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Objective: The present study aims to explore and analyze the role of unconscious
conflicts in shaping the behaviors and actions of the main character in contemporary
Iranian short stories, based on Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic theory.

In this regard, the study seeks to demonstrate how the hidden layers of the mind can
influence the semantic and narrative orientation of the text.

Method: This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library-
based methods to examine the unconscious mechanisms of the mind particularly the
interplay among the id, ego, and superego in the decision-making processes and
existential crises of fictional characters.

In addition, theoretical sources and selected literary samples have been closely analyzed
to extract shared psychological patterns.

Results: The findings indicate that repressed conflicts and unfulfilled desires, concealed
within the deeper layers of the unconscious, give rise to contradictory behaviors, sudden
impulses, and at times self-destructive tendencies in the main character.

These results suggest that many seemingly irrational reactions in the text originate from
fundamental psychological struggles.

Conclusion: The study concludes that contemporary short-story writers, whether consciously
or through artistic intuition, employ literary symbols and imagery to depict internal conflicts
and the psychological anxieties resulting from such unconscious tensions, thereby enriching
the psychological depth and complexity of their works.

Ultimately, the research highlights that a Freudian analytical approach can serve as an effective
tool for deciphering the hidden layers of meaning and motivation within literary texts.
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Introduction
This introduction emphasizes that narrative literature has long been regarded as a reflection of

the human mind and psyche. It explains that the emergence of Freud’s psychoanalytic theory shifted
the attention of literary critics from the surface level of narrative to the deeper psychological layers
of characters. According to Freud’s theory, human behavior is largely shaped by the conflict among
the id, ego, and superego; an issue that becomes particularly significant in contemporary short
stories, where writers tend to focus more on the inner crises and psychological tensions of
characters. Accordingly, the central question of this study is how unconscious conflicts influence
the decision-making processes and the fate of the main character. A review of previous studies
indicates that numerous scholars have applied Freud’s theory and other psychoanalytic approaches
to the analysis of literary characters, and their findings demonstrate the effectiveness of these
approaches in revealing the hidden psychological dimensions of fictional figures. The necessity of
the present study can be explained from two perspectives. From a theoretical standpoint, concepts
such as the unconscious and defense mechanisms continue to serve as important tools for literary
analysis. From an applied perspective, understanding unconscious conflicts in literary works can
contribute to a deeper comprehension of the psychological and social issues within the society in
which these works are produced.

The main objectives of this research are to identify the manifestations of unconscious conflict
in the speech and behavior of the main character, to analyze how the character confronts the
tension between instinctual desires and moral obligations, and to examine the impact of these
conflicts on the character’s fate. The primary research question concerns how unconscious
conflicts, based on Freud’s theory, influence the behavior and decisions of the main character.
The study hypothesizes that the conflict between the id and the superego leads to contradictory
behaviors in the character, and that the character employs defense mechanisms in order to reduce
the anxiety generated by this internal tension.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library-based methods
to examine the unconscious mechanisms of the mind particularly the interplay among the id, ego,
and superego in the decision-making processes and existential crises of fictional characters.

In addition, theoretical sources and selected literary samples have been closely analyzed to
extract shared psychological patterns.

Results

The findings indicate that repressed conflicts and unfulfilled desires, concealed within the
deeper layers of the unconscious, give rise to contradictory behaviors, sudden impulses, and at
times self-destructive tendencies in the main character.

These results suggest that many seemingly irrational reactions in the text originate from
fundamental psychological struggles.
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Conclusion

The answer to the main research question concerning the influence of unconscious conflicts
on the behavior of the central character indicates that such conflicts play a pivotal and determining
role in shaping Mokhmal’s behavior and destiny. The research hypothesis stating that “the
conflict between the id and the superego results in contradictory and impulsive behaviors in the
main character” is confirmed.

In summary, the findings demonstrate that:

1. Mokhmal possesses an unstable personality whose actions are driven more by unconscious
impulses than by rational decision-making.

2. The tension between instinctual desires for possession and existence, on the one hand, and
moral constraints and fear of authority, on the other, results in the formation of a weakened ego
incapable of making autonomous decisions.

3. Although defense mechanisms temporarily reduce anxiety, they ultimately lead to isolation,
dependency, and the loss of personal identity.

Therefore, the story “The Monkey Whose Master Was Dead” presents a vivid portrayal of the
ego’s failure to manage psychological crises an outcome that manifests in the character’s passivity
and enduring suffering.
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1. Repression

2. Displacement
3. Projection

4. Moving Toward
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