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Objective: One of the fundamental challenges in the political system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran is the conflict and inconsistency between the two levels of internal
oversight and external oversight in the accountability mechanism of political power.
Internal oversight is based on piety, moral conscience, and a sense of individual
responsibility before God, while external oversight is based on legal institutions, formal
rules, and institutional and social oversight mechanisms. The main issue of the research
is what consequences the prioritization and dominance of each of these two levels of
oversight has for the quality of political accountability.

Research Method: The present research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method and using content analysis of official documents and intellectual texts in the
period from 1993 to 2003.

Findings: It shows that the dominance of internal oversight without institutional support
leads to religious pretense, covert corruption, and reduced performance measurability; in
contrast, the dominance of external oversight without strengthening moral conscience
leads to the formalization of rules, soulless bureaucracy, and reduced motivation for
responsibility. Accordingly, sustainable accountability in a religious political system
requires the creation of a strategic balance and synergy between individual piety and legal
and institutional mechanisms.

Conclusion: The analysis conducted in this article shows that the main issue of the
oversight system in the Islamic Republic of Iran is not “absolute reliance on internal or
external oversight,” but rather how to prioritize one of the two over the other and its
structural consequences.In fact, both levels of oversight—internal and external—exist
simultaneously in the governance structure; but the shifting weight of each has different
effects on political accountability
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Introduction

A fundamental challenge confronting the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran lies
in the inherent tension and incoherence between two distinct tiers of oversight within the
mechanism of political accountability: internal oversight, rooted in piety, moral conscience, and
individual responsibility before God; and external oversight, grounded in legal institutions,
formal regulations, and institutional-social monitoring mechanisms. This study investigates the
consequential effects that the prioritization and structural predominance of either oversight
level exert upon the overall quality of political accountability.

Method

Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this research utilizes qualitative content analysis
of official governmental documents, constitutional texts, and key intellectual writings produced
during the period from 1993 to 2003. The analysis focuses on identifying patterns of discursive
emphasis, institutional design choices, and evaluative criteria that reflect the operational weight
assigned to each oversight paradigm

Resuls

The findings reveal two distinct pathological trajectories. First, the unchecked dominance of
internal oversight—when divorced from robust institutional scaffolding—tends to engender
religious hypocrisy (riya), facilitates covert forms of corruption, and severely diminishes the
measurability and transparency of political performance. In such a context, the subjective and
non-verifiable nature of inner piety undermines objective evaluation. Conversely, the
overextension of external oversight—without parallel efforts to cultivate moral conscience and
internalized ethical commitment—Ieads to the procedural formalization of rules, the
proliferation of soulless bureaucracy, and a marked decline in intrinsic motivational drivers for
responsibility. This imbalance reduces accountability to a mechanistic compliance exercise,
stripping it of substantive ethical content. Crucially, the research demonstrates that neither
form of oversight is inherently sufficient or deficient; rather, the dysfunction arises from the
systemic asymmetry between them. Sustainable and authentic political accountability in a
religiously-grounded political system necessitates the deliberate construction of a strategic
equilibrium and synergistic integration—wherein individual piety is reinforced by, and
mutually reinforces, legal-institutional mechanisms, thereby creating a virtuous cycle of
transparency and conscientious governance.

Conclusion

The analysis concludes that the core predicament of the oversight architecture in the Islamic
Republic of Iran is not a binary choice between “absolute reliance on internal oversight” versus
“absolute reliance on external oversight.” Instead, the critical issue is the relational priority
accorded to one over the other and the resultant structural consequences for governance
outcomes. Both oversight levels coexist simultaneously within the existing governance
framework; however, the shifting weight and institutional salience of each produce divergent
effects on the nature, scope, and credibility of political accountability. The article underscores
that enduring reform requires recalibrating this balance, rather than eliminating or idealizing
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either pole, to foster a resilient accountability system capable of reconciling spiritual
authenticity with institutional efficacy
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