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Introduction
The problem of the valid understanding of religion transcends mere abstract deliberation; it is

inextricably linked to the trajectory of social, jurisprudential, and ethical spheres. Indeed, the
absence of objective criteria and epistemic stability in this domain destabilizes both scholarly
discourse and religious policymaking. In this context, the thought of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli
proposes a 'middle path' that simultaneously emphasizes epistemic realism the possibility of
attaining objective truth and acknowledges the inherent dynamism of ljtihad and the various
levels of understanding. By doing so, he rejects both extreme relativism and intellectual rigidity,
offering a coherent response to contemporary hermeneutic challenges. Unlike previous
fragmented approaches, this perspective reconstructs subjects such as the authority of reason, the
validity of Tradition (Sunnah), and the gradations of Quranic interpretation not as isolated topics,
but as interconnected components of a unified system. Within this framework, the harmonious
interaction between reason (agl) and revelation (nagl) facilitates a methodical and sustainable
religious knowledge capable of addressing emergent contemporary issues.

Method

This research employs a "descriptive-analytical" approach, drawing upon the study and
analysis of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s written works to reconstruct his system of religious
knowledge across three levels: the "possibility of stable understanding,” the "status of sources
(Reason, Quran, and Sunnah),” and the "interaction between Reason and Revelation (Agl and
Nagl)." Furthermore, it attempts to evaluate the internal coherence of this intellectual macro-
project in facing emergent doubts by extracting his inferential rules.

Results

In this school of thought, understanding religion is a "graded" (tashkiki), methodical process
based on the interaction between valid Reason and valid Revelation. Within this framework,
Reason serves not only a "key-like™ (miftahi) role but also possesses “lamp-like" (misbahi) and
"evaluative" (mi’yari) functions; when it yields certainty (yaqin), it attains a foundational source
status in the geometry of religious knowledge. Additionally, the Quran is recognized as an
"independent authority” and the ultimate criterion for assessing other sources, while the Sunnah
plays an explanatory and complementary role in the light of the Quran and Reason. The outcome
of this synergy is the attainment of disciplined knowledge that prevents the personalization of
understanding and replaces modern subjectivism with "Revelatory Rationality."”

Conclusion

Based on the preceding discussions, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s theory of religious
understanding should not be viewed as a fragmented collection of discourses on reason, the
Quran, and Tradition; rather, it is explicable as a coherent, multi tiered framework. Within this
framework, the possibility of attaining relatively stable religious knowledge is first established
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through a critique of epistemic relativism and the elucidation of the immateriality (tajarrud) and
gradations of perception. This demonstrates that variations in the levels of understanding do not
negate the realistic nature of valid religious knowledge. Subsequently, the sources of religious
cognition namely reason (aqgl), the Quran, and Tradition (Sunnah) are analyzed in terms of their
validity and scope. This is followed by an explanation of how these sources interact in the
processes of interpretation, ljtihad, and the resolution of apparent contradictions. Consequently,
in this view, religious understanding neither lapses into unstructured relativism nor remains
confined within static traditionalism (naql gara’i). Instead, it proposes a 'middle path' that utilizes
the capacities of reason and human sciences to address emerging contemporary issues, while
ensuring that such engagement remains anchored within the fixed principles and authoritative
sources of religion.

In this intellectual system, the distinction between 'knowledge concerning the Sharia’ and
'knowledge derived from the Sharia’ plays a pivotal role. The former pertains to the fixed universal
principles of religion, which possess stability and the potential for certainty (yaqin), while the
latter involves jurisprudential deductions and applications to changing subjects, which are
dynamic yet bound by the criteria of authoritative methodology. Furthermore, reason occupies a
fundamental position in the geometry of religious knowledge; it is not merely a 'key' (miftah) to
religion but also a 'lamp' (misbah) and, in certain instances, a criterion for understanding, although
‘'rational self-sufficiency’ is rejected in favor of the necessity of revelation in matters of worship
(ta'abbudi). Within this framework, the Quran serves as the independent authority and the
criterion for evaluating other sources, Tradition acts as the clarifier and complement to Quranic
understanding, and reason functions as the tool for comprehension, evaluating evidence, and
resolving apparent conflicts. Thus, valid religious understanding emerges from the synergetic
interaction of these three authoritative sources.

Accordingly, Javadi Amoli’s theory provides a problem-centered paradigm for religious
understanding. By critiquing relativism, establishing the source authority of both reason and
revelation, and resolving apparent contradictions, it defends the possibility of a valid and
methodical understanding of religion. Such a model provides a foundation for bridging the gap
between fixed principles and the dynamism of religious understanding in contemporary
discourses on Islamic human sciences, state jurisprudence, and emergent modern issues.
Concepts such as the immateriality of perception, the authority of reason, the gradations of
Quranic understanding, the validity of Tradition, the relationship between science and religion,
and the resolution of conflict between reason and revelation are reinterpreted through a unifying
logic: the defense of valid religious understanding. Therefore, an analysis of Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli’s thought attains its true significance and coherence only when these concepts are
examined in relation to the central problem of the possibility of understanding religion. This
approach indicates that the present research transcends a mere compilation of views, striving
instead to reconstruct an integrated theory of religious understanding and its application to
modern challenges.
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