit of humanitarian ends. The case of Libya
can likewise be seen in this light, insofar as NATO intervention gained momentum when
Gaddafi’s army was engaged in brutal repression and killing, while liberation forces,
supported by popular participation, sought to prevent the continuation of Gaddafi’s reign of
terror and inhuman rule in North Africa. On this basis, one may observe a model of
depoliticization and transformation in humanitarian intervention.The post-Cold War
environment has been shaped by three central and interrelated processes: globalization, the
development of democracy, and the manifestation of human rights. All three converged
around the idea of human development. In the post-Cold War period, human development
emerged as the principal theory in development debates, and its major indicators played an
important role in shaping the development process. Consequently, the most significant
principle within human development became justice-centeredness at both the national and
international levels. This justice-oriented approach drew particular attention to unequal
positions and their explanation in terms of structural inequality. Therefore, the post-Cold
War process, through the production of new concepts especially in relation to justice-
centeredness moved toward a form of depoliticization. As a result, humanitarian
intervention today derives its meaning from the concepts of human rights and justice within
the broader framework of human development.In conclusion, despite the many complexities
and fluctuations that humanitarian intervention has faced throughout history, in the post-
Cold War era it has increasingly moved toward depoliticization and social development
through reliance on the principles of human rights and human development. In this regard,
John Rawls’s emphasis on justice and individual liberty provides an important theoretical
foundation for the depoliticized understanding of humanitarian intervention, examples of
which may be observed in both Libya and Kosovo.
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