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Objective: Verse 24 of Surah al-Anfal, commonly known as the verse of haylulah
because of the key expression anna Allaha yahulu bayna al mari wa galbih (God
intervenes between a person and his heart), has long been a major subject of debate in
Qur’anic exegesis, particularly regarding determinism and free will. The central question
is how divine interposition between the human being and the heart can be reconciled with
human freedom and moral responsibility. This study examines and critiques the
assumptions of deterministic readings, which construe haylulah as the negation of human
agency, and clarifies the term’s meaning and its relation to divine justice and human free
will.

Method: This research adopts a descriptive analytical method with a comparative
approach. It critically analyzes the assumptions of deterministic interpretations, especially
within Sunni theological and exegetical traditions, and compares them with Shii
theological and hadith based foundations, with particular emphasis on the views of
Allamah Tabatabai.

Results: A careful lexical analysis of key terms (haylulah, mar, galb), attention to the
verse’s context, recourse to the Qur’ans definitive passages, and reliance on sound
narrations from the Ahl al Bayt collectively undermine deterministic interpretations. By
contrast, the agency affirming reading consistent with Shii premises understands divine
haylulah not as removing human volition, but as expressing God’s absolute ontological
and epistemic proximity and sovereignty over the human being, His wise governance of
the heart, and His role in guidance, granting success (tawfiq), and safeguarding human
fitrah.

Conclusion: A correct interpretation of the verse of haylulah does not conflict with human free
will. Rather, while affirming divine sovereignty and lordship, it secures human agency and
moral accountability and offers a balanced account of the ontic (takwini) and normative
(tashrii) relationship between human beings and God, consistent with divine justice.
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Introduction
Verse 24 of Surah al Anfal, which begins by calling humanity to respond to the divine call and

accept guidance, is a pivotal verse in elucidating the relationship between man and God and his
position within the spiritual framework of the Qur’an. Through the key phrase, “...God intervenes
between a person and his heart...”, the verse emphasizes God’s absolute proximity to the individual
and His interposition between man and his heart, presenting a profound concept of divine
ontological encompassment and human existential dependence on the Creator. However,
throughout the history of Qur’anic exegesis, diverse and sometimes conflicting perspectives have
emerged regarding the concept of haylulah (divine interposition) .One of the most challenging
discussions in this field concerns the deterministic interpretations of this verse. This viewpoint,
prevalent among certain commentators, stresses God’s absolute dominance over the human will,
thereby diminishing the role of individual decision making and moral responsibility. Contrasting
this perspective is an interpretation consistent with the fundamental principles of Islamic theology
particularly the concepts of divine justice and human free will as manifested in the Shii school of
thought. This interpretation explains the verse in harmony with other definitive (muhkam) Quranic
passages, viewing divine haylulah not as the negation of agency, but as an expression of God’s role
in guidance, the protection of innate nature (fitrah) and conscience, and an emphasis on human
responsibility toward the divine invitation.

The present article aims to critique deterministic interpretations of Verse 24 of Surah al Anfal
through an analytical comparative method. It seeks to explore the precise meaning of haylulah and
clarify its relationship with the fundamental principles of divine justice and free will. To this end,
by drawing upon authoritative exegetical texts and theological analyses, this study attempts to
provide an interpretation that accurately explains absolute divine sovereignty and ownership while
simultaneously preserving the status of human choice and responsibility.

Method

This research adopts a descriptive analytical method with a comparative approach. It critically
analyzes the assumptions of deterministic interpretations, especially within Sunni theological and
exegetical traditions, and compares them with Shii theological and hadith based foundations, with
particular emphasis on the views of Allamah Tabatabai.

Results

A careful lexical analysis of key terms (haylulah, mar, qalb), attention to the verse’s context,
recourse to the Qur’ans definitive passages, and reliance on sound narrations from the Ahl al Bayt
collectively undermine deterministic interpretations. By contrast, the agency affirming reading
consistent with Shii premises understands divine haylulah not as removing human volition, but as
expressing God’s absolute ontological and epistemic proximity and sovereignty over the human
being, His wise governance of the heart, and His role in guidance, granting success (tawfig), and
safeguarding human fitrah.
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Conclusions

Verse 24 of Surah al-Anfal, widely known as the verse of haylulah due to its pivotal statement,
anna Allaha yahulu bayna al-mar’i wa galbih” (God intervenes between a person and his heart), has
been among the most contested Qur’anic passages in theology and exegesis. On the basis of its
surface wording, it has at times been invoked to support deterministic readings, thereby generating
divergent positions on the foundational question of determinism and free will. The present study set
out to critically examine such deterministic interpretations and to advance an account consistent
with the principles of divine justice and human agency by analyzing the verse’s lexical, exegetical,
and narrational dimensions.The principal findings indicate that deterministic interpretations, those
that construe haylulah primarily as God’s preventing an unbeliever from faith or a believer from
disbelief, and thus as the negation of human volition, stand in serious tension with the Qur’an’s
definitive teachings. This tension is evident both in verses that explicitly affirm human choice and
responsibility in selecting one’s path (e.g., al Kahf 18:29) and in the immediate context of the verse
itself, which begins with a summons to voluntary response. Moreover, the theological implications
of a deterministic reading are incompatible with the fundamental principle of divine justice.By
contrast, a careful analysis of the verse’s key concepts (haylulah, mar’, galb), together with a broad
review of exegetical perspectives and reliable narrations, especially within Shi‘i tradition and in the
writings of exegetes such as Allamah Tabatabai, shows that divine haylulah can and should be
understood in a manner compatible with human free will. More coherent and defensible
interpretations read haylulah as expressing God’s absolute ontological proximity and encompassing
presence with respect to the human being, His true ownership and wise governance of the affairs of
the heart, and His role in guidance, granting success (tawfig), and safeguarding the human fitrah
against deviation.

The significance of these findings lies in resolving the apparent conflict between this ambiguous
verse and the Qur’anic and rational principle of free agency, while offering a balanced and
comprehensive account of the God-human relationship. In this relationship, God’s encompassing
presence, ownership, knowledge, and absolute power do not negate human choice and moral
obligation; rather, they provide the conditions for the realization of guidance and perfection through
conscious and responsible decision-making. Ultimately, the verse of haylulah functions as a
warning to the heedless, a glad tiding to believers, and a call to recognize this profound existential
bond and to respond appropriately to the life-giving divine summons before the opportunity is lost.
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