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Obijective: The aim of this study is to identify the historiographical thought of Hafiz-i
Abru and to examine the influence of providential and deterministic concepts on his
perspective in reflecting historical events and composing Zubdat al-Tawarikh, with
particular emphasis on how fatalistic notions were employed to justify the legitimacy of
Timurid rule.

Method: This research adopts a descriptive analytical approach. By examining the
historical accounts presented by Hafiz-i Abru in his works particularly Zubdat al-
Tawarikh and Majma al Tawarikh it seeks to analyze both his representation of historical
events and the intellectual framework underlying his historiography.

Results: The findings indicate that the representation of events in Zubdat al-Tawarikh is
structured around three principal axes: state-centrism, elitism, and fatalism. In narrating
history, Hafiz-i Abru attempted to describe and interpret events in accordance with the
objectives of the ruling elite, especially those of his patron. Moreover, historical symbols
and narratives in his thought were shaped by his personal characteristics, literary style,
and inclination toward the Timurid tradition. Together, these elements contributed to the
formation of a distinct mode of political chronicle writing in his works.

Conclusion: In conclusion, it can be argued that in his historical accounts Hafiz-i Abru
remained committed to the prevailing absolute authority of his time and, by employing a
providential and deterministic interpretive framework, sought to confer religious political
legitimacy upon the Timurid amirs and to justify their rule. Accordingly, his historiography in
this period went beyond the mere narration of events and assumed an instrumental function in
reinforcing and institutionalizing the discourse of power and the politico religious hegemony
of the Timurid dynasty.
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Introduction
This introduction examines the intellectual and political contexts that influenced the

historiography of Hafiz-i Abru. It emphasizes that understanding the thought of any historian
requires familiarity with the intellectual climate and dominant discourse of his time.
Historiography in the Timurid period was largely state-centered, focusing primarily on political
and military affairs and on the role of rulers. Within this context, Zubdat al-Tawarikh, written by
Hafiz-i Abru, represents one of the historical works composed with an emirate-centered approach
aimed at justifying the legitimacy of Timurid rule.

The introduction further notes that many historical statements produced during this period
were not merely neutral accounts of events; rather, they were shaped in accordance with the
objectives and ideological orientations of the ruling elite. Hafiz-i Abru, as a historian associated
with the Timurid court, contributed to the consolidation of this discourse through his historical
writings.Finally, the present study focuses on the role of fatalism in legitimizing Timurid rule
within the thought of Hafiz-i Abru. It explores the hypothesis that the dominant discourse in
Zubdat al-Tawarikh is grounded in linking the narration of history with fatalistic beliefs an
approach shaped by the intellectual atmosphere of his time and one that could serve political
purposes by reinforcing the legitimacy of the ruling power.

Method

This research adopts a descriptive analytical approach. By examining the historical accounts
presented by Hafiz-i Abru in his works particularly Zubdat al-Tawarikh and Majma al Tawarikh
it seeks to analyze both his representation of historical events and the intellectual framework
underlying his historiography.

Results

The findings indicate that the representation of events in Zubdat al-Tawarikh is structured
around three principal axes: state-centrism, elitism, and fatalism. In narrating history, Hafiz-i
Abru attempted to describe and interpret events in accordance with the objectives of the ruling
elite, especially those of his patron. Moreover, historical symbols and narratives in his thought
were shaped by his personal characteristics, literary style, and inclination toward the Timurid
tradition. Together, these elements contributed to the formation of a distinct mode of political
chronicle writing in his works.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that, in Zubdat al-Tawarikh, Hafiz-i Abru was concerned less with
the impartial recording of events than with placing history in the service of legitimizing Timurid
rule. Through the use of particular vocabulary, expressions, and narrative strategies, he
highlighted and justified the actions of the Timurids, while giving comparatively little attention
to criticizing their violence, massacres, and other negative conduct. His historiography was
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therefore largely descriptive, partisan, and aligned with the interests of his political patrons. The
findings also indicate that, in HafizAbru’s thought, divine providence and destiny played a
significant role in explaining political authority. He regarded Timurid rule as a divine gift and
interpreted both the transfer and continuity of power as stemming from the will of God.
Nevertheless, he cannot be considered an absolute fatalist or strict determinist, since in certain
instances he also acknowledged a role for human will and agency. Thus, in his view, historical
events were shaped both by human actions and, ultimately, by the overarching force of divine
providence.

Overall, Hafiz Abru’s historiography represents a synthesis of political legitimation, religious
fatalism, and courtly narrative construction. Consequently, scholars must approach his accounts
with care and caution when employing them as historical sources.
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