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Obijective: The objective of this study was to examine the paradigmatic components of
the generative metatheory in comparison with positivist, interpretive, and critical
metatheories, with the aim of identifying their points of similarity and difference. In
addition, given that research methods are grounded in paradigmatic assumptions, the
study also sought to explicate the methodological implications of these foundational
assumptions for research methodology.

Method: This study employed a generative abstraction method based on a descriptive-
comparative ontological approach. Within this framework, the fundamental questions to
which every paradigm must respond were raised and examined. These included the nature
of reality, the nature of knowledge, views on causality, the rationale and purpose of
research, the nature of method, the nature of the human being, the criteria for valid
explanation, the status of credible evidence, as well as each metatheory’s perspective on
common belief and axiology.

Results: The findings revealed that each metatheory provides distinct answers to
fundamental paradigmatic questions, and that these differences shape the methodological
orientation of research. Furthermore, a comparison of the generative metatheory with
positivist, interpretive, and critical metatheories brought to light both the similarities and
the differences among them.

Conclusion: Given that metatheoretical assumptions guide the researcher’s scholarly
activities, shape the application of research methods, and influence both the process of
identifying the real world and the outcomes of research, the paradigmatic assumptions of the
generative metatheory grounded in a monotheistic worldview and the perspectives of Islamic
philosopherscan be regarded as a useful approach for engaging with different levels of
scientific discourse.
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Introduction
The Generative Metatheory is a theoretical construct rooted in Islamic philosophy in general,

and the Sadrai Transcendental Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah) in particular. This
approach is founded upon three fundamental principles of Mulla Sadra’s philosophy: the Primacy
of Existence (Asalat al-Wujud), the Gradation of Existence (Tashkik al-Wujud), and Substantial
Motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah). Based on these premises, the universe despite its apparent
multiplicity, fragmentation, and complexity possesses an internal order, a fundamental harmony,
and a purposiveness, moving dynamically toward unity and integration. In this view, Existence,
as the primordial reality of the cosmos, holds primacy; it manifests hierarchically through various
degrees of gradation, assuming diverse forms and appearances through the process of Substantial
Motion. From this perspective, multiplicities are not in opposition to unity, but are rather
manifestations and determinations of the same singular reality.

Metatheories operate across various levels of scientific discourse, ranging from worldviews
and philosophical foundations, extending through paradigmatic assumptions and theoretical
frameworks, and ultimately reflecting in research methodology and observational concepts.
Within this context, examining the concept of "metatheory" and elucidating its various meanings
is a fundamental step toward understanding its position within the structure of knowledge.
Furthermore, comparing the Generative Metatheory with established paradigms such as
Positivism, Interpretivism, and Critical Theory enables a comparative analysis of paradigmatic
components and facilitates the articulation of its methodological implications.In scientific
literature, metatheory has been variously defined as a theory about theory, or as the "philosophy
of theory." This concept is closely linked to the idea of a "paradigm," although a paradigm has a
broader scope, and metatheory can be considered the core and conceptual foundation of any given
paradigm. In this regard, Ritzer identifies three major functions for metatheory: first, to deepen
theoretical understanding through the study of theories, theorists, and intellectual communities;
second, to provide the groundwork for the development and generation of new theories; and third,
to offer an overarching perspective that encompasses part or all of a theoretical field. Moreover,
according to Overton’s perspective, metatheory covers a continuous spectrum of scientific
discourse, ranging from observational concepts to theoretical and reflective concepts.
Observational concepts are based on common-sense beliefs and everyday perceptions of the
world; while they constitute the primary foundation of scientific understanding, they do not, in
themselves, qualify as methodological data. At a higher level, there exist theoretical or reflective
concepts, which are the product of the reorganization, abstraction, and coherent formulation of
those initial perceptions; these concepts, in the form of theories, models, and hypotheses, serve
to explain the nature of, and the relationships between, objects and events.

Method

This study employed a generative abstraction method based on a descriptive-comparative
ontological approach. Within this framework, the fundamental questions to which every paradigm
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must respond were raised and examined. These included the nature of reality, the nature of
knowledge, views on causality, the rationale and purpose of research, the nature of method, the
nature of the human being, the criteria for valid explanation, the status of credible evidence, as
well as each metatheory’s perspective on common belief and axiology.

Results

The findings revealed that each metatheory provides distinct answers to fundamental
paradigmatic questions, and that these differences shape the methodological orientation of
research. Furthermore, a comparison of the generative metatheory with positivist, interpretive,
and critical metatheories brought to light both the similarities and the differences among them.

Conclusion

The aim of this study was to examine the paradigmatic components of the Generative
Metatheory and to compare them with positivist, interpretive, and critical metatheories in order
to clarify the foundations of research methodology. The findings indicate that metatheoretical
discourse at the paradigmatic level enables researchers to gain a deeper understanding of the
ontological, epistemological, and methodological foundations of different approaches. In this
context, the response to the question of the “nature of reality” plays a decisive role in shaping
how phenomena are observed and interpreted, as observation is always influenced by prior
assumptions and theoretical frameworks. Accordingly, paradigmatic assumptions, which are
essentially demonstrative in nature, cannot be verified or falsified through empirical experience;
rather, their understanding requires rational reasoning at the level of philosophy and worldview.

Within this framework, the generative approach regards rationality or wisdom as the primary
instrument of knowledge and employs rational argumentation alongside empirical experience in
explaining reality. Furthermore, the evaluation of theories varies across different levels of
scientific discourse: at the philosophical level, rational demonstration serves as the primary
criterion; at the theoretical level, explanatory power and practical effectiveness become central;
and at the methodological level, the validity of methods and observational concepts is
emphasized. Ultimately, the credibility of theories depends on factors such as internal coherence,
explanatory capacity, the ability to provide reliable evidence, usefulness, and value orientation.
Accordingly, the preference for one metatheory over another ultimately depends on the level of
worldview. If the universe is interpreted on the basis of purposiveness and unity, then the
development and expansion of the Generative Metatheory and related approaches become an
important necessity within scientific discourse.
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1. formative abstraction method

2. Descriptive- Comparative Entity- Ideagraphy Method
3. formative method

4, Multi method.

5. elucidation
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