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Objective: In the post-COVID era, urban nightlife has gained increasing attention as a
platform for redefining social relations, improving quality of life, and strengthening the
cultural economy. This study aims to examine the role of cultural nightlife and creative
industries in the reconfiguration of urban spaces and to analyze citizens attitudes toward
nighttime cultural policymaking in the Bu-Ali Pedestrian Street area of Hamedan.
Method: This study is applied in purpose and adopts an analytical exploratory approach.
Data were collected through a researcher-developed questionnaire from 350 nighttime
users of the space and were analyzed using hierarchical cluster analysis and
non-parametric tests in SPSS and Jamovi software.

Results: The results indicate that respondents can be classified into five distinct
attitudinal clusters regarding different dimensions of nightlife. Significant differences
were observed among the clusters across all components. Clusters with more positive
attitudes reported higher levels of perceived safety, spatial vitality, cultural participation,
and place attachment.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that in the post-COVID context, cultural nightlife can
function as an effective tool for the revitalization of public spaces, the reconstruction of social
ties, and the enhancement of cultural resilience. Therefore, the reconfiguration of urban spaces
should be reconsidered through participatory, creative, and data-driven approaches within the
framework of nighttime cultural policymaking.
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Introduction
This introduction highlights the growing importance of urban nightlife in shaping urban life

in the post-COVID era. Nightlife is increasingly recognized as a significant factor in enriching
cultural and social life, attracting creative talent, fostering innovation, and enhancing urban
attractiveness. It also plays an important role in stimulating urban economic dynamism and
revitalizing public spaces. The COVID-19 pandemic further exposed the vulnerability of
cultural and creative infrastructures, thereby emphasizing the need to reconsider nighttime
cultural policymaking and to strengthen the role of arts and culture in the reconstruction of
urban life. Despite its global significance, nightlife has not yet secured a stable position within
urban planning in Iran. For instance, Bu-Ali Pedestrian Street in Hamedan, although recognized
as a major tourist and historical axis during the daytime, lacks sufficient cultural vibrancy and
active nightlife after dark. Accordingly, the present study examines the role of creative
industries in the reconfiguration of urban spaces and analyzes citizens’ attitudes toward cultural
nightlife within the context of post-pandemic cultural policymaking. This study focuses on four
key dimensions: cultural nightlife, creative industries, spatial reconfiguration, and cultural
policymaking. The main objective is to identify meaningful attitudinal patterns through the
analysis of citizens’ perceptions using methods such as cluster analysis and non-parametric
statistical tests. By doing so, the research seeks to reveal the capacities and challenges of
nighttime cultural policymaking in middle-sized Iranian cities.

Ultimately, the study argues that the reconfiguration of urban spaces should not be
understood merely as a physical transformation. Rather, it requires a cultural, social, and
participatory approach that can strengthen place attachment, enhance social participation, and
foster the development of the urban creative economy in the post-COVID era.

Method

This study is applied in purpose and adopts an analytical exploratory approach. Data were
collected through a researcher-developed questionnaire from 350 nighttime users of the space
and were analyzed using hierarchical cluster analysis and non-parametric tests in SPSS and
Jamovi software.

Results

The results indicate that respondents can be classified into five distinct attitudinal clusters
regarding different dimensions of nightlife. Significant differences were observed among the
clusters across all components. Clusters with more positive attitudes reported higher levels of
perceived safety, spatial vitality, cultural participation, and place attachment.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that cultural nightlife and creative industries can play a
significant role in the reconfiguration of urban spaces. The analysis of citizens’ attitudes
reveals the formation of five distinct clusters, each reflecting different experiences and
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perceptions regarding safety, spatial vitality, cultural participation, and nighttime cultural
policymaking. Clusters with more positive attitudes reported higher levels of perceived
safety and place attachment, underscoring the importance of creative industries and cultural
planning in enhancing the quality of public spaces. The findings also indicate that the
post-COVID period has transformed patterns of spatial use and urban interactions,
intensifying the need for flexible, participatory, and culturally oriented environments.
Under such conditions, cultural nightlife can serve as a platform for revitalizing collective
urban life, rebuilding social trust, and strengthening cultural resilience .Based on the cluster
analysis of citizen attitudes, the study affirms the feasibility of developing localized and
participatory nighttime cultural policies for mid-sized cities. Accordingly, nighttime
policymaking should not be limited to physical development or tourism-oriented
approaches; rather, it must be grounded in a nuanced understanding of citizens’ lived
experiences, creative capacities, and genuine participation. Finally, the study proposes a set
of recommendations, including the establishment of a “Night Mayor” office, support for
nighttime creative industries, redesigning public spaces to meet nighttime cultural needs,
data-driven policymaking, post-crisis cultural event planning, intersectoral collaboration,
and the creation of a monitoring system for evaluating nightlife quality. Collectively, these
measures can contribute to more effective and dynamic cultural policymaking for urban
nightlife in Iranian cities.
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