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Objective: This study aims to examine the hermeneutic function of the concept of love
in the works of Sanai and Attar and to demonstrate that, in Persian mystical literature,
love transcends a merely lyrical theme and operates as an ontological key for
understanding both text and world. It also seeks to clarify the role of love in shaping the
interpretive horizons of mystical texts.

Method: The research adopts a descriptive analytical and comparative approach.
Drawing upon the foundations of philosophical hermeneutics, particularly the
perspectives of Hans Georg Gadamer and Paul Ricoeur, along with certain postmodern
readings, it analyzes the position and function of the concept of love in the works of Sanai
and Attar. In this process, selected passages from the major texts of these two poets are
examined as analytical evidence.

Results: The findings indicate that in these texts love functions not merely as an
emotional impulse but as a principle that organizes meaning. Sanai, through his critique
of partial reason and superficial asceticism, establishes a mystical language grounded in
love, while Attar radicalizes the notion of kharabat nishini (tavern dwelling) and expands
this logic toward a process of de identification and the fluidity of meaning. This
development reflects a transition from the initial formulation of the discourse of love to a
more complex stage within the mystical tradition.

Conclusion: Love, as a fundamental logic of mystical understanding, creates a bridge between
the Islamic-Iranian hermeneutical tradition and modern theories of textual interpretation,
thereby enabling the rereading of classical texts within contemporary horizons of meaning.
Accordingly, love can be regarded as one of the central axes for interpreting and understanding
Persian mystical texts in contemporary scholarship.
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Introduction
Encountering mystical texts in the modern era, including in the space of literary criticism,

cultural studies, and contemporary hermeneutics, has opened new horizons, and in those texts that
use stories, allegories, and symbols, as well as texts that are the product of selflessness, time,
present, inner experiences, personal language, etc., we often witness the objective realization of the
practical side of Gadamer and Ricoeur. Philosophical hermeneutics, especially in the works of
Gadamer and Ricoeur, emphasizes the historical nature of understanding, the role of
preconceptions, and the multi-layeredness of meaning (Balo, 2019). However, in postmodern
reading, which is predominantly ontological and not epistemological, love is no longer a universal
and unique truth; Rather, it is a multilayered, disjointed, and multi-narrated experience that is
subject to micro narratives and multi voicedness. This reading negates a fixed beloved and reads
love as an existential fluid rather than a fixed truth, thus providing new possibilities for rethinking
classical texts. In such a situation, the main question is whether it is possible to reread mystical love
in relation to these new theoretical systems without losing its sacred, interpretive, and traditional
character? And what is the relationship between the traditional mystical interpretation and
contemporary readings of love, namely, conflict, continuity, or re-creation? Relying on reliable
sources in the fields of Islamic mysticism, Persian poetry, and philosophical hermeneutics, the
present study attempts to show that love in Persian mystical literature is a multidimensional
phenomenon that finds meaning both within the tradition of interpretation and can be reinterpreted
in new hermeneutical horizons. In this study, the theoretical foundations of love and interpretation
in Persian mysticism are first examined, then the capacities of Gadamerian and Recovery
hermeneutics for analyzing mystical texts are explained, and finally the possibilities and limitations
of a postmodern reading of mystical love are evaluated. Accordingly, the present study seeks to
show that “love” in Persian mystical literature is not a simple theme, but a focus for the production
and interpretation of meaning; a focus through which the relationship between tradition, text, and
reader can be reconsidered at a new level.

Method

The research adopts a descriptive analytical and comparative approach. Drawing upon the
foundations of philosophical hermeneutics, particularly the perspectives of Hans Georg Gadamer
and Paul Ricoeur, along with certain postmodern readings, it analyzes the position and function
of the concept of love in the works of Sanai and Attar. In this process, selected passages from the
major texts of these two poets are examined as analytical evidence.

Results

The findings indicate that in these texts love functions not merely as an emotional impulse but
as a principle that organizes meaning. Sanai, through his critique of partial reason and superficial
asceticism, establishes a mystical language grounded in love, while Attar radicalizes the notion
of kharabat nishini (tavern dwelling) and expands this logic toward a process of de identification
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and the fluidity of meaning. This development reflects a transition from the initial formulation of
the discourse of love to a more complex stage within the mystical tradition.

Conclusion

The study of postmodern readings shows that this approach, by emphasizing the instability of
meaning and the plurality of narratives, can reveal new dimensions of mystical texts, but at the
same time it also faces some limitations. If mystical love is reduced to a mere play of signs or
linguistic discourse, its connection with the behavioral experience, the sacred, and the ontological
foundations of mysticism will be ignored. Hence, the present analysis shows that postmodern
reading is beneficial when it is used in interaction with the traditional horizon of the text, not in
its complete replacement. Therefore, it can be said that love in Persian mystical literature should
not be considered merely a literary subject, but rather the fundamental logic of understanding and
interpretation in this tradition. This logic both transforms the existential experience of the seeker
and turns the language of mystical poetry into an arena for the production of multilayered
meanings. Therefore, the hermeneutic reading of mystical texts can create a bridge between the
Islamic-Iranian interpretive tradition and contemporary theories of textual understanding, and
show that Persian mystical literature still has a high capacity for dialogue with new philosophical
ideas.
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