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Objective: This study examines the internal causes and factors that shaped the rise,
decline, and transformation of leftist discourse in Iran between 1941 and 1953 a period
during which the Tudeh Party emerged and operated as the principal representative of this
political current.

Method: The study employs a qualitative, historical analytical approach, using process
tracing to explain the causal relationships among variables. The research population
consists of primary and secondary sources related to the leftist discourse in Iran during
1941-1953, selected through purposive and criterion-based sampling. Data were collected
from press archives, libraries, governmental documents, and the memoirs of political
leaders, and were analyzed using the method of historical discourse analysis.

Results: The results indicate that the rise, fluctuation, and transformation of leftist
discourse in Iran were driven primarily by a set of internal factors rather than being solely
influenced by external variables. The utilization of the political openness following the
fall of Reza Shah, early organizational cohesion, the role of intellectuals, and the party’s
penetration into labor unions were among the major drivers of its ascent. Conversely,
ideological and strategic dependence on the Soviet Union, internal conflicts and factional
splits, the inability to fully localize Marxist ideology, and structural incompatibility with
Iran’s cultural and religious context constituted the main factors leading to the discourse’s
decline and eventual failure.

Conclusion: The combination of these factors prevented leftist discourse despite its
considerable influence during the 1940s from attaining a hegemonic and stable position
within Iran’s political structure, ultimately leaving it weakened and constrained by the
early 1950s.
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Introduction
Leftist discourse in Iran, rooted in critiques of capitalism and social inequality, reached

its peak between 1941 and 1953, coinciding with the fall of Reza Shah and the subsequent
period of political openness. Despite its strong connection to Marxist and socialist
ideologies, this discourse became partially localized as it interacted with Iran’s specific
conditions, including its multiethnic composition and the migration of workers to the
Caucasus. Scholars such as Ahmadi Hajikelayeh describe this current as a continuation of
the radical opposition that emerged in the early 1900s, which, during the period in
question, evolved into a political force under the influence of the Tudeh Party.

During this era, leftist discourse focused on labor issues, critiques of authoritarianism,
and proposals for economic reforms in response to the post World War 11 crisis. Analyzing
this discourse requires drawing on three theoretical approaches: historical Marxism to
understand the relationship between social forces and economic political structures;
organizational party theory to explain internal conflicts and Soviet-oriented dependencies;
and political discourse analysis to examine how the party’s ideology, rhetoric, and
symbols influenced various social classes and encountered cultural barriers.

Transformations within this discourse indicate that the Tudeh Party shifted from
emphasizing class revolution toward supporting democratic reforms; however, these
adjustments did not align with Iran’s cultural and religious context. Examples such as the
limited influence of leftist discourse in the artistic sphere show that, despite early appeal,
it failed to achieve cultural hegemony. Therefore, a combination of internal,
organizational, theoretical, and cultural factors shaped the trajectory of leftist discourse
during this period a trajectory that the present study examines through a historical
analytical approach.

Method

The study employs a qualitative, historical analytical approach, using process tracing
to explain the causal relationships among variables. The research population consists of
primary and secondary sources related to the leftist discourse in Iran during 1941-1953,
selected through purposive and criterion-based sampling. Data were collected from press
archives, libraries, governmental documents, and the memoirs of political leaders, and
were analyzed using the method of historical discourse analysis.

Results

The results indicate that the rise, fluctuation, and transformation of leftist discourse in
Iran were driven primarily by a set of internal factors rather than being solely influenced
by external variables. The utilization of the political openness following the fall of Reza
Shah, early organizational cohesion, the role of intellectuals, and the party’s penetration
into labor unions were among the major drivers of its ascent. Conversely, ideological and
strategic dependence on the Soviet Union, internal conflicts and factional splits, the
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inability to fully localize Marxist ideology, and structural incompatibility with Iran’s
cultural and religious context constituted the main factors leading to the discourse’s
decline and eventual failure.

Conclusion

The analysis of leftist discourse in Iran between 1941 and 1953 shows that its rise and
decline were driven primarily by internal factors. Although the country’s multiethnic
social structure, the presence of working-class and peasant groups, the political openness
following Reza Shah’s fall, and the activities of intellectuals created favorable conditions
for the growth of the Tudeh Party, internal weaknesses including ideological dependence
on the Soviet Union, organizational conflicts, the inability to engage religious and
traditional groups, and the cultural incompatibility of Marxism significantly reduced its
influence. Crises such as the Azerbaijan affair and tensions with the Oil Nationalization
Movement further revealed the party’s strategic limitations and ultimately contributed to
its isolation. The coup of 19 August 1953 demonstrated that without organizational
cohesion and strategic autonomy, leftist discourse was unable to withstand internal and
external pressures. This study concludes that the evolution of leftist discourse resulted
from the complex interplay between Iran’s social and cultural structures and the party’s
organizational and strategic constraints, and recommends further comparative and
archival research to illuminate the overlooked dimensions of this period.
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