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Objective: To explain the relationship between the level of legislative elite competence
among members of the Islamic Consultative Assembly and the effectiveness of
policymaking in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and to examine the role of various
dimensions of elite competence in enhancing the quality of legislation.

Method: This study employs a mixed-methods approach (qualitative—quantitative). In the
qualitative phase, through an analysis of the perspectives of intellectual elites and
policymakers, four dimensions of legislative elite competence specialized knowledge,
managerial experience, ethical commitment, and communication skills were identified.
In the quantitative phase, these dimensions were assessed and compared against key
indicators of policymaking effectiveness, including coherence, feasibility, effectiveness,
and alignment with the system’s overarching goals.

Results: The results indicate a direct and significant relationship between the level of elite
competence among representatives and the effectiveness of policymaking. Moreover, the
knowledge-based and skill-based dimensions of elite competence exert the greatest
influence on improving legislative quality and policymaking processes.

Conclusion: Enhancing legislative elite competence through reforms in selection
mechanisms, provision of specialized training, and institutionalization of merit-based
criteria can contribute to

increased policymaking effectiveness and improved

performance of the legislative system in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Introduction
In recent years, policymaking effectiveness has become a key indicator for assessing

the quality of governance. Systems that base their decisions on scholarly analysis and elite
competence tend to enjoy greater stability and development, whereas non-expert decision-
making leads to inefficiency and diminished public trust. As the primary legislative body,
the parliament plays a crucial role in this process, and its performance largely depends on
the level of competence and expertise of its members.In the Islamic Republic of Iran,
despite various institutional reforms, challenges such as insufficient analysis of complex
issues and policy instability persist. A significant factor underlying these problems is the
absence of precise criteria for identifying and selecting political elites; the current
electoral system focuses predominantly on general and political attributes, while
technical, experiential, and ethical indicators receive less attention.Consequently, the
central question arises: can enhancing the level of elite competence among representatives
improve policymaking effectiveness, and if so, what mechanisms should be incorporated
into the selection and training systems for legislators? Drawing on elite theory and models
of policymaking effectiveness, this article seeks to develop a conceptual and practical
framework to explain the relationship between elite competence and legislative
effectiveness in Iran.

Method

This study employs a mixed-methods approach (qualitative—quantitative). In the
qualitative phase, through an analysis of the perspectives of intellectual elites and
policymakers, four dimensions of legislative elite competence specialized knowledge,
managerial experience, ethical commitment, and communication skills were identified. In
the quantitative phase, these dimensions were assessed and compared against key
indicators of policymaking effectiveness, including coherence, feasibility, effectiveness,
and alignment with the system’s overarching goals.

Results

The results indicate a direct and significant relationship between the level of elite
competence among representatives and the effectiveness of policymaking. Moreover, the
knowledge-based and skill-based dimensions of elite competence exert the greatest
influence on improving legislative quality and policymaking processes.

Conclusion

The present study demonstrated that legislative elite competence constitutes the
missing link in enhancing policymaking effectiveness in Iran. When representatives
possess adequate knowledge and skills, the decision-making process shifts from a
predominantly political arena to a more scientific and evidence-based one, transforming
legislative outputs from “factional decision-making” into ‘“evidence-informed
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policymaking. In other words, a parliament grounded in elite competence not only serves
as a driving force for political and economic development but also acts as a guardian of
social justice and national cohesion. Therefore, investing in the cultivation, selection, and
support of political elites is a fundamental prerequisite for achieving effective governance
in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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4. Effectiveness
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