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Objective: To examine and identify the sources and factors behind the infiltration of
Israiliyyat into Islamic mysticism in order to better understand the true nature of Islam and
to help create the conditions for purifying the Islamic tradition from irrational and non-
canonical superstitions and legends.

Method: Relying on historical investigations and the study of authentic sources of Islamic
mysticism, this research analyzes the process through which Israiliyyat penetrated the
Islamic sphere and traces the footprints of this influence within Islamic mysticism.

Results: The findings indicate that certain converts to Islam, groups of uninformed or ill-
intentioned Muslims, and even the caliphal establishment played a fundamental role in
spreading Israiliyyat .Beyond disseminating superstitions and anti-rational narratives, this
influence facilitated the entry of ideas such as determinism, anthropomorphism,
corporealism, fatalism, acceptance of oppression, permissiveness, and subservience to
Jewish and Christian authority .

Moreover, lsrailiyyat first entered the domain of hadith through fabricated and non-
transmitted reports, then simultaneously infiltrated history, prophetic biography, and
doctrines, and from there found their way into Islamic epistemic discourse, especially
Sufism .These elements were incorporated into literary and mystical prose and poetry in
forms such as divine sayings, stories of the prophets, prophetic traditions, and accounts
attributed to spiritual masters.

Conclusions: Over time, Israiliyyat became widespread in Islamic mysticism and Persian
literature, and many of its elements have turned into common beliefs and motifs, shaping
Islamic intellectual discourse without due attention to their spurious origins .Therefore,
identifying the origins of these motifs and critically evaluating their sources is an urgent
necessity for refining Islam’s mystical and intellectual heritage .Attention to authentic
Islamic sources can also help distinguish valid religious teachings from distorted or
infiltrated elements.
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Introduction
Israiliyyat (plural of Isra’iliyya) is a term attributed to the Banu Isra’il (the Children of

Israel), namely the descendants of the Prophet Jacob (Abu Shuhbah, 1413 AH: 12). In its
lexical sense, the term refers to the body of reports transmitted from Jewish sources that
appear in works of Quranic exegesis, history, and related fields (Umar, 2008, vol. 1: 91).
From another perspective, Israiliyyat may be understood as narratives, legends, reports, or
materials of Israelite provenance, or whose chain of transmission ultimately terminates in
such a provenance, whether in a particular individual or a written source (Marifat, 1380 SH,
vol. 2: 70).

The lexical meaning of Israiliyyat does not adequately capture the breadth of its technical
usage. In terminological contexts, the concept expanded beyond specifically Israelite tales and
legends and came to denote, more generally, a wide range of non-Islamic myths, stories, reports,
and beliefs that entered the disciplines of Quranic exegesis, hadith, and Islamic historiography.
The origin of these narratives and reports may be Jewish, Christian, or otherwise (Mohammad-
Qasemi, 1378 SH: 89), and the application of the term Israiliyyat to all such materials is based
on the principle of terminological predominance (taghlib) (Ma‘rifat, 1380 SH, vol. 2: 71).
Israiliyyat may have entered Islamic culture either through individuals from the People of the
Book who converted to Islam or through Muslims who, for various motives, were interested in
transmitting their stories and legends (Mohammad-Qasemi, 1378 SH: 89). Among these,
converts from the People of the Book were particularly active, and the provenance of many
Israiliyyat can be traced to their role in narrating accounts and interpreting Quranic stories and
legal rulings during the first Islamic century (al-Masiri, 1999, pt. 14: 414).

The sources of most Israiliyyat are Jewish writings such as the Torah, the Talmud, the
Psalms, and others, as well as Christian texts in the Gospels and their commentaries. The reason
these materials are known under the rubric *Israiliyyat™ is, first, that their primary wellspring
lies in the written and oral culture of the Children of Israel and, second, that the volume of
Christian reports is comparatively much smaller than the material transmitted from Jewish
sources (Abu Shuhbah, 1413 AH: 14).

Method

Relying on historical investigations and the study of authentic sources of Islamic mysticism,
this research analyzes the process through which Israiliyyat penetrated the Islamic sphere and
traces the footprints of this influence within Islamic mysticism.

Results

The findings indicate that certain converts to Islam, groups of uninformed or ill-intentioned
Muslims, and even the caliphal establishment played a fundamental role in spreading Israiliyyat.
Beyond disseminating superstitions and anti-rational narratives, this influence facilitated the entry
of ideas such as determinism, anthropomorphism, corporealism, fatalism, acceptance of
oppression, permissiveness, and subservience to Jewish and Christian authority.



IDENTIFYING THE INFLUENCE OF ISRAILIYYAT... 3

Moreover, Israiliyyat first entered the domain of hadith through fabricated and non-transmitted
reports, then simultaneously infiltrated history, prophetic biography, and doctrines, and from
there found their way into Islamic epistemic discourse, especially Sufism. These elements were
incorporated into literary and mystical prose and poetry in forms such as divine sayings, stories
of the prophets, prophetic traditions, and accounts attributed to spiritual masters.

Conclusions

A genealogy of the penetration of Jewish ideas (lsrailiyyat) into Islamic history indicates that
numerous domains of Islamic scholarship and culture have not remained unscathed by the entry
of Israiliyyat or fabricated traditions. From the earliest period of Islam, the conversion of certain
members of the People of the Book and the extensive cooperation that developed between some
of these individuals and the caliphal apparatus and other centers of power facilitated the
incorporation of many Jewish and Christian teachings into works of sira, tafsir, history, and
hadith. From there, such materials found their way into doctrinal and epistemic texts, thereby
overshadowing Islamic intellectual and religious discourse with the aforementioned superstitions
and forgeries. Fair and unbiased assessments, the study argues, suggest that Sunni legal-
theological schools, Islamic sects, and especially Sufism were most influenced by these reports.
As a result, narrations transmitted by figures deemed suspect such as Abd Allah ibn Salam, Kab
al-Ahbar, 1krima, Abd Allah ibn Amr ibn al As, Abu Hurayra, Wahb ibn Munabbih, and others
entered the canonical Sihah collections and, through this route, came to be treated as Prophetic
hadith or as musnad reports traced to the Companions. This development, in turn, is said to have
contributed to doctrinal and epistemic fragmentation among Muslims and to the spread of
superstitions and legends viewed as inconsistent with the dignity and rationality expected of
revealed religion. In this account, the only school that, in emulation of the Messenger of God,
consistently and forcefully confronted such infiltrations and continually rejected them was the
School of the Ahl al-Bayt and Alid Shiism.

As a final recommendation, the identification and critical examination of the sources and
factors enabling the infiltration of Israiliyyat into Islamic culture and, subsequently, into
mysticism and Sufism, is presented as an essential task. For the purpose of purifying the sacred
domain of Islam from infiltrated forgeries and superstitions attributed to deceptive currents
among the People of the Book, particularly in the era of the Companions and the Successors, this
undertaking should remain a sustained and comprehensive priority for informed and truth-seeking
Muslims, drawing upon the scholarly and practical model of the Infallibles (Ahl al Bayt).
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