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Objective: This study examines the transformations in the ethnic and demographic
composition of Qom from the establishment to the fall of the Safavid dynasty, and
analyzes the role of these changes in shaping the city’s scientific, religious, and social
status. It further demonstrates how demographic shifts influenced Qom’s cultural and
intellectual structures and contributed to a deeper understanding of the city’s position in
the history of Iran and the Shia world.

Method: This research employs a historical analytical method grounded in reliable
primary and secondary sources to investigate demographic and ethnic changes in Qom
during the Safavid period. Using historical data and previous scholarly studies, the
transformations are analyzed and interpreted through descriptive and analytical
approaches.

Results: The results indicate that Qom flourished during the Safavid era due to royal
patronage, experiencing demographic and cultural expansion and emerging as a major Shia
scholarly center. Migration of various tribes led to greater ethnic diversity, while the
development of religious and educational institutions and the presence of scholars
contributed to population growth and strengthened the city’s intellectual prominence.
Conclusion: Overall, the demographic and ethnic shifts in Qom during the Safavid era
reinforced its scientific and religious significance, fostered a more diverse social structure, and
established the city as one of the principal centers of Shia development and scholarly activity
in Iran.
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Introduction
The city of Qom, as one of the most pivotal religious and cultural centers in Islamic Iran,

has consistently played a prominent role in shaping the culture and identity of Shi‘ism
throughout Iranian history particularly after the advent of Islam and during the Safavid era.
Owing to its distinct geographical position, Qom has witnessed extensive transformations
over the centuries in its cultural, social, and political dimensions. During the Safavid
period, with the establishment of a centralized state and the formal recognition of Shi‘ism
as the official religion, Qom emerged as one of the most significant intellectual, religious,
and theological hubs in Iran. The special attention paid by the Safavid monarchs to this city
led to fundamental changes in its ethnic and demographic composition. These changes not
only reflected the religious and political policies of the Safavid rulers but also resulted in
the settlement and assimilation of various ethnic groups from across the Islamic world and
beyond. This phenomenon, closely tied to the Safavid policies of migration and
resettlement, created new social, cultural, and even economic challenges and opportunities
for Qom. The main focus of this study is to examine the dynamics of ethnic and
demographic transformation in the city of Qom from the rise of the Safavid dynasty to its
decline. These transformations stemmed from factors such as the Safavid state’s cultural
and religious policies aimed at reinforcing Shi ism, the migration of various Muslim
communities to Qom, and the broader socio-economic conditions of the time.

Accordingly, this research seeks to identify and analyze the evolution of Qom’s ethnic
composition, classify its social strata, and investigate the course, causes, and consequences
of these transformations throughout the Safavid era. Specifically, it asks: *What were the
major ethnic and demographic changes that occurred in Qom between the establishment and
the fall of the Safavid dynasty, and which factors influenced them?

The central hypothesis of the study posits that the Safavid government’s promotion of
Shi‘ism and its special patronage of Qom were instrumental in initiating major demographic
and ethnic shifts in the city. This royal attention encouraged extensive migration
particularly among Shi‘ite and Alawite communities thus significantly altering Qom’s
ethnic composition. The economic prosperity and urban development resulting from
Safavid policies further stimulated population growth and migration, raising Qom’s
population during this period to approximately ninety thousand (Chardin, 1966: 2/521).
These developments profoundly affected not only the city’s demographic structure but also
its social and cultural configuration. The significance of this research lies in demonstrating
how the ethnic and demographic transformations of Qom during the Safavid era can serve
as a paradigm for understanding the broader effects of governmental policies on the social
and cultural structures of urban communities within Iran and the Islamic world. A precise
grasp of these processes not only illuminates the socio-cultural fabric of Qom but also
contributes to a more nuanced analysis of the historical evolution of religious and cultural
cities across the region. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on
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historical sources and scholarly references. Following this introduction, the subsequent
sections will examine Qom’s social stratification, ethnic composition, and demographic
dynamics during the Safavid period, presenting summarized and categorized data in tables
at the end of each section for clearer comprehension.

