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Obijective: The present article aims to provide a detailed examination of the linguistic,
orthographic, and transliterative features of the Pazand version of the Bundahishn, a
significant text within the Middle Persian tradition. This version was edited and published
in 1909 by Ervad Edalji Kersaspji Antia on the basis of Indian manuscripts of the
Bundahishn. The study seeks to clarify the distinctive characteristics and textual position
of this version in comparison with the Pahlavi recensions of the Bundahishn.

Method: The present study adopts a descriptive analytical approach. In this regard, the
Pazand text of the Bundahishn has been examined with respect to its transliteration
method, the use of Den-dabireh (Avestan) characters, and its orthographic features, and
subsequently compared with the Pahlavi versions of the Bundahishn. In addition, the
characters employed in the text have been identified and analyzed, and its chapter
divisions have been comparatively studied alongside those of other recensions.

Results: The findings indicate that, despite considerable differences from the Pahlavi
manuscripts, the Pazand Bundahishn generally follows traditional transliteration practices.
Nevertheless, the text contains instances of transliteration errors, graphemic transpositions,
omissions or alterations of words, and the simultaneous use of both Pahlavi and Den-dabireh
characters. Furthermore, the study identifies and analyzes 47 out of the 53 characters of the
Den-dabireh script employed in the text and explains the systematic distinctions in their
usage. The comparison also reveals differences in chapter divisions between the Pazand
version and the Pahlavi recensions of the Bundahishn.

Conclusions: The results suggest that, although the Pazand Bundahishn does not achieve the
degree of transliterative precision found in the texts transliterated by Neryosang, it nevertheless
remains a valuable source for comparative linguistic studies and for the investigation of Iranian
religion and culture during the Middle Persian period. The text also represents a noteworthy
example of the longstanding interaction between the Pahlavi scribal tradition and later
linguistic developments within Zoroastrian communities.
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Introduction
Pazand generally refers to the practice of writing Pahlavi texts in the Avestan script (Dén-

dabireh). Various views have been proposed regarding the etymology of the term. Some scholars
derive it from a root meaning “to know” or “to recognize,” while others interpret it as meaning
“with interpretation.” Another view considers it a compound of pati (“against” or “in relation to”)
and zand (“commentary” or “exegesis”’). The term zand itself denotes the explanation and
interpretation of the Avesta and was used in the Sasanian period for the translation and
commentary of Avestan texts into Middle Persian.

The Dén-dabireh, or Avestan script, was most likely developed during the Sasanian period for
the writing and accurate recitation of the Avesta. Later, particularly after the Islamic period, it
was also employed for writing Pahlavi texts. Therefore, the origins of Pazand writing can be
traced back to Iran. In the late Sasanian period, scribes of Pahlavi texts occasionally transliterated
difficult, ritual, proper, scholarly, or less common words into the Avestan script. In the fifth and
sixth centuries AH, the Zoroastrian scholar Dastur Neryosang Dhaval systematized this practice,
which later came to be known as Pazand.

Evidence suggests that many Pahlavi and Zand texts once had Pazand versions as well. Some
of these manuscripts have been lost, some survive only in Pazand form, and others exist in both
Pahlavi and Pazand versions. In certain cases, such as the *Shkand Gumanig Wizar, the extant
Pahlavi manuscript was recompiled on the basis of its Pazand version. In other works, such as the
Menodg 1 Xrad, discrepancies between the Pahlavi and Pazand manuscripts indicate that the
Pazand text was produced from a different Pahlavi source.

The Bundahishn is one of the most important Middle Persian texts, for which both Pahlavi and
Pazand versions survive. It may be regarded as a kind of encyclopaedia of the Mazdean religion
and, according to the opening lines of the text, appears to have drawn upon Zand versions of the
Avesta. Two principal recensions of the Bundahishn are known: the Greater (lranian)
Bundahishn, consisting of 36 chapters, and the Lesser (Indian) Bundahishn, containing 32
chapters. The chapter divisions of the latter do not fully correspond to those of the Iranian version;
the chapters are often shorter, and in some cases a single chapter of the Iranian recension is
divided into several chapters in the Indian one. The Pazand version of the Bundahishn was
prepared on the basis of the Indian recension, and the present study examines the characteristics
of this Pazand text.

Method

The present study adopts a descriptive analytical approach. In this regard, the Pazand text of the
Bundahishn has been examined with respect to its transliteration method, the use of Den-dabireh
(Avestan) characters, and its orthographic features, and subsequently compared with the Pahlavi
versions of the Bundahishn. In addition, the characters employed in the text have been identified
and analyzed, and its chapter divisions have been comparatively studied alongside those of other
recensions.
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Results

The findings indicate that, despite considerable differences from the Pahlavi
manuscripts, the Pazand Bundahishn generally follows traditional transliteration practices.
Nevertheless, the text contains instances of transliteration errors, graphemic transpositions,
omissions or alterations of words, and the simultaneous use of both Pahlavi and Den-dabireh
characters. Furthermore, the study identifies and analyzes 47 out of the 53 characters of the
Den-dabireh script employed in the text and explains the systematic distinctions in their
usage. The comparison also reveals differences in chapter divisions between the Pazand
version and the Pahlavi recensions of the Bundahishn.

Conclusions

The Pazand version of the Bundahishn was composed on the basis of the Indian recension, or
the Lesser Bundahishn, and was most likely derived from manuscript M51; however, its chapter
divisions do not fully correspond to those of the Pahlavi version. Since this Pazand recension
appears to have been produced after the fourteenth century, its Pazand transcriber, unlike
Neryosang and his followers, did not possess complete mastery of the precise reading of Pahlavi
vocabulary. This lack of proficiency resulted in a range of errors in transliteration, graphemic
transpositions, the omission of certain words, and the incorrect reading of some heterograms.
Consequently, the Pazand Bundahishn is less precise than more accurate Pazand texts such as the
Shkand Gumanig Wizar.Nevertheless, these errors are not so extensive as to justify speaking of
the emergence of a new method of Pazand transcription, for the Pazand Bundahishn still broadly
adheres to the fundamental principles of earlier Pazand writing. One of its most important
characteristics is its close fidelity to the Pahlavi text: even where the transcriber may not have
correctly understood a given word, he nevertheless attempted to preserve some form of it in the
text. For this reason, the work is highly valuable for reconstructing certain lacunae and illegible
passages in the Pahlavi manuscripts and can play a significant role in their editing and re-
reading.Moreover, the relative absence of heterograms, the recording of words on the basis of
their pronounced forms, and the abandonment of many historical or quasi-historical spellings
make this text an important source for linguistic research. The author shows that 47 of the 53
principal characters of the Dén-dabireh script are employed in the text, some of which display
distinctive phonetic and orthographic functions. The analysis of these characters demonstrates
that, despite certain inconsistencies, the writing system of the text follows identifiable
patterns.Finally, the article concludes that the transliteration system of the Pazand Bundahishn
reflects not so much an exact representation of early Middle Persian as spoken in the Sasanian
period, but rather a later reading influenced by New Persian. It should therefore be regarded not
merely as a transliterated version of the Bundahishn, but also as an important document for the
development of the Pazand tradition and for the transformation of the reading of Pahlavi texts in
later periods.
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