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Objective: This study conducts a comparative examination of the foundations, principles,
and educational methods in two frameworks Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and modern
psychology in order to clarify the relationship between revelatory teachings and empirical
findings in education and to identify their points of convergence and divergence. It also
explores the potential synergy between these approaches in developing an effective model
for contemporary human education.

Method: The study employs a descriptive analytical method with a comparative
approach. Data were collected through documentary and library research based on juristic
sources and educational psychology texts and analyzed using an ijtihadi comparative
framework. Key concepts, foundations, and educational methods in both fields were
extracted and systematically compared to identify their similarities and differences.
Results: The findings show that educational figh is grounded in monotheistic and
fitra-oriented principles and views the ultimate aim of education as nearness to God,
whereas educational psychology is mainly centered on empiricism and humanism. While
figh emphasizes duty-orientation and psychology focuses on the laws of learning, overlaps
appear in methods such as role modeling and habit formation. This indicates that despite
epistemological differences, some educational strategies in both approaches can converge.
Conclusion: The results indicate that these two educational systems are not fundamentally in
conflict and can function as complementary: psychology offers tools for understanding and
facilitating learning, while educational figh provides value-oriented direction and purpose. The
study proposes a hybrid model that integrates scientific methods with revelatory aims in
Islamic education, contributing to the development of a more comprehensive educational
framework in Islamic societies.
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Introduction
Education has consistently been regarded as one of the most fundamental pillars of

individual development and societal flourishing throughout the history of human
civilization. In the contemporary world, two powerful intellectual systems dominate the
field of education: on the one hand, religious and juristic traditions rooted in divine
revelation and sacred teachings; and on the other hand, modern human sciences most
notably educational psychology grounded in empirical and positivist methodologies.
Educational jurisprudence (figh-e tarbiyati) not only seeks to delineate the duties of the
morally responsible agent in the realm of teaching, but also aspires to construct a
comprehensive framework in which every educational action is inherently tied to eternal
salvation and nearness to God. Through precise derivation from revelatory sources, this
discipline aims to articulate the legal-ethical structure governing the relationship between
educator and learner, thereby providing a divinely oriented framework for action in the
sphere of education (Ahmadzadeh, 2024).In contrast, educational psychology emerging
from the scientific advancements of recent centuries employs rigorous tools of
measurement, experimentation, and observation to examine mental processes, individual
differences, and mechanisms of learning. By focusing on observable and assessable aspects
of human behavior, it has succeeded in establishing effective standards for modern
education. However, the prevailing paradigm in modern psychology is largely based on
humanism and the primacy of experience, which at times comes into tension with the
teleological and duty-based perspective of Islamic jurisprudence. This tension becomes
even more pronounced when contemporary Islamic scholars seek answers to emerging
questions within modern educational systems, intensifying the need for a bridge between
immutable divine injunctions and the dynamic empirical findings of psychology (Bruner,
2016).The central issue, therefore, is whether educational jurisprudence merely articulates
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“dos and don’ts,” or whether it contains an underlying epistemic structure capable of
directing psychological findings toward human perfection. Conversely, to what extent can
educational psychology function as a tool for identifying educational subjects and
determining relevant instances in service of jurisprudential reasoning? The necessity of this
study lies in its interdisciplinary and comparative approach, which seeks to redefine the
boundaries between these two bodies of knowledge and demonstrate how apparent
contradictions may be reconciled to achieve structural synergy. In essence, human
education is incomplete without a deep understanding of psychological complexities, and
psychology without the teleological and ethical orientation of jurisprudence remains merely
instrumental (Mirahmadi, 2021).

Accordingly, this article employs a descriptive-analytical method to first examine the
ontological and anthropological foundations of both domains, and then compare their
principles and methods in order to propose pathways for developing a comprehensive
educational model. Achieving coherence between these two fields not only enriches juristic
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discourse but also infuses psychology with greater spiritual depth and purposeful
orientation. In what follows, we will explore the foundational underpinnings of both
disciplines to reveal the roots of their differences and commonalities in understanding
human nature and the process of human growth.

Method

The study employs a descriptive analytical method with a comparative approach. Data
were collected through documentary and library research based on juristic sources and
educational psychology texts and analyzed using an ijtihadi comparative framework. Key
concepts, foundations, and educational methods in both fields were extracted and
systematically compared to identify their similarities and differences.

Results

The findings show that educational figh is grounded in monotheistic and fitra-oriented
principles and views the ultimate aim of education as nearness to God, whereas educational
psychology is mainly centered on empiricism and humanism. While figh emphasizes
duty-orientation and psychology focuses on the laws of learning, overlaps appear in
methods such as role modeling and habit formation. This indicates that despite
epistemological differences, some educational strategies in both approaches can converge.

Conclusion

This study, conducted with the aim of a comparative analysis between educational
jurisprudence and educational psychology, arrived at the central finding that the perceived
conflict between these two fields is not inherently substantive but rather stems from
differences in their levels of analysis. While jurisprudence seeks “eternal felicity” and
psychology prioritizes “mental health and functional efficiency,” these aims are not
mutually exclusive; since ultimate salvation is achieved through worldly life, the two goals
can be understood as complementary and sequential. The findings further illustrate that
educational jurisprudence possesses unique capacities in the domains of educational rights
and professional ethics, enabling it to address moral gaps often present in secular
psychological models.The comparative analysis also demonstrates that despite their
epistemological divergence revelation versus empirical observation educational
jurisprudence and educational psychology can serve as practical complements. Educational
jurisprudence, by offering a teleological framework and articulating the ultimate purpose of
human perfection, fills the existential and ethical void often observed in secular psychology.
Conversely, educational psychology provides objective, empirically grounded methods that
significantly facilitate the implementation of educational injunctions within society and
educational institutions. The model proposed in this study is an “instrumental teleological
interaction,” meaning that psychology functions as a tool for uncovering learning
mechanisms in service of the higher aims defined by jurisprudence. Only through such an
integrated approach can a genuinely indigenous Islamic educational model be developed
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one that responds both to innate human needs and to the biological and social realities of
contemporary life.

Moreover, the study highlights that educational psychology, through its precise tools for
assessment and understanding developmental stages, can effectively serve as a
“subject-identifier” for juristic reasoning. Many juristic rulings that depend on the learner’s
capability, readiness, or developmental thresholds can be meaningfully operationalized in
educational systems only when informed by psychological findings. The article concludes
that progress toward a “renewed Islamic pedagogy” requires sustained dialogue and
collaboration between experts in educational jurisprudence and committed psychologists,
so that a unified, indigenous, scientifically grounded, and revelation-centered model may
be crafted for future generations.
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