Method

This research employs a historical analytical method grounded in reliable primary and
secondary sources to investigate demographic and ethnic changes in Qom during the
Safavid period. Using historical data and previous scholarly studies, the transformations are
analyzed and interpreted through descriptive and analytical approaches.

Results

The results indicate that Qom flourished during the Safavid era due to royal patronage,
experiencing demographic and cultural expansion and emerging as a major Shia scholarly
center. Migration of various tribes led to greater ethnic diversity, while the development of
religious and educational institutions and the presence of scholars contributed to population
growth and strengthened the city’s intellectual prominence.

Conclusion

The present study sought to provide a scholarly and well-substantiated response to the
question of what major transformations occurred in the ethnic and demographic structure
of the city of Qom from the establishment of the Safavid dynasty to its decline, and which
factors contributed to the formation of these changes. The research focused on examining
Qom’s demographic composition in all its religious, ethnic, and cultural distinctions. Based
on the data obtained, it has been possible to present a comprehensive portrayal of Qom’s
ethnic and demographic structure, reflecting the historical evolution of its population and
diverse communities.In addition to outlining the social and cultural strata of Qom, this study
has demonstrated the nature and scope of ethnic and demographic transformations in the
city throughout the Safavid period. It has also examined the expansion and consolidation of
Shi‘ism during the Safavid era, the resulting changes in Qom’s population structure, and
the cultural interactions between the city’s indigenous inhabitants and incoming Arab
migrants.

The principal findings of this research can be summarized as follows:

1. Numerous historical sources indicate that, due to its distinctive geographical location
and its longstanding role as a scientific, cultural, and religious center, Qom has consistently
served as a gathering place for diverse groups and communities. Consequently, the city has
historically exhibited a unique and multifaceted ethnic and socio-demographic composition
and has long been regarded as one of the populous cities of the region.

2. With the migration of the Ash‘arite Arabs to Qom, Shi‘ism was introduced into the
city, establishing Qom as the earliest center and stronghold of Shi‘ism in Iran. From Qom,
Shi‘ite influence extended to neighboring cities such as Kashan, Rayy, Tafresh, and
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eventually to northern Iran. In the third century AH, the arrival of Lady Fatima al-Ma‘suma
in 201 AH, followed by her death and burial in Qom, significantly enhanced the city’s
religious stature and prominence.

3. During the Safavid period, the Shi‘ite convictions of the Safavid monarchs and their
claim of descent from Imam Musa al-Kazim (peace be upon him) led them to attach special
importance to Shi‘ite cities, particularly Qom. At the beginning of the Safavid era, Qom
was a relatively small and sparsely populated city; however, by the late eleventh century
AH, its population had grown substantially, with estimates reaching approximately ninety
thousand inhabitants. Owing to sustained royal patronage, Qom experienced remarkable
development in various spheres and emerged as a major center of Shi ite scholarship and
jurisprudence. The city witnessed notable prosperity and dynamism during this period.
Safavid rulers invested in urban development, the restoration of shrines and tombs, and the
construction of religious buildings, mosques, and madrasas. The burial of Shah Safi in Qom
further contributed to the city’s expansion and prominence.

4. Furthermore, the promotion and institutionalization of Shi ism under Shah Isma‘il I
stimulated the migration of Safavid-affiliated tribes and clans from various regions into
Iran, particularly to Qom. Among these were the Bigdeli tribe, the Haji Hosseini clan, the
Towliyati and Modarresi families, as well as the Shahsevan and Bakhtiari tribes some of
whom played a significant role in the rise of the Safavid state.

5. From the Safavid period onward, Qom’s population attracted the attention of travelers
and chroniclers. Although some demographic estimates found in geographical sources
appear exaggerated or unreliable, systematic consideration of population statistics at the
national level began to emerge during and after the Safavid era.

6. Particularly from the reign of Shah “Abbas I onward, when policies of tribal relocation
and resettlement were implemented, numerous tribes and clans were collectively transferred
from various parts of Iran and beyond to Qom.These measures generated substantial
demographic transformation and contributed to the city’s increasingly diverse ethnic
composition.
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