o

Y

Lorestan University

New Research 1n Islamic Humanities Studies

Online ISSN : 2980 - 8944
https://api.lu.ac.ir/

Analysis of Female Identity and the Maternal Role in the Maternal Poetry
of Shokouh Qasemnia and Zahra Mousavi

Zeynab Haji Abdollahi!

, Ali Akbar Sam Khaniani?® "' and Akbar Shayanseresht?

1. PhD Student in Persian Language and Literature, Lyrical Literature, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran.
Email: zeynab.hajiabdolahi@birjand.ac.ir
2. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, University of Birjand, Birjand,
Iran. Email: asamkhaniani@birjand.ac.ir
3. Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran.

Email: ashamiyan@birjand.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 27 August 2025
Received in revised form 27
November 2025

Accepted 07 December 2025
Available online 22 December
2025

Keywords:

Role Conflict,
Female Identity,
Maternal Themes in
Children’s Poetry,
Mousavi,
Ghasemnia

Objective: This study, adopting a comparative approach, examines female identity and
the maternal role in post-revolution children’s maternal poetry. It elucidates how “being
awoman” as a lived experience and “being a mother” as a social role are reflected within
the maternal discourse of this period.

Method: The present study is grounded in Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse
Analysis and employs in-depth qualitative analysis. Within this framework, the maternal
poems of two female poets from two different post-revolution generations Shokouh
Qasemnia (early generation) and Zahra Mousavi (later generation) are analyzed at three
levels: text, discursive practice, and social context. The statistical population includes all
poetic works of these two poets in the field of children’s poetry after the revolution. From
among these works, the collections “Elagheh ba To Ghahram,” “Bazi dar Hammam,”
“Hassani,” and “Nokhodiha” by Qasemnia, and “Darya,” “Zamin be Man Goft Chi Goft?”
and “Seda-ye Chi Bud?” by Mousavi were purposively selected based on containing the
highest number of maternal poems.

Results: The results indicate that in the early post-revolution period, the dominant
maternal discourse was grounded in role-centeredness and identity erasure, and the
representation of women was largely confined to the maternal role. However, in later
periods, elements of female identity gradually entered the maternal discourse, leading to
the emergence of a discursive tension between “being a woman” and “being a mother.”
Conclusion: This transformation has led to the prominence of individual concerns of
women poets alongside maternal responsibilities in the works of the newer generation. As
a result, the relationship between female identity and the maternal role has shifted from a
one-dimensional, coexistence-based model to a dynamic and analytically meaningful
domain.
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Introduction
This introduction emphasizes the growing significance of children’s literature, presenting it

not merely as a source of entertainment but as a cultural and identity-shaping medium.
Children’s poetry, particularly through the prominent figure of the “mother,” plays a crucial
role in transmitting values and representing gender roles. Following the Revolution, children’s
poetry increasingly reproduced normative maternal roles and offered an idealized, role-centered
image of the mother, although traces of women’s lived experiences and individual identities
can still be observed in the works of female poets. These quieter layers generate a dialogue and
tension between “being a woman” and “being a mother,” rendering maternal poems polyphonic
and multilayered.

Children’s literature traditionally serves the function of cultural socialization, and Critical
Discourse Analysis especially Fairclough’s three-dimensional model provides an effective
framework for examining these texts in relation to cultural values and social structures. Despite
existing research on gender roles in children’s literature, the relationship between female
identity and the maternal role within maternal poems has been understudied. Therefore, a
comparative examination of the works of Shokouh Qasemnia and Zahra Mousavi, two
influential poets from different generations, is essential, as their maternal poems clearly reveal
both the convergence and divergence between womanhood and motherhood.

Method

The present study is grounded in Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis and
employs in-depth qualitative analysis. Within this framework, the maternal poems of two
female poets from two different post-revolution generations Shokouh Qasemnia (early
generation) and Zahra Mousavi (later generation) are analyzed at three levels: text, discursive
practice, and social context. The statistical population includes all poetic works of these two
poets in the field of children’s poetry after the revolution. From among these works, the
collections “Elagheh ba To Ghahram,” “Bazi dar Hammam,” “Hassani,” and “Nokhodiha” by
Qasemnia, and “Darya,” “Zamin be Man Goft Chi Goft?” and “Seda-ye Chi Bud?” by Mousavi
were purposively selected based on containing the highest number of maternal poems.

Results

The results indicate that in the early post-revolution period, the dominant maternal discourse
was grounded in role-centeredness and identity erasure, and the representation of women was
largely confined to the maternal role. However, in later periods, elements of female identity
gradually entered the maternal discourse, leading to the emergence of a discursive tension
between “being a woman” and “being a mother.”

Conclusion
The findings of this study indicate that the representation of the mother in post-revolution
children’s poetry has gradually evolved from one-dimensional patterns toward more
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multilayered and individuality-oriented portrayals. In the poetry of Shokouh Qasemnia, the
mother largely appears within a familiar and traditional framework: a calm, patient figure and
the emotional pillar of the family, whose presence is taken for granted while her hardships
often remain invisible. In such narratives, female identity is overshadowed by the maternal
role, and “being a woman” is primarily defined through “being a mother.”In the poetry of the
subsequent generation, particularly in the works of Zahra Mousavi, this image undergoes
transformation. While the mother continues to play a caring and supportive role, she is also
portrayed as an individual with independent experiences, emotions, and aspirations. At times
she is depicted as employed, at times as engaged with social or environmental concerns, and
occasionally her voice carries a critical tone. Such representations suggest that the
contemporary mother embodies not only affection and care but also awareness and personal
identity. In this renewed perspective, femininity stands alongside motherhood, and neither is
defined in opposition to the other.

Analyzing this transformation through Fairclough’s three-dimensional model further
clarifies the shift. At the textual level, lexical choices and role assignments move from the
depiction of the “ever-present mother” toward that of an “active and multidimensional mother.”
At the interpretive level, the social context of production becomes significant: the strong
emphasis on women’s familial roles in the early post-revolution years gradually gave way to
broader participation of women in social and professional spheres in later decades. At the
explanatory level, it becomes evident that children’s poetry is not merely a simple narrative for
young audiences; rather, it reflects power relations, cultural attitudes, and broader social
transformations.Accordingly, post-revolution children’s poetry has moved from portraying
“becoming a mother” as a predefined and limited role toward representing “being a mother” as
a dynamic, identity-centered, and socially embedded experience. By employing simple
language and culturally recognizable symbols, female poets have created space for the
articulation of female identity alongside the maternal role. This trend demonstrates that
children’s poetry, beyond being merely educational or entertaining, functions as a mirror of the
gradual transformations in the recognition of female identity within Iranian society changes
whose traces can be observed even in the simplest texts written for children.
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