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Obijective: The aim of this article is to examine the ambiguous component of magic within
the occult sciences and to analyze the similarities between Marcel Mauss’s perspective in
A Theory of Magic and certain works of al-Ghazali and Shaykh Bahai. The study also
seeks to demonstrate that the concept of magic has been present throughout history and
across different cultures and religions, attracting the attention of various thinkers.
Method: This study is conducted using the historical research method with an analytical
approach. Early sources and classical texts have been consulted, and the data have been
collected and analyzed through the examination of texts and manuscripts. In addition, to
provide documentary evidence, images of talismans have been reproduced directly and
without alteration from manuscript sources and included in the article.

Results: The findings indicate that magic is an ancient and cross-cultural phenomenon
that has existed in many human societies, even prior to the emergence of language and
writing. Moreover, the perspectives presented in Marcel Mauss’s works show certain
similarities with discussions found in the writings of al-Ghazali and Shaykh Bahai.
Furthermore, magic has been widely reflected in literary and cultural texts across the
world and has consistently attracted the attention of different societies.

Conclusion: The results of the study suggest that magic, as a long standing and complex
phenomenon, has been addressed within various intellectual and cultural traditions, and
thinkers from diverse religious and cultural backgrounds have engaged with it. This
indicates that the concept of magic has historically existed on the margins while remaining
in interaction with intellectual and religious systems, and it continues to hold significance
in cultural and historical studies.
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Introduction
This introduction presents the subject of the article, namely an examination of magic and an

analysis of the similarities between Marcel Mauss’s theory and selected works of al Ghazali
and Shaykh Bahai. It begins by outlining the lives and intellectual positions of these three
thinkers. Marcel Mauss, a French sociologist and anthropologist, offered a social analysis of
magic in his book A Theory of Magic. Within the Islamic intellectual tradition, al-Ghazali and
Shaykh Bahai also addressed issues related to magic, talismans, and the occult sciences in their
writings. The study draws upon historical sources, classical texts, and manuscript materials, and
incorporates images of talismans and related illustrations from these manuscripts to enrich the
discussion. The introduction then surveys the historical background of magic in Iran and
beyond. Magic is presented as an ancient phenomenon that has appeared across diverse cultures,
from the civilizations of Mesopotamia and ancient Iran to the Islamic period. In ancient Iran,
figures such as priests and Magi were associated with these practices, and some scholars have
linked the European term “magic” to the word Magus. Beliefs concerning magic, spirits,
supernatural forces, and narratives such as that of Harut and Marut further attest to the deep
roots of this phenomenon in early cultural traditions. The introduction also addresses the
functions of magic in human life, ranging from attempts to control natural forces and ward off
illness and danger to the use of amulets, talismans, and specialized ritual instruments. Magic is
described as having both benevolent and malevolent forms: “white” magic, intended for
protection and the removal of harm, and “black” magic, which seeks to injure others through
recourse to demonic forces and has been regarded by religious scholars as forbidden or even as
disbelief. These discussions provide the conceptual framework for a comparative analysis of
the perspectives of Mauss, al-Ghazali, and Shaykh Bahai on the subject of magic.

Method

This study is conducted using the historical research method with an analytical approach.
Early sources and classical texts have been consulted, and the data have been collected and
analyzed through the examination of texts and manuscripts. In addition, to provide documentary
evidence, images of talismans have been reproduced directly and without alteration from
manuscript sources and included in the article.

Results

The findings indicate that magic is an ancient and cross-cultural phenomenon that has existed
in many human societies, even prior to the emergence of language and writing. Moreover, the
perspectives presented in Marcel Mauss’s works show certain similarities with discussions
found in the writings of al-Ghazali and Shaykh Bahai. Furthermore, magic has been widely
reflected in literary and cultural texts across the world and has consistently attracted the
attention of different societies.
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Conclusion

As Marcel Mauss has argued, magic is closely connected with tradition and is transmitted
from generation to generation. Magical rites and rituals function as traditional practices whose
effects are believed to arise from the very performance of these customary actions. In many
traditional descriptions, the magician is portrayed as possessing an unusual or abnormal
appearance, sometimes characterized by physical irregularities such as deformity, one
eyedness, or other disabilities. Historically, certain groups, including women and Jews, have
more frequently been associated with accusations or suspicions of magical practice. Although
the magician derives authority from tradition, the extent of this authority is ultimately
determined by public belief; in other words, society itself grants the magician his or her power.

Throughout human history, magic has remained a fascinating yet ambiguous and mysterious
subject, attracting the attention of philosophers and alchemists and occupying an important
place in theoretical inquiry. As demonstrated in this article, there are notable points of similarity
between the perspectives examined. While A General Theory of Magic is accessible to a
broader readership interested in ancient rituals and traditions, it is also widely used by
contemporary scholars across various disciplines. Today, many researchers draw upon and cite
this work in their studies. Mauss’s theory of magic not only presents striking and previously
unfamiliar portrayals of magical practices among early human societies and diverse ancient
cultures, but the author’s innovative analyses have also established the work as an important
classical text. Consequently, linguists, psychologists, historians of religion and mysticism, and
scholars of art frequently refer to it and benefit from its insights. Through his observation of the
social realities of so-called “primitive” societies, Mauss concluded that the thought of early
peoples also possessed its own distinctive form of rationality. The influence of Mauss’s theory
has therefore extended far beyond ethnography, shaping research in linguistics, psychology,
religious studies, and Oriental studies. In the contemporary era, as the paths of art, magic, and
science intersect once again, A General Theory of Magic has come to be regarded as a classic
work.
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