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Introduction
The advent of Islam in Iran is considered one of the most significant historical events for the

Iranian territory. Isfahan held an important position in the late Sasanian era prior to the advent of
Islam in Iran. Isfahan, in the Jibal region, was among the first cities to be conquered upon the
arrival of the Arabs. Over time, Islam came to be accepted as the new religion by the inhabitants
of Isfahan. The conquest of Isfahan provided a suitable ground for the presence of Arab tribes in
this region. From the time of the conquest of Isfahan, the Rightly Guided Caliphs consistently
dispatched governors to administer the city. Among the significant events that took place during
the time of Imam Ali (AS) was the construction of the first grand mosque, known as Masjid al-
Khashinan, by Abu Khunas, the freed slave of Umar ibn al-Khattab. During the period of Imam
Ali (AS), the arrival of the caliph's agents to various regions, including Isfahan, contributed to the
spread of Shiism. They brought with them Shii thought and played a role in fostering the people's
interest in the Ahl al-Bayt (the Prophet's household), and their presence marked the beginning of
the term Shia being raised, albeit in a simple and ordinary manner, in the city of Isfahan. The
most important figures who planted the seeds of Shiism in Isfahan during the period of Ali (AS)
were Yazid ibn Qays al-Arhabi, Mukhnaf ibn Sulaym al-Azdi, Umar ibn Salama, and others.

Method

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on library sources, will
examine and analyze historical accounts concerning the status of Shiism in Isfahan during the
early Islamic centuries.

Results

A considerable number of the noble Companions of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Imams (AS)
were from Isfahan, and they provided the groundwork for the spread of Shii teachings during
their time. The first Muslim Iranian and the first Companion of the Prophet (PBUH) was Salman
al-Farsi, born in Jayy, Isfahan. Ummah al-Farsiyyah was another Companion of the Prophet
(PBUH) whose birthplace has been recorded as Isfahan. The arrival of Malik al-Ashtar al-Nakha'i
in Isfahan is mentioned in the book Dhikr Akhbar Asbahan, noting that Malik al-Ashtar was in
Isfahan during the caliphate of Ali ibn Abi Talib. Other Shii figures who lived in Isfahan for a
period include the prominent poet of Arab and Islamic history, Qays ibn Abd Allah ibn Ka'b,
nicknamed al-Nabighah al-Ja'di, and Abd Allah ibn Muhammad al-Kanani, known as Abu al-
Walid, who is renowned in history as a memorizer of hadith. Isma'il ibn Abd al-Rahman,
Hammad ibn Abi Sulayman, Ibn Qutaybah, Abu al-Hasan al-Asbahani, Idris ibn Abd Allah al-
Isfahani, Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-Isfahani, Uthman al-Isfahani, Nafi' ibn Abd al-Rahman,
Ibrahim ibn Shaybah al-Isfahani, Muhammad ibn Mandah, Abd al-Rahman al-Isfahani, Abd
Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Isfahaniyya, Abu al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Shirah al-1sfahani, and
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sayyar al-Isfahani were among the Companions of the Imams (AS)
from Isfahan.
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The Umayyad agents in the cities engaged in intense propaganda against the Commander of the
Faithful and the Alawids; however, the impact of this propaganda in Isfahan was greater than in
other cities, to the extent that for centuries afterward, it was referred to in sources as a city of the
Nasibis (enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt). The oppressive conduct and racial prejudice of the caliphs
and governors of the Umayyads had created grounds for discontent and opposition to the
government, particularly among non-Arab peoples and nations, including the Iranians.
Consequently, Alawid uprisings intensified during the Umayyad period. Mukhtar al-Thagafi, in
pursuit of the killers of Imam Husayn (AS), received substantial funds from Iraq, Jibal, Isfahan,
Rayy, Azerbaijan, and the Jazirah. The domain of his Shii rule also extended over Kufa, Basra,
Rayy, Khurasan, Nahavand, the environs of Isfahan, and Azerbaijan. He also appointed Yazid ibn
Mu'awiyah al-Bajali over Isfahan, Qom, and their surrounding areas. Said ibn Jubayr al-Asadi, one
of the Followers (Tabi'un) and Shiis of the Commander of the Faithful (AS), and a jurist, reciter,
and exegete of the Qur'an, entered Isfahan around the year 82 AH. During two years of residence
in the Kunbulan quarter, he disseminated hadith and expanded Shii teachings in the Masjid al-
Juljulah ibn Tamimi. The uprising of Abd Allah ibn Mu'awiyah in the late Umayyad period, after
being defeated in Kufa, fled to Iran and managed to gain control over Hamadan, Isfahan, and Rayy.
Even after establishing himself in Isfahan, he appointed individuals to govern various regions.

The growth of Shiism in the third century was remarkable due to the arrival of Imam al-Rida
(AS) in Khurasan, the establishment of the Alawid state in Tabaristan, and the increased migration
of sayyids to Iran, and this century can be called the century of Shiism in Iran. Isfahan was also
influenced by this atmosphere, and favorable conditions were provided for the flourishing of Shiis
in social arenas. The selection of Isfahan as the capital by the Buyid amirs, as well as their
practical emphasis on tolerance and coexistence among all religions and Islamic sects, caused the
situation of Shiis to thrive.

The reasons for the lack of inclination of the people of Isfahan toward the Ahl al-Bayt and
their tendency to confront Shiis are as follows:

- The governance of Isfahan was in the hands of appointees of the Umayyad and Abbasid
caliphs, who had no peaceful relationship with Shiism.

- The existence of Shii centers such as Qom adjacent to Isfahan, where any Shii individual
would prefer to choose Qom for residence rather than settle as a minority in a Sunni city.

- The presence of certain Arab tribes in Isfahan that were opposed to Shiism, such as the Banu
Dibbah, who came to Isfahan after their defeat in the Battle of the Camel.

- The absence of a Shii government in that region, which caused the people of Isfahan to lean
toward Sunni Islam.

- The influence of the Hanbali school in this region, which was vehemently opposed to Shiism.

- The creation of an anti-Shii atmosphere in Isfahan through extensive Umayyad propaganda.

Conclusion

The history of Isfahan in the early Islamic centuries presents conflicting information in sources
regarding religion and how Shiism entered the city. The entry and spread of Shiism in Isfahan
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suffer from inconsistency in the sources; some sources, despite the presence of noble Companions
of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Imams (AS) in Isfahan, have introduced it as a city that was
incompatible with Shiism due to the prolonged presence of the Umayyads in the political structure
of that period. The arrival of great Shii figures in Isfahan on the one hand, and the subsequent
inclination of the people of Isfahan on the other, have prevented historians from reaching an
acceptable consensus in this regard.

The creation of an anti-Shii atmosphere in Isfahan through extensive Umayyad propaganda in
this region caused a distorted image of the Ahl al-Bayt to be portrayed in Isfahan, and the people
of Isfahan came to believe that enmity toward the Ahl al-Bayt and the Alawids, and especially
toward Imam Ali (AS), was a pillar of their religion. After the fall of the Umayyad state, this trend
continued due to the dominance of the Hanbali and Thawri schools, which inherently carried
hostility toward the Ahl al-Bayt. With the migration of Imam al-Rida (AS) and, following him,
the sayyids and Alawids to Iran, the ground was prepared for the people of Isfahan to become
more and more deeply acquainted with Shiism and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS). Over time, the
inclination toward Shii beliefs deepened, and the intellectual-theoretical groundwork was laid for
transforming this city into a bastion of Shiism for later historical periods, namely the Buyids and
the Safavids.
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