o

Y

Lorestan University

New Research 1n Islamic Humanities Studies

Online ISSN : 2980 - 8944
https://api.lu.ac.ir/

The Influence of the Economic, Social and Cultural Contexts of the
Dillman Region on the Success of the Alevi Movement

Zeinab Ghadami! ™ (2! Ali Bahranipour?

1. Corresponding Author, Doctoral student of History Department, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran. Email: ze-ghadami@stu.scu.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz,
Ahvaz, Iran. Email: A.bahranipour@scu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 30 December 2025
Received in revised form 01
May 2026

Accepted 02 June 2026
Available online 22 June 2026

Keywords:

Alevis,

Social,

Cultural and Economic
Conditions of Dilaman Region

Obijective: This study was conducted to elucidate the role of the social, cultural, and
economic conditions of the Daylam region in the emergence and success of the Alavid
movement. The principal question of the research is how the structural characteristics of
Daylamite society and the conditions prevailing there on the eve of the establishment of
Alavid rule created the necessary grounds for the acceptance and consolidation of this
government. Accordingly, the present study seeks to clarify the causes of the Alavids’
success in this region by examining the relationship among livelihood conditions, class
relations, the cultural context, and social discontent.

Method: The present research was carried out using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on library-based sources. In this regard, historical data related to the social,
cultural, and economic conditions of Daylam were collected and analyzed in order to
explain the role of these factors in the rise and establishment of Alavid rule.

Results: The findings of the study indicate that, economically, the Daylam region
possessed considerable potential for agriculture, development, and the expansion of rural
settlements due to its favorable climate, abundant rainfall, and fertile soil. Socially,
Daylamite society had a stratified structure consisting of nobles and aristocrats, dehgans,
and commoners, in which the privileged classes enjoyed greater advantages. Alongside
this situation, the imposition of heavy taxes on peasants and commoners, together with
the neglect of the lower strata, contributed to the deepening of social divisions and the
growth of public dissatisfaction.

Conclusion: Based on the findings of the study, it may be concluded that the success of the
Alavid movement in Daylam was not merely the result of a political or religious call; rather, it
was rooted in the social, economic, and cultural context of the region. Class inequality, fiscal
pressures, the deprivation of the lower strata, and the weak legitimacy of local rulers created
conditions conducive to the spread of discontent and to society’s readiness to accept a new
political force. In such a context, the Alavids were able to capitalize on these grievances and
draw upon the existing capacities of the region to gain the support of part of the population and
thereby pave the way for the establishment of the Alavid government in Tabaristan.
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Introduction
From the third to the fifth centuries AH, the region of Daylam witnessed the rise of the

Alavid movement, a movement of a distinctly religious character. The Alavid movement in
Tabaristan was established in 250 AH on the basis of Zaydi Shi‘ism, although some of its
rulers were inclined toward Imami Shi‘ism. This government ruled the region and parts of
eastern Gilan until 345 AH. In addition to the Alavids of Tabaristan, the Buyid brothers
emerged from the region of Gilan and, through the establishment of the Buyid dynasty in 334
AH on the basis of Twelver Shi'ism - albeit with a stronger national dimension - succeeded
in gaining control over a significant part of Iran and even the Abbasid Caliphate. Their
political life continued until 447 AH (Khazri, 1383: 171-172).

The geographical position of Daylam meant that, in comparison with other regions of Iran
during the Umayyad and even the Abbasid periods, it was subject to minimal supervision
(Ja'fariyan, 1375: 289). Thus, by the third century AH, approximately 250 battles had taken
place between the inhabitants of Tabaristan and Gilan and the Arabs, yet full control over
these regions was never achieved. Moreover, unlike other parts of Iran that had come under
the influence of the Abbasid Caliphate, the Caspian littoral continued to be ruled by small
ancient Iranian local dynasties such as the Alavands, Qarinvands, Paduspanids, Dabuyids, the
Kiya'i rulers of Chalav and Kiya Jala, and the Ispahbadhiyya, among others (Mar'ashi, 1345:
21, 24). These local powers remained influential, even while being simultaneously engaged
in conflict with one another (Hakimiyan, 1368: 1).

