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Objective: Beyond narrating national epics and heroic feats, Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh
reflects the worldview and intellectual system of the sage of Tus across various domains,
one of the most significant being the status of knowledge and learning. The present study
aims to elucidate the position of knowledge and learning within Ferdowsi’s intellectual
framework and to examine the nature of knowledge in his thought, as well as the
relationship between knowledge, religion, politics, and ethics within his worldview.
Method: This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs textual content analysis.
The primary data are drawn from the text of the Shahnameh, particularly the Moscow
edition (edited by Saeed Hamidian) and the critical edition prepared by Jalal
Khaleghi-Motlagh. In addition, primary sources and authoritative studies in the field of
Shahnameh scholarship have been consulted to support the analysis.

Results: The findings indicate that in Ferdowsi’s thought, khirad (wisdom or intellect) is
regarded as the first creation of God, the criterion for distinguishing good from evil, and
a fundamental prerequisite for legitimate kingship. Moreover, knowledge in the
Shahnameh is not merely portrayed as a practical or technical instrument but as a force
that serves human goodness and well-being. The analysis further suggests that, in
Ferdowsi’s perspective, knowledge consists of two principal categories and seven
sub-branches.

Conclusion: An examination of the narratives of the Shahnameh, including those concerning
Jamshid, Zahhak, Kay Khosrow, Rostam, and Bozorgmehr, demonstrates that neglect of
wisdom and knowledge leads to the downfall of rulers, whereas the exercise of wisdom brings
prosperity and success. Overall, by emphasizing the triadic relationship among wisdom,
knowledge, and religion, Ferdowsi presents a comprehensive model of the wise individual and
the ideal society one that, even after a millennium, remains instructive and inspiring.
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Introduction
Ferdowsi is regarded as one of the greatest creators of artistic works in world literature. In the

fourth century AH, in Tus, he devoted according to his own account nearly thirty years of
secluded labor to composing the Shahnameh, offering a portion of his elevated human thought in
the refined form of Persian (Dari) verse to the treasury of art and knowledge. What has endured
from the hidden treasury of the Shahnameh’s jeweled words is the effusion of Ferdowsi’s lofty
intellectan intellectual essence that was distilled centuries ago into this monumental epic and has
remained, like eternal musk and ambergris, fragrant across the passage of time, preserving his
name and renown.

The Shahnameh opens with the majestic verse:
¢ In the name of the Lord of soul and wisdom,
¢ Beyond whom no thought can pass.

In this opening, “wisdom” (khirad) is placed alongside the name of God, and the first attribute
ascribed to the Creator is not might or wrath, but “soul and wisdom.” This deliberate choice
reveals the exalted status that wisdom and knowledge occupy within Ferdowsi’s intellectual
system. Throughout the Shahnameh, Ferdowsi praises wisdom and knowledge as the noblest of
human virtues and underscores their importance in all dimensions of individual and social life.A
careful examination of the firm and eloquent discourse of the Shahnameh demonstrates that its
author adopts a learned and reflective perspective, one that attributes profound value to the artistic
and cultural legacy of his land. His deep familiarity with the ancient heritage of his ancestors
forged an inseparable bond within him; through his poetic talent and refined sensibility, he
gathered a rich harvest of Iran’s artistic and intellectual traditions, which found inspired
expression in the Shahnameh. In this monumental work, Ferdowsi repeatedly extols knowledge,
wisdom, and learning, delineating the qualities of the learned and wise as well as the
characteristics of the ignorant.Comprising approximately 60,000 to 61,000 couplets (Yahaghi,
Behin Nameh, 1370/1991, p. 13), the Shahnameh recounts the mythic and epic history of Iran
from its origins to the Arab conquest. Yet it is far more than a heroic narrative; it constitutes a
coherent intellectual system in which the interrelationship among ethics, politics, and justice is
articulated in a thoughtful and systematic manner. Within this framework, wisdom and
knowledge assume a foundational and central role. From Ferdowsi’s perspective, knowledge
possesses two distinguishing characteristics. First, human dignity and exaltation depend upon
knowledge; a society attains progress, honor, and strength in proportion to its intellectual
advancement. Second, through the acquisition of knowledge, one may resist the harms of evil and
corruption that is, to safeguard oneself from vice and misfortune, one must increase one’s
knowledge and thereby triumph over the forces of wrongdoing (Hamidian, 1383/2004, p. 34).
Likewise, Ferdowsi maintains that without wisdom, a joyful and flourishing life is unattainable.
In his view, wisdom and knowledge are inextricably intertwined; through their union, a just and
harmonious world free from harm, defeat, and sorrow may be realized (H. Esfahani, 1390/2011,
p. 57). The present study adopts a descriptive analytical approach and draws upon library based
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sources to examine the status of knowledge and learning in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. It seeks not
only to investigate the nature of knowledge in Ferdowsi’s thought but also to elucidate its
principal sub-branches as reflected in the epic. The central research question guiding this inquiry
is as follows: What is the nature of knowledge and its sub-branches from Ferdowsi’s perspective?.

