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Objective: Many analysts believe that the Middle East will face a serious geopolitical
water crisis in the near future, a crisis whose signs are already evident. Iran and Irag, as
neighboring countries, are both facing water scarcity, and each is dissatisfied with the
water policies of upstream countries. Since Iran is located upstream of some of the rivers
flowing into lrag, its water policies can significantly influence the border regions of the
two countries, particularly from a security perspective. Therefore, the objective of this
study is to examine the security implications of Iran’s water policies in the areas adjacent
to the border of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

Method: In this study, data were collected through both library research and fieldwork.
The data were analyzed using a descriptive analytical approach and the Delphi method.
The main data collection instrument in the fieldwork stage was a questionnaire completed
by experts and specialists in the fields of hydropolitics, political science, political
geography, and water resource management.

Results: The results indicate that Iran’s water policies and actions may lead to consequences
such as water scarcity, environmental changes, and a decline in agricultural production in
the Kurdistan Region of Irag. These impacts may, in turn, trigger reciprocal responses from
the Kurdistan Regional Government and the Iraqi central government.

Conclusion: Based on the findings, the consequences of Iran’s upstream water policies may
lead to tensions and increased insecurity in Kurdistan Province, particularly in border areas.
Therefore, cooperative water resource management and greater attention to the security
implications of water policies in border regions appear necessary for reducing tensions and
strengthening regional stability.
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Introduction
Natural resources, including water, do not conform to political boundaries. Among these

resources, freshwater holds particular importance as the most essential element for human
survival and societal continuity. Consequently, ensuring sustainable access to water
especially in arid and semi-arid regions has become a major concern for governments.
Factors such as climate change, declining precipitation, rapid population growth, expanding
urbanization and industrialization, inefficient consumption patterns, and the depletion of
groundwater resources have increasingly elevated water from a purely environmental issue
to a critical security concern. In many parts of the world, water scarcity has already
contributed to tensions and, in some cases, to water-related conflicts. The Middle East,
characterized largely by an arid and semi-arid climate, limited freshwater resources, and
high levels of water consumption particularly in the agricultural sector provides a
significant context for potential competition and conflict over water resources. Iraq, due to
its downstream geographical position within major transboundary river basins and its strong
dependence on rivers originating in neighboring countries, occupies a relatively vulnerable
hydropolitical position compared to upstream states such as Turkey, Iran, and Syria. The
majority of Iraq’s surface water resources are supplied by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers,
a considerable portion of which originates outside the country’s borders.

In recent years, Iran has implemented various water management projects in its western
basins, including the regulation and control of transboundary surface waters, which have
influenced the volume of water flowing into Iraq. Among these shared water resources, the
Sirvan River originating in Iran’s Kurdistan Province and flowing into the Kurdistan Region
of Iraqg represents one of the most important transboundary rivers between the two countries.
Several dams have been constructed on the tributaries of this river within Iran to supply
drinking water and support agricultural activities, thereby affecting the quantity of water
reaching downstream areas in lIraq. Border regions in lraq, particularly the Kurdistan
Region, are highly dependent on water resources originating from Iran. Any reduction in
these flows may significantly affect agricultural production and economic activities in these
areas. Consequently, Iran’s water policies in its western regions especially those related to
rivers flowing toward Irag may provoke responses from both the Iraqi central government
and the Kurdistan Regional Government. Such responses may take the form of either
cooperation or confrontation. Accordingly, this study aims to examine the impact of the
water policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the security of western border regions
adjacent to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

Method

In this study, data were collected through both library research and fieldwork. The data
were analyzed using a descriptive analytical approach and the Delphi method. The main
data collection instrument in the fieldwork stage was a questionnaire completed by experts
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and specialists in the fields of hydropolitics, political science, political geography, and
water resource management.

Results

The results indicate that Iran’s water policies and actions may lead to consequences such
as water scarcity, environmental changes, and a decline in agricultural production in the
Kurdistan Region of Irag. These impacts may, in turn, trigger reciprocal responses from the
Kurdistan Regional Government and the Iraqgi central government.

Conclusion

In recent years, rapid population growth, expanding urbanization, and the development
of agricultural activities have significantly increased water consumption. As a result, shared
water resources and transboundary rivers have become one of the most critical challenges
in relations among neighboring countries. Upstream states, through the construction of
dams and the regulation of river flows, can influence the availability of water for
downstream countries. This situation may lead to tensions and disputes; however, if
properly managed, it can also create opportunities for cooperation and mutual development
political relations, socio economic conditions, the Middle East, where water scarcity is a
persistent concern.

The findings of this study indicate that water resource limitations along the Iran Iraq
border generate several security implications that can be categorized into four main
dimensions: regional insecurity, political relations, socio-economic conditions, and
environmental conditions. These results were obtained through a mixed-method approach,
combining qualitative and quantitative techniques, including document analysis, expert
interviews, the Delphi method, and exploratory factor analysis. According to the findings,
Iran’s water policies in the western regions of the country particularly in the basins of rivers
such as the Greater Zab, Lesser Zab, and Sirvan may affect the environmental security of
downstream areas in Iraq, especially within the Kurdistan Region. Such impacts may
provoke reactions from both the Iragi government and society. Consequently, these
dynamics may contribute to hydropolitical tensions and increased insecurity in border areas.

Therefore, although these policies may strengthen Iran’s water security, they should be
implemented with greater flexibility and with careful consideration of their security,
environmental, and transboundary implications. Revising and adjusting water policies while
taking into account downstream conditions can contribute to reducing border tensions,
strengthening regional cooperation, and promoting more sustainable security for both
countries.
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Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis Rotation Method:
Varimax with Kaiser Normalization...

a. Rotation converged in 5 iterations.
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