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Objective: The large number of manuscript works in Islamic sciences and Qur’anic
studies reflects the grandeur of Islamic civilization and the significant status of Qur’anic
and Islamic knowledge among Muslims during the flourishing Islamic Iranian period.
Since these written works constitute part of the scholarly heritage and serve as a means
of cultural and social connection among various Islamic nations, it is essential for scholars
and researchers in religious and Islamic studies to pay attention to these treasures and
strive for their revival and publication.

Method: This study aims to clarify the methodology of manuscript studies and the
importance of editing and critically studying Qur’anic and Hadith manuscripts. It has been
conducted using a descriptive analytical approach based on library sources.

Results: The findings indicate that throughout the historical process of editing and
studying classical Qur’anic and Hadith texts, various efforts have been made by
Orientalists and Western scholars as well as Muslim researchers. The study also discusses
certain essential qualifications required of an editor in the field of manuscript studies and
examines methods of editing and researching Qur’anic and Hadith texts.

Conclusion: Inrecent years, there has been widespread attention to the recovery and correction
of manuscripts in the field of Islamic education and sciences, and Muslim scholars and Western
Quran scholars, with various motivations, have pursued the revival and publication of these
valuable works by utilizing modern methods of scientific and critical correction. Therefore,
before entering the field of correction and research of religious texts, it is necessary for
researchers and correctors of manuscripts to be fully familiar with the principles and techniques
of manuscriptology, methods of text correction, the method of writing introductions for
corrected texts, as well as the criticism and translation of these works.
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Introduction
Ancient manuscripts represent a vital part of the Iranian-Islamic cultural heritage and identity,

and their preservation and revival are essential for transmitting intellectual and spiritual treasures to
future generations. Many valuable manuscripts housed in libraries across Iran and the world are at
risk of damage or oblivion, and their organization and publication require skilled and specialized
scholars. Particularly in the fields of Qur’anic and Hadith studies, ancient manuscripts can provide
new and significant sources for contemporary research; their critical editing and publication expand
our knowledge and illuminate periods of flourishing and decline within these disciplines .
Researchers in this field must be thoroughly familiar with the principles of codicology and the
scientific methods of textual criticism and investigation, dedicating their efforts to the revival of
these cultural works. It is hoped that training competent experts will create the groundwork for the
advancement of Qur’anic and Hadith studies and the development of innovative research in these
domains .This article aims to explain the methodology of manuscript studies and the significance
of editing and publishing Qur’anic and Hadith manuscripts. It is organized around three main
themes: (1) the historical trajectory of editing ancient texts; (2) the importance of manuscript studies
and textual investigation; and (3) the essential qualifications required of editors. Furthermore, it
addresses key questions concerning codicological methods and the procedures of editing and
studying Qur’anic and Hadith manuscripts.

Method

This study aims to clarify the methodology of manuscript studies and the importance of
editing and critically studying Qur’anic and Hadith manuscripts. It has been conducted using a
descriptive analytical approach based on library sources.

Results

The findings indicate that throughout the historical process of editing and studying classical
Qur’anic and Hadith texts, various efforts have been made by Orientalists and Western scholars
as well as Muslim researchers. The study also discusses certain essential qualifications required
of an editor in the field of manuscript studies and examines methods of editing and researching
Qur’anic and Hadith texts.

Conclusion

It is clear and undeniable that manuscript works represent the rich cultural heritage of
Islam and Iran and, in essence, constitute the intellectual record of great Muslim scholars
and thinkers produced through centuries of scientific and cultural endeavor. These
invaluable treasures serve as a conduit for the transmission and dissemination of knowledge
and wisdom from previous generations to future ones. Each generation bears the
responsibility to safeguard this heritage and to contribute to the recognition and revival of
its written legacy, thereby preserving the history, culture, literature, and scientific and
religious achievements of the past .The extensive corpus of ancient manuscripts in various
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fields of Islamic sciences, Qur’anic studies, and Hadith scholarship preserved in libraries
across the Islamic world and the West attests to the historical development of these
disciplines and highlights the pressing need to revive and benefit from this rich heritage.
This necessity underscores the importance of acquiring expertise in codicology and
devoting scholarly attention to “the critical editing and investigation of ancient Qur’anic
and Hadith manuscripts,” as well as educating and training specialists in this domain.

Accordingly, academic institutions should encourage researchers and scholars to engage actively
in the revival and publication of this precious legacy. Through mastering the principles of codicology
and the methodologies of textual criticism and manuscript editing, they should incorporate the critical
study of Qur’anic and Hadith manuscripts into research projects, books, and scholarly articles.
Moreover, it is essential to foster collaboration and synergy between faculty members of Qur’anic
and Islamic studies and experts in manuscript research. Alongside theoretical training, practical and
applied workshops should be organized to train researchers and graduates particularly in Islamic
sciences, Qur’anic studies, and Hadith to edit and revive surviving works of the past, ensuring the
continuity of this intellectual and spiritual heritage.
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