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Objective: The present study was conducted with the aim of explaining how the cultural
signs of Iran’s indigenous architecture are reinterpreted in contemporary architecture.
This issue has become one of the major theoretical concerns in contemporary architecture
due to the expansion of globalization and the challenge of maintaining a connection with
the heritage of vernacular architecture while simultaneously responding to new needs.
Method: In terms of purpose, this study is fundamental, and in terms of method, it is
qualitative. The theoretical framework of the research is based on the integration of
Peirce’s triadic theory of signs, Eco’s theory of cultural codes, and Barthes’ theory of
myth. For the analysis, three prominent examples of contemporary Iranian architecture
were selected: Tabiat Bridge, Mellat Cineplex, and the National Library of Iran. Data
were collected through documents, architectural plans, images, and scholarly sources, and
were analyzed at three levels: type of sign, cultural code, and mythological meaning.
Results: The findings of the study indicate that, in the selected cases, the continuity of
cultural identity has been achieved not through the direct reproduction of historical forms,
but through the reinterpretation of the concepts and cultural codes of Iranian architecture.
Concepts such as the Persian garden, intermediate space, spatial hierarchy, social
interaction, scenography, and cultural memory have been re-created within the language
of contemporary architecture.

Conclusion: The results of the study showed that symbolic and indexical signs play a far more
prominent and effective role than iconic signs (i.e., the direct and superficial imitation of past
elements) in the production of meaning and the authentic representation of cultural identity in
contemporary architecture. In fact, in order to preserve its dynamism and identity,
contemporary Iranian architecture needs to move beyond surface appearances and formal
imitation toward the reproduction of indigenous semantic and spatial structures. This
structuralist and semiotic approach can provide an appropriate foundation for establishing a
creative link between the tradition of Iranian architecture and the demands of the modern
world.
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Introduction
Architecture has always been understood as more than a merely technical and constructive

activity; it is also a system for the production and transmission of meaning. The built environment
not only responds to human functional needs, but also constitutes part of the symbolic system of
culture, representing the values, beliefs, and identities of societies (Rapoport, 1392/2013). From
this perspective, architectural spaces may be regarded as cultural texts that communicate with
their audiences through various signs and codes.The processes of globalization and the expansion
of new technologies in recent decades have brought about extensive transformations in
contemporary architecture. Alongside innovative opportunities, these developments have also
raised concerns regarding the weakening of local identities and the diminishing of cultural
distinctions in built environments. Under such circumstances, the preservation and re-creation of
cultural identity has become one of the most significant concerns of architectural theorists and
practitioners.

Iranian architecture is considered one of the world’s rich architectural traditions, having, over
the centuries, generated a wide range of spatial patterns, signs, and cultural codes. Elements such
as the central courtyard, the iwan, the Persian garden, spatial hierarchy, and inward orientation
are not merely physical components; rather, they carry cultural and social meanings that have
become embedded in the collective memory of Iranian society. Therefore, the continuity or
transformation of these signs in contemporary architecture may reflect the condition of cultural
identity in present-day society.To study this process, semiotics can be regarded as one of the most
effective theoretical approaches. Semiotics examines systems of meaning production and thus
provides the possibility of analyzing architecture as a communicative and meaningful system. In
this context, Charles Sanders Peirce, through his triadic model of icon, index, and symbol,
provided a framework for classifying different types of signs (Sajoudi, 1383/2004), which has
found wide application in architectural studies. Likewise, Umberto Eco considered architecture a
form of communicative system in which meaning is produced and conveyed through cultural
codes (Eco, 1976). Alongside these perspectives, Roland Barthes demonstrated that signs possess
not only primary denotations but also secondary and mythological significations through which
ideologies and cultural identities are reproduced (Barthes, 1972). This approach enables the study
of architecture beyond the levels of form and function, and contributes to the analysis of deeper
layers of meaning and identity in the built environment.A review of the research literature
indicates that semiotic studies in Iran have often relied on only one of the theories of Peirce, Eco,
or Barthes for analysis (Sajoudi, 1384/2005; Moein, 1384/2005; Paktchi, 1384/2005; Dabbagh &
Mokhtabad, 1390/2011; Sarmastani et al., 1396/2017; Torkaman et al., 1389/2010). As a result,
a comprehensive framework for the layered analysis of how the cultural signs of Iran’s indigenous
architecture are reinterpreted in contemporary architecture has not yet been sufficiently
developed.

Accordingly, the main question of the present study is how the cultural signs of Iran’s
vernacular architecture are reinterpreted in contemporary architecture, and what role this process
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plays in the reproduction of cultural identity. To address this question, the present research
employs an integrated theoretical framework based on the theories of Peirce, Eco, and Barthes to
analyze three prominent examples of contemporary Iranian architecture: Tabiat Bridge, Mellat
Cineplex, and the National Library of Iran. The aim of the study is to explain the mechanisms of
meaning transmission and to identify the ways in which cultural identity is either sustained or
transformed in contemporary Iranian architecture.

Method

In terms of purpose, this study is fundamental, and in terms of method, it is qualitative. The
theoretical framework of the research is based on the integration of Peirce’s triadic theory of
signs, Eco’s theory of cultural codes, and Barthes’ theory of myth. For the analysis, three
prominent examples of contemporary Iranian architecture were selected: Tabiat Bridge, Mellat
Cineplex, and the National Library of Iran. Data were collected through documents, architectural
plans, images, and scholarly sources, and were analyzed at three levels: type of sign, cultural
code, and mythological meaning.

Results

The findings of the study indicate that, in the selected cases, the continuity of cultural identity
has been achieved not through the direct reproduction of historical forms, but through the
reinterpretation of the concepts and cultural codes of Iranian architecture. Concepts such as the
Persian garden, intermediate space, spatial hierarchy, social interaction, scenography, and cultural
memory have been re-created within the language of contemporary architecture.

Conclusion

The aim of this study was to examine how the cultural signs of Iran’s vernacular architecture
are reinterpreted in contemporary architecture through the theoretical perspectives of Peirce, Eco,
and Barthes. The findings showed that elements and concepts derived from the Iranian
architectural tradition are still present in contemporary architecture; however, this presence
occurs primarily at the level of meaning and cultural codes rather than through the direct
reproduction of form. The analysis of the case studies demonstrated that the process of
reinterpretation consists of three stages: first, the identification and selection of indigenous
cultural signs; second, the redefinition of these signs in accordance with contemporary functional
and social needs; and third, the production of new identity-related meanings within the context of
contemporary architecture. In this process, architecture becomes a means for the re-creation of
cultural memory and the continuity of collective identity.The findings also indicated that the
integrated approach based on the theories of Peirce, Eco, and Barthes is capable of providing a
comprehensive framework for the analysis of meaning in architecture. Peirce’s theory makes it
possible to identify the types of signs, Eco’s theory contributes to the analysis of cultural codes,
and Barthes’ theory reveals the ideological and identity-related layers of meaning. Overall, it can
be concluded that the continuity of identity in contemporary Iranian architecture is achieved not
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through the physical reproduction of traditional elements, but through the creative reinterpretation
of cultural codes and their translation into the language of contemporary architecture. Therefore,
the future of identity-oriented architecture in Iran should be sought in the re-creation of cultural
concepts and meanings rather than in the mere repetition of historical forms. For future research,
it is recommended to conduct comparative studies between Iran and countries such as Japan or
Turkey, to combine semiotics with cognitive and perceptual approaches, and to examine the
reinterpretation of cultural signs in digital and parametric architecture.
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