o

Y

Lorestan University

New Research 1n Islamic Humanities Studies

Online ISSN : 2980 - 8944
https://api.lu.ac.ir/

Development of Entrepreneurial Universities; Needs and Strategies (Meta-

Saeed Farahbakhsh?

Synthesis Approach)

, Iraj Nikpey? =/ and Alireza Mohammadi Dakamvand?® =

1. Associate Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Literature & Humanities, Lorestan University,
Khorramabad, Iran. Email: farahbakhsh.s@Iu.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Literature & Humanities, Lorestan University,
Khorramabad, Iran. Email: nikpay.i@lu.ac.ir

3. Corresponding Author, PhD Student, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Literature & Humanities, Lorestan
University, Khorramabad, Iran. Email: mohamadi.al@fh.lu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 03 October 2025
Received in revised form 25
December 2025

Accepted 24 February 2026
Available online 21 March
2026

Keywords:

Entrepreneurial University,
Development,

Needs,

Desired Situation,
Meta-Synthesis

Objective: The new attitude to the mission of entrepreneurial universities as institutions
that contribute to national economic growth and accelerate regional competitiveness goes
far beyond knowledge transfer. Therefore, this research focuses on the development of
entrepreneurial universities, needs and strategies, as well as the realization of desired
goals in this field.

Method: The present qualitative research was conducted with a meta-synthesis approach
and using the seven-stage model of Sandelowski and Barso. mofanpanim dar ghaleb
kodehaye baz, mazamin farei ve seps mazamin esli tabaghesbandi shodand.

Results: These codes were subsequently categorized according to their relevance and
semantic connections into eight sub-themes: flexibility in roles and organizational
structure, educational-research planning, resources and facilities, creating a link between
the university and the market economy, expanding communication with capable
organizations, strategic legislation and policies, professional principles of
entrepreneurship, and a clear definition of perspectives. These sub-themes were
consolidated into three main themes: internal organizational mechanisms design,
communication scope, and management strategies.

Conclusions: Concepts such as decentralization and delegation of authority, connection
of the university to economic markets and giving the young generation the opportunity to
demonstrate their capabilities are the most prominent points from previous studies,
among the results of this research.
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Introduction
In every society, the higher education system and universities constitute a vital and

influential sector. This system profoundly impacts various dimensions of society-social,
cultural, economic, and political—by fostering intellectual growth, personal development, and
the realization of human potential (Toosi et al., 2022). However, in contemporary Iran, a
significant gap between academia and industry, combined with a misalignment between
university functions and societal needs, alongside financial constraints, has created numerous
challenges for the higher education system. These issues have resulted in inefficient resource
utilization and have impeded national development (Ahmadi et al., 2022). In today’s rapidly
evolving environment, the survival of organizations depends on purposeful innovation in
service delivery, product development, and value creation. The swift pace of technological
advancements, coupled with the obsolescence of outdated technologies, has shortened the
lifecycle of products and services, thereby reducing organizational longevity (Siguenza et al.,
2020). To navigate these transformative shifts, society must embrace entrepreneurship and
prioritize the education and cultivation of entrepreneurial individuals. The future success of
universities-as key societal institutions-depends on their ability to respond effectively to these
changes (Bickle & Muller, 2021).

Method

This qualitative study employed a systematic review of existing literature using a meta-
synthesis approach. The research sample consisted of scholarly works published between 2014
and 2024, retrieved from academic research databases. The study followed the seven-stage
framework proposed by Sandelowski and Barroso (2007) for meta-synthesis, which includes:
formulating research questions, conducting a systematic literature review, selecting relevant
sources, extracting data, analyzing findings, ensuring quality control, and presenting the results.

Results

From the analysis of the reviewed literature, 120 open codes were identified and grouped
into eight sub-themes based on semantic relevance: role and organizational flexibility;
educational and research planning; resources and facilities; bridging universities with the
market economy; expanding partnerships with capable organizations; strategic laws and
policies; professional principles of entrepreneurship; and clearly defined visions. These sub-
themes were further consolidated into three overarching themes: the design of internal
organizational mechanisms, the scope of external relations, and strategic management
approaches. Key concepts included the clear definition of roles; decentralization and delegation
of authority; goal-oriented education and research; development of technical infrastructure;
integration of universities with economic markets; active engagement with influential economic
and political stakeholders for support and investment; fostering a public culture of
entrepreneurship; offering youth opportunities to showcase their capabilities; and clearly
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articulating the vision and ultimate mission of entrepreneurial universities. These elements were
central to the conceptual model developed in this study.

Conclusions

With the growing recognition of entrepreneurial universities and the importance of clearly
defined missions aligned with their functions, there is a critical need for ongoing research to
ensure continuous monitoring and quality assurance. In examining the development, needs, and
strategies of entrepreneurial universities, a review of diverse and multidisciplinary studies has
yielded significant insights. The findings highlight the need to enhance or reform various
components, such as internal organizational mechanisms, effective communication networks,
and essential management strategies. The open codes, organized into sub-themes and main
themes, provide practical guidance for implementing necessary reforms and taking appropriate
actions to advance entrepreneurial universities.
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