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Obijective: This study aims to provide an interpretive reading of natural rights in the age
of the metaverse, drawing on the theory of Leo Strauss. It seeks to explain how the
principles of natural rights can be redefined and preserved in the face of challenges such
as relativism, the dominance of private corporations, and the technological complexities
of virtual environments. The research further endeavors to elucidate the connection
between the classical foundations of natural rights and the emerging transformations of
the digital sphere.

Method: The research adopts a philosophical-legal analytical approach. It involves a re-
examination of Leo Strauss’s ideas, a critical review of literature related to digital
governance, and a case-based analysis of legal challenges present within the metaverse.
An interpretive methodology is employed to explore the relationship between natural
rights theory and the advancements of modern digital technologies.

Results: The findings indicate that the metaverse, by creating a decentralized
environment, poses significant challenges to classical concepts of natural rights such as
privacy, justice, and human dignity. Furthermore, the dominance of private corporations
over digital infrastructures and the fluid nature of digital identities make it increasingly
difficult to offer a stable definition of human essence in this realm. The blurring of
boundaries between the public and private spheres is also intensified within this
environment.

Conclusion: The results suggest that safeguarding natural rights in the digital age requires
the development of transnational frameworks grounded in stable ethical principles, the
enhancement of algorithmic transparency, and the expansion of digital literacy education.
Additionally, recognizing digital identities as an extension of physical identity and
designing ethically oriented technologies emerge as key strategies in this context. Such
measures can contribute to the formation of more responsible governance within the
metaverse.
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Introduction
The concept of the “virtual” has become a fundamental component in understanding the

transformations of the twenty-first century, significantly challenging legal systems and
prompting a reconsideration of traditional legal principles. The emergence of the metaverse as
a decentralized and transnational space has generated new ethical, legal, and social challenges
and has placed classical concepts of natural rights such as freedom, human dignity, and justice
under renewed scrutiny and reinterpretation. Drawing on Leo Strauss’s theory of natural rights,
which emphasizes the existence of natural facts and stable moral values, this study seeks to
demonstrate how these principles can be preserved and adapted within an environment
characterized by fluid identities, artificial realities, and the dominance of private
corporations.By creating a digital lifeworld based on avatars and algorithmic interactions, the
metaverse weakens the traditional boundaries between physical and virtual reality and turns the
balance between individual freedoms and technological advancement into a fundamental issue.
In this context, a reexamination of Strauss’s thought may provide a theoretical foundation for
defending the legitimacy of natural rights in the digital age. Accordingly, this study aims to
analyze the legal and ethical challenges posed by the metaverse and to propose approaches for
adapting and safeguarding natural rights, ensuring that technological innovation continues
alongside the preservation of human dignity and freedom in both physical and digital domains.

Method

The research adopts a philosophical-legal analytical approach. It involves a re-examination
of Leo Strauss’s ideas, a critical review of literature related to digital governance, and a case-
based analysis of legal challenges present within the metaverse. An interpretive methodology
is employed to explore the relationship between natural rights theory and the advancements of
modern digital technologies.

Results

The findings indicate that the metaverse, by creating a decentralized environment, poses
significant challenges to classical concepts of natural rights such as privacy, justice, and human
dignity. Furthermore, the dominance of private corporations over digital infrastructures and the
fluid nature of digital identities make it increasingly difficult to offer a stable definition of
human essence in this realm. The blurring of boundaries between the public and private spheres
is also intensified within this environment.

Conclusion

The metaverse, as a digital and transnational domain, challenges the classical foundations of
natural rights and underscores the necessity of redefining fundamental principles such as
justice, privacy, identity, and ownership. While Leo Strauss emphasizes the stability and
universality of natural rights as rooted in human nature, the metaverse characterized by fluid
identities, corporate dominance, and algorithmic governance fundamentally questions this
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stability. Moreover, cultural divergences in the interpretation of justice within this global space
intensify legal and ethical conflicts and highlight the urgent need for a transnational consensus
on foundational norms.

The study reveals that the tension between technological innovation and inherent human rights
constitutes a core dilemma of the metaverse era. The control exerted by private corporations over
digital infrastructures increases the risk of privacy violations and data exploitation, whereas
decentralized technologies render traditional legal frameworks increasingly obsolete.
Accordingly, integrating classical philosophy with emerging technologies, establishing global
legal frameworks, designing ethically oriented technologies, recognizing digital identity as an
extension of human identity, and enhancing digital literacy are essential strategies for
safeguarding dignity, freedom, and justice in this new environment. Ultimately, the metaverse
serves as a critical test for the endurance of natural rights in the technological age, where
maintaining equilibrium between innovation and human values is crucial for building an ethical
and just digital order.
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