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Objective: This study was conducted with the aim of comparatively examining the theory
of social contract and political legitimacy in the thought of John Locke and the
consultative principles in the thought of Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi, in order to identify
the similarities and differences in their views regarding the source of political legitimacy
and the role of the people.

Method: The present study was carried out using a qualitative approach and a
comparative analytical method. The data were collected through documentary study and
content analysis of the key works of these two thinkers and were then closely examined.
Results: The findings showed that, in Locke’s theory, the social contract is based on the
voluntary consent of citizens and the limited delegation of authority, whereas in al-
Kawakibi’s thought, shura is grounded in the active participation of the people and
continuous consultation. The main difference between the two views lies in the source of
power: Locke considers it to be derived from the people, while al-Kawakibi defines it
within the framework of divine values. Nevertheless, both emphasize popular consent,
the limitation of power, the rule of law, the separation of powers, supervisory
mechanisms, the right to resist tyrannical government, and the importance of awareness
and education.

Conclusion: The results indicate that political legitimacy, regardless of the different
intellectual origins in the East and the West, is inseparably linked to the consent and
conscious participation of the people. In fact, the establishment of a stable political system
requires creating a balance between governing power and citizens’ rights, which can only
be achieved through limiting power, continuous oversight, and guaranteeing the right to
resist tyranny. Therefore, both thinkers believe that without public support and
transparent legal frameworks, governance will lose its moral and political validity.
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Introduction
Political legitimacy is a fundamental concept in political theory that distinguishes between

“mere power” and “accepted power”; for a government to remain stable, it requires not only
the ability to exercise power but also the acceptance and consent of citizens. The sources of
legitimacy have been interpreted differently across various intellectual traditions. In the
Western tradition, John Locke bases legitimacy on the social contract and the explicit or implicit
consent of the people; individuals relinquish part of their natural freedom in order to preserve
their natural rights. In Islamic political thought, Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi defines legitimacy
within the framework of shura (consultation), popular participation, consultation with the
people, and adherence to justice. Despite their different backgrounds, both approaches
emphasize the central role of the people in conferring legitimacy and create the possibility for
conceptual dialogue between the two traditions.

The importance of a comparative study of Locke and al-Kawakibi lies in the fact that it offers
a deeper understanding of the diversity of theoretical and institutional solutions for organizing
political power and, in the contemporary context of legitimacy crises, can serve as an inspiration
for designing political institutions, strengthening public participation, and limiting power.
However, such a comparative study also faces challenges such as historical, cultural, and
linguistic differences, as well as divergences in epistemological foundations and political
theology, and must therefore avoid inappropriate comparisons and oversimplification.

A review of previous studies shows that research has been conducted on the anthropological
foundations of Locke’s social contract, as well as on his legal thought and its connection to
human rights. Nevertheless, there remains a significant gap in the systematic comparative
analysis between Locke’s social contract theory and al-Kawakibi’s consultative principles,
especially with regard to the theoretical foundations of legitimacy, the proposed institutional
structures, and the mechanisms of delegation and oversight of power. To fill this gap, the
present study examines these dimensions through a precise comparative analysis.The main
objective of this research is to compare Locke’s theory of social contract and political
legitimacy with al-Kawakibi’s principles of shura. It addresses two central questions: (1) How
does each thinker define the basis of legitimacy, and what similarities and differences exist
between their approaches? (2) How do both thinkers explain the structures for limiting power,
the mechanisms of delegating authority, and the role of the people as the final arbiter of
legitimacy? The novelty of this study lies in providing a systematic and multidimensional
analysis of the theoretical foundations, institutions, and practical mechanisms of legitimation
in the two intellectual traditions, thereby contributing to comparative political theory and
enhancing the possibility of intercultural dialogue.

Method

The present study was carried out using a qualitative approach and a comparative analytical
method. The data were collected through documentary study and content analysis of the key
works of these two thinkers and were then closely examined.



SOCIAL CONTRACT AND POLITICAL LEGITIMACY ... 3

Results

The findings showed that, in Locke’s theory, the social contract is based on the voluntary
consent of citizens and the limited delegation of authority, whereas in al-Kawakibi’s thought,
shura is grounded in the active participation of the people and continuous consultation. The
main difference between the two views lies in the source of power: Locke considers it to be
derived from the people, while al-Kawakibi defines it within the framework of divine values.
Nevertheless, both emphasize popular consent, the limitation of power, the rule of law, the
separation of powers, supervisory mechanisms, the right to resist tyrannical government, and
the importance of awareness and education. In other words, perfection is a passage from
dependence on what is other than the self toward the realization of the authentic self.

