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Objective: This study aims to analyze the role of urban visual security in shaping the socio
cultural identity of Isfahan's citizens and to propose a practical model for realizing modern
Islamic civilization in contemporary urban planning, thereby addressing the challenge of
declining visual security and identity erosion in today's cities. This research also seeks to
offer operational strategies for confronting contemporary challenges in urban architecture,
with the potential for adoption and localization in other Iranian metropolises.

Method: This study employs a descriptive analytical approach using documentary library
methods. Data were collected through library research, field observations, and qualitative
analysis of architectural elements along Isfahan's historical axes (including Nagsh e Jahan
Square, Chaharbagh Abbasi, Jolfa, and Bidabad). This combined approach, integrating
quantitative and qualitative data, enables comprehensive and reliable results for
explaining the direct relationship between architectural form and social behavior.
Results: Indicate that along the studied axes, enhanced visual security led to an
approximately 40% increase in sense of place, a 35% increase in citizen participation in
cultural events, and a 25% decrease in crime rates in areas with high visual security. These
figures demonstrate a significant correlation between environmental visual qualities and
improved urban livability indicators, directly and positively impacting citizens' quality of
life and psychological well being.

Conclusion: Visual security elements (such as mashrabiyas, central courtyards, smart
lighting, and hierarchical spatial design) play a key and fundamental role in strengthening
Islamic-Iranian identity and creating safe, identity rich urban environments aligned with
the ideals of modern Islamic civilization. Ultimately, the reinterpretation and intelligent
application of these traditional patterns in modern design constitute an unavoidable
necessity for achieving sustainable and pioneering urban planning commensurate with
Islamic civilization.
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Introduction
The modern Islamic civilization requires a redefinition of social life based on Islamic

teachings, and Islamic urban planning and architecture play a key role in realizing it. Today,
Islamic cities face challenges such as preserving socio-cultural identity and visual security.
Visual security has a direct impact on citizens' sense of security and cultural identity, and its
decline leads to the erosion of local identity and the weakening of culture. This issue is more
complex in Islamic cities due to the necessity of preserving Islamic identity, and the lack of
operational models makes specialized studies essential. Isfahan, as a symbol of Islamic-Iranian
civilization, with its historical axes such as Nagsh e Jahan Square and Chaharbagh, is an
example of the integration of visual security with Islamic identity; however, urbanization and
social changes have threatened this balance. This study, aiming to examine the role of visual
security in the formation of socio-cultural identity and the realization of modern Islamic
civilization, addresses the following questions: How does urban visual security affect the
cultural and social identity of Isfahan's citizens? And what is its relationship with socio-cultural
identity indicators in Isfahan's historical axes? The main hypothesis is that enhancing visual
security in Isfahan's urban spaces has a significant relationship with increased social capital and
citizen participation, and there is a positive correlation between visual security and the
strengthening of socio-cultural identity (sense of place, social cohesion, and collective identity).
This study is conducted with an analytical descriptive approach and a case study of Isfahan's
historical neighborhoods, and its results can help urban planners and designers create spaces
that, while preserving historical identity, contribute to the realization of the ideals of modern
Islamic civilization.

Method

This study employs a descriptive analytical approach using documentary library methods.
Data were collected through library research, field observations, and qualitative analysis of
architectural elements along Isfahan's historical axes (including Nagsh e Jahan Square,
Chaharbagh Abbasi, Jolfa, and Bidabad). This combined approach, integrating quantitative and
qualitative data, enables comprehensive and reliable results for explaining the direct
relationship between architectural form and social behavior.

Results

Indicate that along the studied axes, enhanced visual security led to an approximately 40%
increase in sense of place, a 35% increase in citizen participation in cultural events, and a 25%
decrease in crime rates in areas with high visual security. These figures demonstrate a significant
correlation between environmental visual qualities and improved urban livability indicators,
directly and positively impacting citizens' quality of life and psychological well being.
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Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, the most significant data indicate that visual security in
the city of Isfahan has been realized through three principal dimensions: first the harmonious
integration of natural and artificial elements in Chaharbagh, which has resulted in the creation
of a space capable of inducing psychological tranquility second the successful model of cultural
coexistence in Jolfa, which has secured social and visual security through diversity within unity;
and third, the dual function of Si o se Pol, which, while serving an infrastructural role, has also
operated as a space for social interaction.

The findings of this research are consistent with the results of studies by Newman (1972)
regarding defensible space and the research of Jacobs (1961) on natural surveillance in urban
spaces; however, they reveal a unique cultural religious dimension that has received less
attention in Western scholarship. Furthermore, these results align with the findings of domestic
research, such as the studies by Habibi (2006) and Bahraini (2010) concerning the role of
Islamic architecture in fostering psychological security, while nevertheless introducing a novel
civilizational dimension.

The most significant contribution of this research is the identification of a model of
civilizational visual security which, in contrast to purely technical or security oriented
approaches, is grounded in Islamic Iranian values and possesses the capacity for generalization
to other urban contexts within the Islamic world. This model demonstrates that visual security
is not merely a physical component but rather a pivotal factor in reinforcing collective identity
and realizing civilizational ideals, one that can provide a theoretical framework for the design
of future cities in the Islamic world.
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