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Introduction
The rapid development of artificial intelligence in recent years has posed significant challenges

to legal systems. Al systems, with their capacity for data analysis, decision-making, and
interaction with their environment, can sometimes produce outcomes that are not even predictable
for their designers. This development raises important questions regarding their legal status and
the attribution of liability when damage occurs .

In this context, some scholars have proposed granting legal personality to advanced Al systems
as a means of organizing and clarifying responsibility. In the European Union, this idea has been
discussed at both theoretical and policy levels; however, the prevailing approach continues to
emphasize the responsibility of human actors .

In Iranian law, although no specific legislation has yet addressed the legal personality of Al
systems, the issue can be examined through existing legal institutions and the principles of Islamic
jurisprudence. Adopting a comparative approach between Iranian law and European Union law,
this study seeks to analyze the possibility and effectiveness of granting legal personality to
artificial intelligence and to assess its potential implications.

Method

This study adopts a foundational and comparative approach. Within this framework, the concept
and criteria of legal personality in Iranian law and European Union law are first examined.
Subsequently, through the analysis of legal and jurisprudential sources particularly the principles of
Imami jurisprudence the study evaluates the compatibility of the idea of granting legal personality
to Al with concepts such as will, consciousness, and the attribution of acts. The potential
implications of such an approach in different legal domains are also analyzed.

Results

The findings indicate that neither the legal system of Iran nor that of the European Union
currently recognizes artificial intelligence as a legal person, although the idea has
increasingly emerged in academic literature and policy discussions. The analysis further
shows that granting full legal personality to Al faces significant theoretical and practical
challenges, particularly with regard to the attribution of will and responsibility.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the expansion of artificial intelligence has created significant
challenges for traditional legal concepts such as personhood, liability, and legal responsibility. A
comparative analysis of Iranian law and European Union law shows that neither legal system
currently recognizes artificial intelligence as an independent legal person. In the European
context, the dominant approach emphasizes risk management and the responsibility of human
actors, whereas in Iranian law the acceptance of an independent legal personality for Al faces
theoretical limitations due to jurisprudential foundations related to will, reason, and legal
accountability. The findings indicate that granting full legal personality to artificial intelligence is
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neither theoretically nor jurisprudentially justified, nor practically necessary. However,
completely disregarding the autonomous role of certain advanced systems may lead to a “liability
gap.” Accordingly, the article proposes an intermediate model referred to as a “limited and
graduated virtual legal personality.” Under this model, certain advanced Al systems could possess
limited assets and mechanisms for compensation, while primary responsibility would remain
distributed among producers, operators, and regulatory authorities. Through amendments to civil,
commercial, and tort law, along with the establishment of regulatory and insurance mechanisms,
this model could provide a practical framework for the legal governance of artificial intelligence
in Iran.
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