Conclusion

Political legitimacy constitutes a fundamental question concerning the origin and basis of
rightful authority, to which different intellectual traditions have offered diverse responses.
Locke’s theory of the social contract and the concept of shura in al-Kawakibi’s thought
represent two distinct yet significantly convergent approaches, both of which emphasize the
central role of the people in legitimizing government. The aim of this study was to conduct a
comparative examination of the theory of social contract and political legitimacy in the thought
of John Locke and the consultative principles in the thought of Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi.
Employing a qualitative approach and a comparative analytical method, the study first
identified and analyzed the key concepts of political legitimacy, social contract, shura,
delegation of authority, and limitation of power in the works of the two thinkers. It then
examined the theoretical foundations and institutional structures of each framework separately,
and finally, through a systematic comparative analysis, identified the major points of
convergence and divergence between the two approaches.

The findings demonstrated that the concept of social contract in Locke’s theory is grounded
in the conscious and voluntary consent of citizens, whereby individuals delegate part of their
authority to government in order to secure the more effective protection of their natural rights;
such delegation, however, remains limited and conditional. By contrast, the concept of shura in
al-Kawakibi’s thought emphasizes the active participation of the people in major political
decisions, while obliging the ruler to govern through consultation with the ummah, uphold
justice, and adhere to the principles of Sharia. The principal distinction between the two
approaches lies in the source of political authority: Locke conceives it as entirely popular and
contractarian, whereas al-Kawakibi situates it within the framework of divine values and
Islamic law. Nevertheless, both thinkers stress the necessity of popular consent and
participation as indispensable conditions of legitimate government, maintaining that no political
order can claim legitimacy without the acceptance of the people.The study further revealed that
both thinkers regard institutional mechanisms for limiting power as essential to preserving
legitimacy. Locke emphasizes the separation of powers, the rule of law, and free elections,
while al-Kawakibi underscores consultative assemblies, adherence to Sharia, and the
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supervisory role of scholars and intellectuals. In both frameworks, these institutional
arrangements function as safeguards against the concentration of power and the emergence of
despotism, thereby playing a vital role in sustaining political legitimacy. Likewise, the
mechanisms of delegated authority and the role of the people as the ultimate arbiters of
legitimacy are conceptualized in broadly comparable terms. Locke argues that the people have
the right to dismiss a government that systematically violates the social contract and to establish
a new political arrangement; this right of resistance serves as a practical guarantee for the
protection of citizens’ rights. Similarly, al-Kawakibi maintains that the ummah has the right to
resist and depose a tyrannical ruler, justifying this right through the religious duty of enjoining
good and forbidding evil. Both thinkers also place strong emphasis on awareness, education,
and active participation, arguing that without these elements legitimacy risks degenerating into
passive acquiescence, which in turn paves the way for authoritarianism.

The strategies proposed by the two thinkers for reconstructing political order after despotism
exhibit both similarities and differences. Locke emphasizes a return to the state of nature and
the reconstruction of the social contract through broad popular participation, whereas al-
Kawakibi focuses on gradual cultural reform, the revival of ijtihad, and the promotion of
religious rationality.

Nonetheless, both stress the importance of learning from past experiences, institutionalizing
oversight mechanisms, and strengthening public education.Based on the findings of this study,
it is recommended that future research undertake broader comparative analyses incorporating
additional thinkers from different intellectual traditions in order to identify more universal
patterns of political legitimacy. Furthermore, empirical studies on the application of social
contract theory and consultative principles in contemporary political systems could shed further
light on the relationship between theory and practice. From a practical perspective, the results
suggest that the design of political institutions should be grounded in the principles of popular
participation, the separation and distribution of power, the rule of law, and the establishment of
robust oversight mechanisms. In addition, civic education programs should focus on
strengthening critical thinking, awareness of civil rights and responsibilities, and civic courage
in order to cultivate citizens capable of active participation in democratic systems. In Islamic
societies, the integration of consultative principles with democratic structures may provide a
viable pathway toward legitimate governance that is both compatible with religious tradition
and responsive to modern needs.

Ultimately, this study has shown that political legitimacy, regardless of its theoretical origin,
requires the active consent and participation of the people, the limitation and accountability of
power, and the protection of citizens’ rights. These principles, in turn, may serve as a foundation
for constructive dialogue among different intellectual traditions.
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