Method

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs textual content analysis. The primary
data are drawn from the text of the Shahnameh, particularly the Moscow edition (edited by Saeed
Hamidian) and the critical edition prepared by Jalal Khaleghi-Motlagh. In addition, primary
sources and authoritative studies in the field of Shahnameh scholarship have been consulted to
support the analysis.

Results

The findings indicate that in Ferdowsi’s thought, khirad (wisdom or intellect) is regarded as
the first creation of God, the criterion for distinguishing good from evil, and a fundamental
prerequisite for legitimate kingship. Moreover, knowledge in the Shahnameh is not merely
portrayed as a practical or technical instrument but as a force that serves human goodness and
well-being. The analysis further suggests that, in Ferdowsi’s perspective, knowledge consists of
two principal categories and seven sub-branches.

Conclusion

A careful examination of the status of knowledge in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh demonstrates that
Ferdowsi both as a cultivated Iranian sage and as a devout Muslim attributes a distinctive and
elevated position to knowledge by harmonizing the cultural and intellectual heritage of ancient
Iran with Islamic teachings. The findings of this study indicate that in the Shahnameh, wisdom
(khirad) and knowledge (danesh) are not conceived merely as technical instruments, but rather as
the ontological and ethical foundations of human existence and social order. Wisdom is portrayed
as the “first creation of God” and the criterion for discerning good from evil, while knowledge is
presented as a cosmic force directed toward human goodness and felicity. The triadic relationship
among knowledge, God, and virtue forms an integrated conceptual structure in Ferdowsi’s
thought, such that knowledge without faith is deemed fruitless, and faith without knowledge
invalid. Ferdowsi regards scholars and learned individuals as sources of dignity and prosperity in
both this world and the hereafter. In his view, knowledge possesses a universal and essential
meaning intrinsically valuable and encompassing a wide range of domains. Moreover, the various
branches of knowledge each hold a specific and distinguished status. Ferdowsi enumerates them
among the respected courtly professions, suggesting that mastery of particular sciences could
bring individuals into proximity with royal authority. He also presents knowledge and artistic
skill as criteria for distinguishing the accomplished from the unskilled. Given that Persian literary
tradition often likens kings to children susceptible to displeasure at the slightest fault Ferdowsi
emphasizes the precision and refinement required in both knowledge and art. Those admitted to
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royal courts were therefore expected to possess a degree of intellectual competence and reliability
that would secure the ruler’s trust and favor. From a sociological perspective, Ferdowsi’s
intellectual system provides a foundation for the concept of legitimate authority: the legitimacy
of rulership is contingent upon wisdom and knowledge. Philosophically, he transcends the role
of a mere epic poet, emerging as an ethical thinker who affirms the inseparable bond between
faith and reason. Through the illumination of wisdom and belief, he addresses the most profound
human crises death, suffering, injustice, pride, and downfall. Ferdowsi’s teachings concerning the
value and status of knowledge remain instructive for contemporary society. They suggest that
sustainable development and collective flourishing are unattainable without adherence to
knowledge and wisdom that is, without commitment to rationality, morality, and faith. Ferdowsi
may thus rightly be called the “poet of wisdom and knowledge™: a thinker who bridged ancient
Iran and Islamic Iran and enduringly demonstrated the enduring truth of the maxim, “He who is
wise is powerful.” Through this intellectual legacy, he attained immortality.
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