It was precisely within this turbulent political environment, together with the region's
geographical setting, that from the mid-second century AH onward Zaydi sayyids, and later
Twelver Shi'is, turned toward this area. Particularly after the uprising of Fakhkh and
following the first Alavid uprising on the Caspian shores - namely the revolt of Yahya, which
was the first Shi'i uprising in Daylam - a large-scale migration of Alavids and sayyids to this
land and to Tabaristan took place. As a result, the religious composition of this once
predominantly Zoroastrian region underwent substantial change by the third and fourth
centuries AH (Ja'fariyan, 1375: 289, 233), ultimately leading to the establishment of the Shi'i
Alavid government in the region. Among the factors that must be taken into account in
explaining the rise of the Alavids are the social, cultural, and economic contexts, each of
which played a significant role in the presence and formation of this government over these
two centuries. This article examines the social, cultural, and economic conditions of the
Daylam region up to the emergence and formation of the Shi'i Alavid government. The
principal concern of the present study is to understand the social, cultural, and economic
conditions of Daylam and their underlying foundations. More specifically, the study seeks to
provide a scholarly answer to the following question: what impact did the social, cultural, and
economic conditions of Daylam at the time of the Alavids' rise have on the success of the
Alavid movement? The main hypothesis of this research, in response to this question, is that
whenever independent or semi-independent governments came to power in Iran, the cultural,
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social, and economic conditions of the regions under their rule were, to some extent, shaped
by the competence or incompetence of the rulers who occupied positions of power and
assumed control over the affairs of those lands.

Method

The present research was carried out using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on
library-based sources. In this regard, historical data related to the social, cultural, and
economic conditions of Daylam were collected and analyzed in order to explain the role of
these factors in the rise and establishment of Alavid rule.

Results

The findings of the study indicate that, economically, the Daylam region possessed
considerable potential for agriculture, development, and the expansion of rural settlements
due to its favorable climate, abundant rainfall, and fertile soil. Socially, Daylamite society
had a stratified structure consisting of nobles and aristocrats, dehgans, and commoners, in
which the privileged classes enjoyed greater advantages. Alongside this situation, the
imposition of heavy taxes on peasants and commoners, together with the neglect of the lower
strata, contributed to the deepening of social divisions and the growth of public
dissatisfaction.

Conclusion

The rise of the Shi'i Alavid government in Tabaristan during the third and fourth centuries
AH, occurring in close succession, clearly reflects the unstable conditions that prevailed along
the Caspian littoral during that period. The existence of numerous local powers and
principalities across different regions of Iran, including the north and northwest in the third
century AH, hindered the formation of centralized governments. Consequently, those
governments that did emerge concentrated their efforts on overcoming various obstacles by
mobilizing all forces aligned with them and on expanding the extent of their territorial
authority. Although the Arabs eventually established control over the Caspian region, the
oppression exercised by Arab governors generated widespread exhaustion and resentment
among the population. Their increasing pressure, particularly through the imposition and
collection of taxes, intensified popular dissatisfaction in the region. Under such
circumstances, the people sought a savior, and the Zaydi sayyids came to be regarded as such.
Having themselves suffered under Umayyad and later Abbasid oppression, and observing the
conditions in the Caspian littoral, they found the region favorable to their cause and migrated
there in several waves. When the Alavids came to power in 250 AH, they enjoyed the support
of the Daylamite ruler Shah Justan; this support may be attributed to the relative stability of
his house in comparison with other local governments in Gilan.

The present study sought to provide a valid scholarly answer to the question raised at the
outset of the research. The findings may be summarized as follows:
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From an economic perspective, the Daylam region was highly prosperous due to its
geographical setting and its fertile, productive soil, factors that contributed to abundance,
agricultural prosperity, and the expansion of cultivated lands. Undoubtedly, this prosperity
and degree of economic self-sufficiency constituted an important factor in the emergence of
independent and semi-independent governments in the region, especially the Alavids of
Tabaristan. However, with the domination of the Tahirids over Tabaristan, the financial
resources derived from the region were redirected toward the development of Khurasan. From
a social perspective, the class disparities that existed in both Tabaristan and Daylam also
contributed to public discontent and to a growing inclination toward the Alavids and the
sayyids. The Daylamites’ turn toward Alavid Islam, after the passage of two centuries, was
closely tied to the severe hardships they had endured under Arab governors; ultimately, they
became willing to accept any change that promised an end to their suffering.
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