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Obijective: Child abuse is one of the major social problems in all societies, including Iran,
and addressing it requires serious attention from legislators and the development of
effective criminal policies. In Iran, due to the inefficiency of previous laws, the “Law on
the Protection of Children and Adolescents” was enacted in 2020 (1399 SH). This law
aims to protect the rights of children and adolescents, prevent child abuse, and reduce the
social harms arising from it. The present study seeks to examine Iran’s criminal policy in
confronting child abuse and addresses the main question of whether the punishments
stipulated in Iranian laws are effective in deterring child abuse.

Method: his study was conducted using a descriptive analytical approach based on library
resources and legal documents.

Results: The findings indicate that the Islamic Republic of Iran has adopted a relatively
appropriate criminal policy to combat child abuse. Compared with previous laws, the Law
on the Protection of Children and Adolescents (2020) has attempted to enhance the
deterrent effect of punishments by increasing their severity and diversity, as well as by
introducing complementary and consequential penalties.

Conclusion: In recent years, particularly with the enactment of the Law on the Protection
of Children and Adolescents (2020), significant progress has been made in strengthening
legal protection for children, and nearly all forms of child abuse have been criminalized
under Iranian law. However, in practice and at the stage of implementation, these laws
have not yet achieved the desired level of deterrence and have not been fully effective in
preventing the recurrence of such behaviors.
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Introduction
Child abuse, as a social and legal problem, has always been one of the serious challenges in

different societies. In Iran, too, due to the increase in public awareness and attention to
children's rights, the need to examine the legislative criminal policy and its impact on the
prevention of child abuse is felt. Accordingly, in 2010, a law entitled "The Law on the
Protection of Children and Adolescents™ was passed. As an important step in protecting the
rights of children and adolescents, the recent law has attempted to create a legal framework for
preventing and combating child abuse. This law not only provides a more precise definition of
child abuse and its types, but also specifies the penalties associated with this crime.
The purpose of this study is to examine Iran's criminal policy in relation to child abuse.In other
words, in this study, we seek to answer the question of whether the penalties set forth in Iranian
laws regarding child abuse have the necessary deterrent effect or not? ldentifying the strengths
and weaknesses of Iran's criminal system in combating child abuse will help improve and
amend laws and regulations in this regard and prevent child abuse. Given the country's social
and cultural conditions, we need a comprehensive and multifaceted approach to combating
child abuse that not only focuses on criminal penalties, but also includes education, prevention,
and protection of children. On the other hand, comparing Iran's laws and regulations with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child can also help us identify the points of difference and
commonality between the country's legal system and other countries.The Convention on the
Rights of the Child, as an international document, has set standards for protecting children’s
rights that must be included in countries legislative criminal policies. Therefore, examining the
legal dimensions of child abuse and its compliance with this convention can help improve the
legal status of children in Iran.

Method
This study was conducted using a descriptive analytical approach based on library resources
and legal documents.

Results

The findings indicate that the Islamic Republic of Iran has adopted a relatively appropriate
criminal policy to combat child abuse. Compared with previous laws, the Law on the Protection
of Children and Adolescents (2020) has attempted to enhance the deterrent effect of
punishments by increasing their severity and diversity, as well as by introducing
complementary and consequential penalties.

Conclusion

In recent years, there have been advances in the country’s laws to protect children, especially
with the passage of the Child and Adolescent Protection Law (2012), and it can be said that
legally, almost all types of child abuse are considered crimes in Iran. However, in reality and
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in practice, these laws are still not as deterrent as they should be and have not been able to
prevent the repetition of these types of behaviors.

The main reason for this is that some of the punishments are lenient compared to the harm
inflicted on children. In addition, the supervision of protective institutions is weak, families
often remain silent for fear of reputation, public awareness of children’s rights is low, and there
IS no serious training and correctional program for parents who behave violently.
Therefore, it can be said that the existing laws alone are not enough.If this phenomenon is to
truly decrease, it must be taken seriously, in addition to the law, cultural development, parental
education, social support for children, and a firm stance against child abusers. Only then can
we hope to ensure the safety and peace of children in society. Child abuse, as a social and moral
crime, requires special attention in the Iranian legal system. The Law on the Protection of
Children and Adolescents, passed in 2010, specifically defines and identifies types of child
abuse. This law has provided a legal framework to combat this problem in order to protect the
rights of children and adolescents. In this regard, the existing criminal laws in Iran include
various penalties for perpetrators of child abuse that can be used as tools to prevent the
occurrence of this crime.The penalties set out in the Child and Adolescent Protection Act
include imprisonment, fines and blood money. Each of these penalties can have some impact
on the behaviour of perpetrators. Imprisonment as a primary punishment can act as a deterrent,
but it should be noted that imprisonment alone is not sufficient and needs to be accompanied
by other supportive and educational measures. Fines can also act as a financial factor for
perpetrators, but may have a lesser impact than imprisonment.

The analysis of the types of punishments shows that each of them has its strengths and
weaknesses. Imprisonment, as a more severe punishment, may have a greater deterrent effect,
but at the same time it can also have negative social and family consequences.A fine may be
easily paid by the perpetrators and cannot act as an effective factor in preventing recidivism.
Blood money is also more of a compensatory aspect and cannot prevent child abuse on its own.
The 2010 Child and Adolescent Protection Law has shortcomings and challenges, including the
restriction of the concept of emotional abuse and the lack of guarantees for its implementation,
the imposition of minimum penalties for parents of child abusers, and the imposition of
minimum penalties for the crime of extreme sexual abuse.
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