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Objective: This study examines the nature of Sheikh Ubaydollah Shamszini’s uprising in
1297 AH / 1880 CE during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, seeking to clarify the
position of this movement within the broader socio-political transformations of the
Kurdish regions in western Iran. The central question of the article is whether this uprising
can be interpreted as a nationalist movement within the early formation of Kurdish
nationalism, or whether it should instead be viewed as a protest-driven reaction rooted in
traditional structures of power within tribal and Sufi-order-based society.

Method: The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon
historical documents, administrative reports, and primary sources to analyze the
underlying conditions that shaped the uprising and the objectives pursued by its
leadership.

Results: The findings indicate that although some historians have regarded this uprising
as one of the earliest manifestations of Kurdish nationalism, historical evidence reveals a
lack of nationalist cohesion. The movement was primarily protest-oriented, tribal in
character, and grounded in pre-national patterns of social organization. Furthermore,
Sheikh Ubaydollah was able to mobilize tribes and rural communities by capitalizing on
widespread discontent resulting from economic crisis, famine, oppressive taxation, and
border tensions with the Ottoman Empire.

Conclusion: The study concludes that Sheikh Ubaydollah’s primary aim was not the
establishment of an independent Kurdish state, but rather the removal of oppressive local
authorities and the creation of a political unit under Ottoman protection. Ultimately, the
uprising was suppressed by the Qajar state due to the betrayal of certain tribal leaders, foreign
intervention, and the lack of broad social support. From a historical perspective, the movement
represents a transitional phase from traditional power structures toward emerging political
models in the late nineteenth century an endeavor exhibiting some identity-based elements, yet
not fully reaching the level of a modern national movement.
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Introduction
The Nahri Sayyids, or the Shamsinan Sheikhs, who trace their lineage to the Abbasids, migrated

from Hakkari to the NahrT region near the Iranian border in the late twelfth century AH. Initially,
this family exercised religious influence among the tribes, but gradually, with the expansion of their
spiritual authority, they also came to dominate the political sphere of the region. Following the
transfer of local rule in Shamsinan in the mid-thirteenth century AH, the Nahri Sayyids particularly
Shaykh Taha and subsequently his son, Shaykh ‘Ubaydallah emerged as prominent religious and
social leaders among the Kurds of Iran and the Ottoman Empire, enjoying widespread respect and
influence among the tribal communities.During the reign of Mohammad Shah Qajar, Shaykh Taha
established amicable relations with the Iranian government, and in an effort to secure his support,
the Shah granted him tiyuls in Margavar as well as annual gifts. Beyond the Shah’s Sufi inclinations,
this attention stemmed from Iran’s need to rely on the influence of border tribes in countering
Ottoman threats. The Qajar state sought to prevent the Ottomans from exploiting the Shaykh’s
cross-border authority against Iranian interests, for as a powerful religious political leader, Shaykh
Taha possessed the ability to mobilize Kurdish tribes in support of, or opposition to, either of the
two governments.

After Shaykh Tahas death, both his material and spiritual authority passed to Shaykh
Ubaydallah, who, like his father, commanded deep respect and considerable influence among the
tribes. Historical sources describe him as an ascetic figure endowed with significant religious
authority, widely obeyed by the frontier tribes.

Method

The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon historical documents,
administrative reports, and primary sources to analyze the underlying conditions that shaped the
uprising and the objectives pursued by its leadership.

Results

The findings indicate that although some historians have regarded this uprising as one of the
earliest manifestations of Kurdish nationalism, historical evidence reveals a lack of nationalist
cohesion. The movement was primarily protest-oriented, tribal in character, and grounded in
pre-national patterns of social organization. Furthermore, Sheikh Ubaydollah was able to
mobilize tribes and rural communities by capitalizing on widespread discontent resulting from
economic crisis, famine, oppressive taxation, and border tensions with the Ottoman Empire.

Conclusion

The uprising led by Shaykh Ubaydallah of Shamsinan was a product of the political and social
circumstances of his era. By drawing on certain religious teachings, the Shaykh managed to rally
a large segment of the local population around himself and, through political promises coupled
with assurances of improved living conditions, mobilized their sentiments against the central
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government and its representatives in the region. The underlying social conditions, as well as the
challenges stemming from existing social relations, significantly influenced the local population’s
inclination toward this movement.

In essence, Shaykh Ubaydallah, acting in alignment with the beliefs and social demands of the
lower strata, guided their social mobilization and transformed their latent potential into a
threatening though ultimately unsuccessful anti-government uprising. Although this revolt
evolved into a broad and perilous social movement that extended beyond its initial center and
affected neighboring areas, it was eventually suppressed.

In summary, regarding the nature of Shaykh Ubaydallah’s movement, it can be stated that his
primary objective was to protest the prevailing conditions in the Kurdish-inhabited regions of Iran
and the Ottoman Empire. He never sought to establish an independent Kurdistan or create a
separate state for the Kurds. Religion, moreover, played only a limited role in motivating his
actions. Nevertheless, given the trajectory of the uprising and the conduct of the Shaykh’s forces,
religious elements ultimately became more prominent than the movement’s original goal, which
was the elimination of oppression and injustice.
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