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Objective: The present study aims to delineate the nature of the obligation of "enjoining
the good and forbidding the wrong" (amr bil-maruf wa nahy an al-munkar). Despite
consensus on its fundamental validity, this obligation is marked by an apparent tension
(kifai-takhasusi) and the
"individual-universal” (ayni-umumi). This duality has given rise to ambiguity regarding

between two approaches: the "sufficient-specialized"
the boundaries of individual and collective responsibility, underscoring the need for a
unified model.

Method: To achieve this objective, a qualitative content analysis and comparative
interpretive method were employed, examining exegetical and jurisprudential data
derived from Quranic verses 104 of Al Imran, 71 of Tawbah, and 105 of Maidah.
Results: The findings indicate that the obligation of this duty possesses a multilayered and
dynamic structure. Verse 104 of Al Imran emphasizes the "specialized community" (ummah
mutakhasisah), elucidating the sufficient (kifai) and institutional dimension of the duty at
the level of executive measures. In contrast, Verse 71 of Tawbah centers on "reciprocal
guardianship” (wilayah mutagabilah), establishing the universal and culture-building
dimension at the level of public oversight and individual responsibility. Verse 105 of
Ma'idah, by conditioning both dimensions upon the possibility of effecting change and the
absence of detriment, serves a moderating role and completes the integrated model.
Conclusion: Accordingly, the obligation of enjoining the good and forbidding the wrong
follows a composite, hierarchical, and conditional system that can provide a coherent
framework for the religious and social application of this duty. By integrating individual and
organizational roles, this model facilitates an effective link between religious ethics and
social function. Consequently, the implementation of this duty in contemporary society
acquires meaning not merely as an individual obligation, but as a cohesive mechanism for
cultural development, responsible oversight, and the reform of social structures.
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Introduction
The religious duty of "enjoining the good and forbidding the wrong™ (amr bil-maruf wa nahy

an al-munkar), despite consensus on its fundamental obligation, has consistently been
confronted with a theoretical tension between two approaches: "sufficient obligation”
(specialized and institutional) and "“individual obligation™ (universal and personal). Verse 104
of Al Imran, emphasizing a "specific community"” (ummah), serves as the basis for the sufficient
approach, while Verse 71 of Tawbah, introducing this duty as a general characteristic of all
believers, grounds the individual approach. This duality has given rise to ambiguity concerning
the boundaries of individual and collective responsibility, as well as the relationship between
citizens and authority. Given the significant practical implications of this issue (such as the
withdrawal of divine blessings and the weakening of the social order should the duty be
abandoned), the necessity of presenting a comprehensive analytical model capable of
explaining these two approaches within a coherent framework becomes evident. This article,
employing a qualitative content analysis and comparative-interpretive method, will examine
the relationship between these two approaches (considering the moderating role of Verse 105
of Ma'idah) and will propose a composite, multilayered model.

Method

To achieve this objective, a qualitative content analysis and comparative interpretive method
were employed, examining exegetical and jurisprudential data derived from Quranic verses 104
of Al Imran, 71 of Tawbah, and 105 of Maidah.

Results

The findings indicate that the obligation of this duty possesses a multilayered and dynamic
structure. Verse 104 of Al Imran emphasizes the "specialized community” (ummah
mutakhasisah), elucidating the sufficient (kifai) and institutional dimension of the duty at the
level of executive measures. In contrast, Verse 71 of Tawbah centers on "reciprocal
guardianship” (wilayah mutagabilah), establishing the universal and culture-building
dimension at the level of public oversight and individual responsibility. Verse 105 of Ma'idah,
by conditioning both dimensions upon the possibility of effecting change and the absence of
detriment, serves a moderating role and completes the integrated model.

Conclusion

This study, by comparatively analyzing the two Qur'anic approaches of the "specialized
community” (ummah mutakhasisah) (Verse 104 of Al Imran) and "reciprocal guardianship™
(wilayah mutagabilah) (Verse 71 of Tawbah), has demonstrated that the apparent conflict
between sufficient and individual obligation can be resolved through a composite, multilayered
model. Within this model, Verse 105 of Ma'idah functions as a moderating principle. The
framework derived from the synthesis of these three verses comprises two layers and one
governing principle. The first layer is a minimal individual obligation based on reciprocal
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guardianship, which defines the universal responsibility of all believers at the level of inward
disapproval and verbal admonition. The second layer is an institutional sufficient obligation
based on the specialized community, which specifies the specialized duty of elites, scholars,
and the ruling authority at the level of practical and executive measures. The governing
principle is conditionality and realism, according to which obligation at every level is
contingent upon the probability of effectiveness, the absence of harm or a greater detriment,
and the rational assessment of interests and corruptions. This model, while resolving the
traditional dichotomy, facilitates a precise differentiation of roles: every believing citizen, as a
"social observer," is responsible for oversight and admonition, while elites and the ruling
authority are responsible for "institutional action™ against structural deviations. Consequently,
the effective revival of this duty in the present era requires coordinated interaction between
these two layers and adherence to the principle of realism and wisdom.
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